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CHAPTER I. 

BUSSIAN WABS WITH SWJBDEN, FBU8SIA, AKD FBAKCE. 

After forty years of peace, the advent of a 
general war aunoiuiees itself by signs and tokens 
which can no longer be mistaken. The enlight- 
ened nations of the world are driven into an 
alternative which they never desired less, and 
have struggled to avoid, until forbearance is con- 
strued into pusillanimity. Occupied with inter- 
nal improvements and the interchange of com- 
merce, long experience has taught them that the 
steam engine and the electric telegraph are more 
wholesome reasoners, more potent instruments of 
civilization and happiness, than the bayonet, the 
sabre, or the musquet ball. The brand of Althaea 
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is as unwelcome as mischiev^ousj and w& may hope 
the fire it seeks to Idndle, iu tliia instance^ will 
consume, not the intended victim, hut the vindic- 
tive aggressor. Those who study prophecy declare 
loudly, that the fulfilment of great events foretold 
in scripture, but as yet nnaccomplishedj iB rapidly 
to he expected. Many theories have been promul- 
gated on this subjectj which have excited much 
interest, and would be more convincing^ but that 
they are sometimes contradictory and not always 
intclhgible. On one point only ia there perfect 
unanimity of opinion ; namely, that Russia is to 
be the prime mover, the exciting cause in the 
mighty struggle about to com^mence ; hut whether 
she is to issue triumphant from the trial she has 
so wantonly provoked, or to be pared down from 
her overweening pretensions, and restrained within 
reasonable limits for the future^ is another ques- 
tion in the argument which time oidy can bring 
to an uncontradicted solution. As far as the doc- 
trine of chances is open to human calculation, or 
the transactions of men are regulated by human 
agency | inasmuch as a good cause is preferable 
to a bad one, and Providence smiles on the side 
of justice, we have little to fear for the result, and 
may buckle on our armour in the confidence of 
victory. The ambition of the Kinff of the North, 
like a. portentous comet " with fear of change per- 
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THE DESTmr OF RUSSLV. 

plexmg nationa," has long hung over us, exciting 
imdefiaed terrors, and a perpetual feverish dread 
of ruia and combustion — the sword of Damocles 
for ever threatening to fall. The time appears to 
have arrived irhen the string by which it ia sus- 
pended must be cut, the weapon wrested from 
the hands that haye sharpened it, and turned in 
retribution on themBelFes, Wlien Napoleon crosaed 
the Niemen in 1812, with eontLtiental Europe 
obedient to his nod, and an invading army for 
which liistory had no parallel since the days of 
XerxeSj he exdaimed with oracular confidence, 
" Let the destinies of Bussia be accomplished ! '* 
They were, for a time (but iti a manner opposite 
to what lie had predicted), in his own discomfiture, 
and the annihilation of his gallaait legions. Per- 
haps a similar impression stamped itself on the 
mind of Nicholas, when he ordered the passage of 
the Pruth, in the siunmer of 1853, and poured his 
unwelcome visitants into the defenceleaa Princi- 
palities, The deeply revolved and long-hoarded 
project of many years then declared itself in «pite 
of diplomatic chicanery and plausible avowals of 
moderation, Aa able and well-Lnformed writer 
(M, Schnitzler, ^' Secret History of Bussia "} has 
$aid, that the future prospects of his country 
depend mainly upon the present emperor, and 
that it seems as if Providence had reserved great 
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NORTHERN AMBITIOW, 

tilings for him. The prediction maj he fulfilled In 
an inverted sense, as in the preceding example of 
Napoleon. Instead of famishiug a parallel in 
gloiy and succesa to the great Emathian con- 
querOFj it seems more likely that he will pass into 
a proverb with Nebuchadnezzar, Cro^^us, Xerxes, 
and Darius» The world cannot submit to be 
periodically disturbed, but caUa loudly for the 
final abatement of an intolerable nuisance. When 
the sword is once drawn it will not be safe to 
sheathe it, until the common enemy is effectually 
crippled^ and we can apply to him in essence, if 
not in reality, the words which Shakspeare puts 
into the mouth of King Edn-ard, when he brings 
in his disabled cnemyj Warwick, on the field of 
Bamet : — 

'* So, lie tiioii -Qiere; asd witb thee die 01^ fear; 
For Warwick Wsw v, "bug, that fem'ti na all " 

It is well known, that the Kussian autocrat re- 
jected the recent pacific ovcrtrire of the French 
emperor peremptorily, and with sufficient want of 
coin-tesy. He will not allow tlie Western powers 
to interfere with what he calls his private misun- 
derstanding with Tuikey. As in a domestic 
quarrel between raaii and wife, he considers the 
in*:erference of strangers unnecessary and imper- 
tinent. AYhen he hears of onr preparations ^r an 
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mediate visit to the Baltic, he may say con- 
^temptuoualjj as hia grandmotber, Catherine the 
Secondj did to the British ambassador in 1791, 
under similar circumstances: '' As your Court seems 
determiiied to drive me from St. Petersburgli, 
I hope it will permit me to retire to Couatanti- 
Hopie." * 

Nicholas is either insane^ blinded by systematic 
ambition, or urged on by fanaticism, and a belief 
that he is a chosen instrument to place the Greek 
faith above all other forms of worship, and to 
establish it as the true symbol of Christianity 
amongst the different races of men. All these 
causes have been assigned for his eonductj and 
either vnW suffice to carry out the probable conse- 
quences. The speeches which are put into the 
mouths of sovereigns in their desultory conver- 
sations on state affairs, fire not much to he de- 
pended on, either as indicating their real senti- 
ments, or as correctly delivered. If we can trust 
reportj Nicholas lias said, that Russia need not 
fear any coalition, and that alfter beating Charles 
the Twelfth, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon, 
her resources and armies ai-e invincible. In this 
deduction, truth and falsehood are blended toge- 
ther in almost equal proportioiis. Some of the 

• Sea •• ProgreM &ad Preaent Position of Eusaia in the Eaat." 
London, 1S54. 



6 CHARLES THE TWELFTH. 

abstract fiicts may be proved^ but they bear 
neither resemblance nor parallel to the present 
state of afiaire, Charles the Twelfth rushed in- 
cautiouslj to hia own miii, by holding liis enemy 
in ill-judged contempt. The easy i^ctory of Nar?a 
laid the foundation for the disaster of Pultowa. 
He fell more under his own mistakes than under 
the power or prowess of his enemy. Napoleon 
furnished a more memorable instance on a grander 
sealcj and with less cxeusc, for he had the esample 
of the Swedish monarch before his eyes, while at 
the same time he adopted^ in many respecta^ and in 
leading points, the plan of campaign lie so empha- 
tically condemned in his predecessor. In either 
case, the natural obstacleSj the elements, and the 
errors of the inyaders, proved the most available 
defences of Russia. At Narva, on the 30th of 
November, 1700, ten thousand Swedes stormed 
the Russian intrenchments, and drove eighty 
thousand men before them Hke a flock of sheep. 
At Pidtowa, on the 8 th of July, 1709, an ex- 
hausted band of twenty-four thousand, contain- 
ing cot more than half the proportion of Swedes, 
attacked fifty thousand Russians, and almost 
snatched a victoryj until fairly home down and 
overwhelmed by numbers. The Idng, unable to 
mount his horse fitjm a previous woimd, was not 
as usual at their head to lead them into thfi thickest 
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bf the fight ; but issued his dircctiona from a litter, 
to generals who acted without concert, and troops 
disheartened by the absence of a commander 
under whom they had never known defeat. At 
Borodino, with equal forces, about one hundred 
and twenty thousand on each side, the Russians 
were forced to abandon a fair field, selected by 
themselves to make their stand and cover their 
capital ; and might have been utterly destroyed, 
had Napoleon listened to the urgent entreaties of 
Key and Murat, and followed up the advantages 
gained, with his characteristic decision. For oncCj 
and in a moe* momentous crisis, he wavered and 
halted, when he on^ht to have rushed on with the 
overwhelming force of a thunderbolt or an ava- 
lanche. This unaccountable apathy has never 
been sufficiently explained; but the supposition 
l^of Count Segur seems the most probable, that he 
ras enfeebled by fever, and his mind for the 
moment proistrated by the sufferings of his body. 
It is certain that he never mounted his horse 
during this gi-eat battle, but despatched orders 
to the several marshals and corps, in conformity 
with the reports they famished, as the varying 
conflict assumed different aspects. 

It cannot be denied that E.ussia beat Frederick 
the Great, in the rigid acceptation of tlie term | 
since the annals of the Seven Years' War enu- 
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merate three great battles^ in two of -which they 
were successful. At Gros-Jagcrsdorff, or Nor- 
kittenj in Prussia, on the ,30th Au^st, 1757, 
Marshal Lehwald^ iipith less than thirty thousand 
men, attacked eighty thousand RussiaiiSj nuder 
Field Marshal Apraxin. The combat was obstinate 
and bloody, both sides claiming the victorj^ ; but 
the advantage rested with the Rnssians, who 
occupied a well posted campj fortified with a 
numerons artillery. Their loss was much heavier 
than that of their opponents; but comparative 
lists of tilled and wounded arc unaafe criteria by 
which to estimate the result of a battle. Marl- 
borough and Eugene drove Villars from his in- 
trenched position at Malplaquet i so did Dumou- 
rier dislodge the Austrians from the heights of 
Jemraappes; but in either case, the victors 
suflered much more severely than the vanquished. 
At ZomdorflF, on the 35th August, 1758, the 
King of Prussia attacked General Fermor^ and 
totally defeated him with immense lossj althouigh 
with far inferior numbers. The Russians fought 
with the steady resolution for which they are 
remarkable, and struggled hard to redeem the 
faulty dispositions of their leader; but they fell 
into irretrievable confiision, and left above twenty- 
five thousand killedj woundedj and prisoners on 
the iiehlj witli twenty-seven colours, and one 
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tundred and tliree pieces of caDaon. Their 
second line, as it advanced, fired upon the firsts 
and did nearly aa much execution as the opposing 
enemy. The soldiers plundered their own bag- 
gage, got drunk with brandy, mutinied against 
their officers, and made no distinction between 
friends and foes. 

At Cunnersdorff, on the 12th of August, 1759, 
Prederickj relying on his former success, laid 
himacif open to a ruinous reverse. With fifty 
thousand raeu, be ventured to assail Count 
Soltikoff, who commanded ninety thousand, and 
had the additional advantage of double lines 
strongly fortified. For the first six hours he 
carried all belbre him, and drove the Russians 
&om their posts with prodigious slaughter; but 
making a desperate attempt with his exhausted 
troops on the last intrenched eminence, near 
the Jews^ burying ground, his infantry were twice 
repulsed, losing many thousands of the best 
toldiers in the world; and his cavaliy, liitherto 
irresistiblej met with the same bad fortune. The 
king was so confident of final victory, that, in the 
heat of the action, he despatched eouders to 
Berlin, announcing a decisive triumph, and 
ordering a 71? Beum in all the churches. The 
Russian empress, Elizabeth, after the result, 
directed a religious ceremony to be iinnually 
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oTiservecl, to peqietuate tlie memory of this 
sanguinary combat. 

The greatest genemla have met reveraesj and 
very few have been uniformly anecesaful. He 
who has made no mistakes in war^ has made very 
Httle war, aa Tnrenne once observedj in reference 
to a vain-glorious boaster, who prononnced him- 
self infallible* Wise heads have declared, that 
war is a tissne of errors, and the commander who 
commits the fewest, wins the greatest proportion 
of prizes. The resolt of battle depends on so 
many incidental casualties, that calculation is often 
baffled ; as the dicer throws the very number which, 
in the table of chances, ia the least likely to 
turn up. Frederick the Great, whOj as a stra- 
tegist, has never been surpassed in ancient or 
modem times, sustained three memorable defeats, 
and always through his own imprudence; this 
of CunnersdorflP, agiunst the Russians ; Kollin, on 
the 18th of June, 1757, where, with only thirty- 
two thousand men^ he attacked sixty thousand 
Austriansj and Hochkircheu, on the 14)th Octo- 
her, 1758,* where^ with all Ids unrivalled talents 
and experience in the art of war^ he suffered 
himself to be surprised and routed by Marshal 
Daun. Out of twelve pitched battles fought in 

* On the aame day were fotjglit the battlea of JeuQ and Auer- 
atadt, in 1806. 
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his many campaigns, he gained nine. Napoleon 
delivered above forty, and lost but two great 
fields — ^ Leipzig and Waterloo, Marlborough 
ventured only four, and won them all. His were 
pre-eminently the days of sieges; he conducted 
above twenty, and never invested a town that be 
did not take ; sometimes, too, as in the memor- 
able instance of Lisle, in the face of armies 
superior to bis own. WeUin^on was foiled once 
in an important enterprize, the siege of Burgos, 
which political reasons com]>elled him to under- 
take against time, and with inadequate means. 
He was obliged to have recourse to sap, in the 
absence of an eflPective breaching tram, - — - not 
firam deliberate judgment or biamcable impru- 
dence, but from imperative necessity. As in the 
previous casca nf Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajos, 
unless he eoubl siiiitcli the fortress away by a 
given hourj notliing remained to close a moat 
brilliant campaign but a retreat to the fi'ontiera 
of Portugal, and there to wait for a fresli ben's 
spring at a favourable conjuncture. The french 
general Dubretou, who commanded at Burgos, 
haa not received the fair meed of fame to which 
he is justly entitled, when we consider the 
tenacity of his defence, arid the consequences 
involved. The man who, ijritb a handful 
of soldiers, could detain WelUugton for thirty- 
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four days before a fourth-rate fortress^ and suc- 
cessfully repel five assaultsj entirely changing, far 
a time, the overpovvcriiag current of eventsj was 
no ordinary chieftainj and his name deserves 
honourable mention from enemies as well as 
friends, Wellington commanded in eighteen 
general actions of the first class^ and never left 
the field except as a conqueror. In a fair esti- 
mate of militfiry pretension, the Bus si an s had not 
more to boast of in their encounters -with 
Frederick the Great^ than in their late inglorious 
achievement at Sinope, winch they have signalized 
by the prostitution of rewards and the blasphemy 
of a thanksgiving. In both cases they presented 
an overwhelming superiority of force, and de- 
stroyed mercilesslyj with unflineliing Asiatic bar- 
barism. The stern necessities of war are bad 
enough when carried on in accordance with the 
laws of civihzed nationSj who spare and save foes 
that are incapable of resistance; but when sig- 
nally violated from a mere thirst of slaughter, 
they demand a signal retribution. The massacre 
of Sinope will live for ever in future history as an 
act of unequalled atrocity, which supersedes 
the fate of Poland, commemorated by the poet of 
Hope, as the "bloodiest record in the book of 
time." When the Eussian hordes threw them- 
gelVes into the scale against the King of Prussia, ho 
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was battling for existence with Austria, Saxony, and 
France, all upon his hands together. They seized 
the tempting opportunity, and plundered without 
remorse the cities and provinces which for the 
moment could make no resistance, and laid his 
defenceless capital under contribution. There 
was little even in the shape of pretext, except 
that the lion appeared to be beaten to a stand- 
still, and the hungry wolves were greedy for 
prey. 
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CHAPTER n. 

FOFULATIOSr, BESOUBCBS, AXD lOLITABT CHARA.OTEB OV BUSSIA. 

The present popnlation of Russia, including 
all her conquests, and the countries under her 
protection, looks up towards sixty-five millions, 
and surpasses that of France and England com- 
bined. It increases more rapidly than is gene- 
rally supposed; but being thinly scattered over 
an enormous expanse, is not to be estimated by 
a relative calculation of figures. In the United 
Kingdom there are two hundred and twenty-five 
souls to the square mile ; in France, one hundred 
and seventy-fije ; in Russia, not more than three. 
At the same time, the geographical area of this 
unwieldy empire exceeds that of France and 
England, sixty-fold. Condensed population and 
ready means of transport, are the real ingredients 
of solid strength. This scale, and not the mere 
extent of territory, is the true measurement of 
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power. Wlieu population increases in higlily 
cullivated countries, such as France and England, 
it brings double nerve from a multiplication of 
resources within a limited boundarr, produced by 
the augmenting ratio of industrial wealth. Wteu 
it expands through the uninhabited wastes of 
Bnasia, where human life and energy are sprinkled 
almost imperceptibly oyer vast districts hitherto 
untenanted except by wild animals, or a few 
nomadic tribes who migrnte periodically without 
fixed residence, the impression is too minute to 
be felt before the lapse of centmies. The new 
inhabitants derive from the land but little means 
of subsistence^ and the progress of fertilization is 
alow and painful. On the other hand, the means 
of Trance and England are available on the 
instant. What with na is a question of homrs, 
becomes with Russia an argument for weeks, 
months, and years. Wc do not mean to say 
Russia is either impotent or feeble, but she is not 
that overpowering colossus which she has been 
represented. It is true she has gone on from one 
success to another, and her grasp is insatiate* 
But she has been permitted, rather than is in 
herself ii-resistible. Apathy or incredulity has 
favoui-ed her ; but if the eyes of Eui'ope are not 
now clearly opened, they will never again have bo 
promising an opportunity, Russian gold is always 
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actively at Tvork, in addition to Iier cannon and 
bayonets. The Hungarian cliiei^ Arthur Georgcy, 
waa apparently bought over, and betrayed the 
cause of his country. Had he not done so, it is 
by no means certain, that even with the aid of 
Eussia,, Austria would liave entirely put down the 
Hungarian revolt. The flame even now, is but 
smothered^ rather than burnt out. The author of 
the "Frontier Lands of the Christian and the 
Turk/* an authority of good repute, has no doubt 
of the treachery of Georgey, and adds, as an elo- 
quent commentary, that he was the only one of the 
Magyar leadei-a (who had not sought Toluntary , 
exile) that remained unscathed, and is now Hviug 
in a town in Austria, on a pension from the 
emperor. Busdan gold in 1812 purchased the 
treachery of the Greek Muruai, who, while in the 
Turkish service, was secretly in the pay of Russia, 
and through whose diplomatic double-dealings, 
Bessarabia was filched from the sultan. It is some 
satisfaction to know, that, in this instance, the 
traitor was punished by the loss of his head- 
Eussian gold bought Jusauf Pacha in 1829, when 
he basely sun'cndcred the fortress of ^'^aroa, and 
uncovered the right flank of the Turkish army, 
posted in the defiles of the Balkan, Russian 
gold was profusely distributed by Prince Men^i- 
koff in Jannaryj 1853j on his pretended errand to 
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!3onataixtinople ; and doubtless is now worting the 
calculated eflFectj in the revolt of the Greeks in 
Albania and other provincea. 

The Turks, it is true, have heen universally 
Tinsnccessful in their contests with Russia, since 
they circumvented Peter the Great on the banks 
of the Pruth, and let him off easily when he lay 
completely at tbeir mercy. Bnt they have com- 
mitted greater mistakes since. In 1812, Russian 
diplomacy prevailed over tliat of Napoleon^ and 
Turkey made peace with Russia exactly wlien 
she should have continued the war with double 
cnergj'. The release of the army under Tchiga- 
gofif, tlircw a force upon the right flank and rear 
of tlie French emperor, which, had it been com- 
mandcd by gcnerala of tolerable capacity, would 
have rendered the retreat from Moscow impos- 
sible, and not a man could have escaped. If 
Turkey had then remained deaf to the cajolery 
of Eussia, and cordially eo-operated with France, 
she woidd not have been reduced to the state in 
which she afterwards found herself in 1839, when 
Diebitsch crossed the Balkan, and encamped on 
the plains of Adrianople. And thus a second 
time she allowed her foes to slide away when 
there was no retreatj and to advance, with their 
diminished powerSj was certain destruction. At 
present she is not likely to repeat those fatal 
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errors. She lias a general of first-rate ability, 
a well organized army, and powerful allies. 
There is Uttic danger of a second Navarino^ a 
second passage of the Balkan, or a repetition of 
the treachery of Bucharest and Varna. 

Jilithcr of the two great Western nations, France 
or England, single-handed, is a match for Russia^ 
with the rest of Europe neutral United we can 
select our field of operations, and reduce her to 
listcji to such terms as we shall think proper to 
dictate. Throughout her own extended territory, 
in the sandy plains of Eusaia Proper, in the 
steppes of Lithuania, in the deserts of Siberia^ in 
the wilds of Tartary, she is inaccessible ; we are 
not going to march our armies two thousand 
miles inland, without a defined Ijase of operations, 
to perish in the snow ; we have no intention of 
going to her, but we can confine her within 
bounds, and effectually prevent her from coming 
to us. At homej and in the wide circle of her 
own limits, she is formidable. In aggi'easive and 
distant wars, although insatiable in desire, she is 
weak in execution, She cannot produce in the 
field the large armies that are created ia an ukase, 
and terrify the credulous by imaginary numbers. 
If so, how is it that they have never yet stood in 
battle array, or been concentrated on a given 
point in the hour of necessity ? We i-ead of eight 



htrndred thousand men, and as tliere are no 
colonJeB to deraaud large garrisons^ no distant 
ws^s to oi>erate as a perpetual drain, where are 
they when tbdr presence would overwhelm, crush, 
and aunihilate opposition ? At Borodino, iu the 
heart of their ^'ast empire, retiring on their re- 
iources, and resolved at last to make a final stand 
to save their capital, and fight for independence, 
one hundred and twenty thousand wus the fullest 
extent of their intist«r-roll. Neither did they ever 
exceed this aggregate in the successive invasions 
of Franoe, in 1814 and 1815. Moreover, the 
Euasian contingent would never have arrived at 
all but for the subsidies of England, M. Schuitis- 
ler, whose work in generallY correct and authen- 
tic in. facts, aa it is often sound in opinions, has 
been misinibrraed, or is tinctured with prejudice, 
wheu he says, '*" The assemblage in the Plume dis 
Vertus (10th September, 1814) of a Kussian army 
of one hundred and sixty thousand men ready for 
the field, struck with amazement the diplomatic 
corps of Europe, who were present at the imposing 
spectacle ; but such an exhibition of the military 
strength of a vast empire alarmed them much less 
than the invisible power and perfect moral inilu- 
ease which the greatness of soul and well-known 
principles of the monarch who now reviewed his 
troops had created." I cannot tell what were the 
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impressiona of civilians and diplomatists to vrhom T 
had no access, but happening to be an insignificant 
ludt amongst manj^ hundreds of military men 
of all nations wlio were looldng on^ I can tegtify, 
that as a mere military display we were neither 
petrified witb amazement nor awe. No mistakes 
are so easily made as c ale nl at Ions on the numbers 
of troops estimated from a coup d*mil ; the gene- 
ral belief was, tlxat on this occasion they did not 
amount to ninety thousand^ and the entire Russian 
contingent which marched up to Paris, subse- 
quent to the battle of Waterloo and the second 
abdication of Napoleon, T was assured by an officer 
of the Russian staff, never exceeded, eyen on 
paper, one hundred and ten thousand. At this 
vaunted revieWj which had been long in prepara- 
tion! s-Jid lasted three days^ little or nothing was 
done to iliuatrate strategy or capabihty of rapid 
movement. Three days previous to the com- 
mencement of the display were required to place 
them on the ground. On the first day of action, 
the operations consisted in marching past in 
review order ■ oil the second, they were confined 
to performing worship according to the rites of 
the Greek Church ; and on the third, the whole 
force marched off again to the cantonments from 
whence they had been summoned. Not long after 
this, in an after-dinner conversation, arising inci- 
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entally, the Duke of Wellington proposed to tlie 
Jicd Sovereigns, or tliey suggested to hinij to 
shew tliem the Britiali army with tlieir allies in 
British pay, including the Hanoverian and Danish 
divisioaj amounting in ail to more than eighty 
thousand men. A representation of the principal 
manceuvTcs and incidents of Salamanca^ as nearly 
as the gi'ound permittedj -was afterwards stated to 
have lieen the programme agreed on for the evo- 
lutions of the day. There was no previous an- 
noimcement or rehearsal. At nine at nightj the 
orders were sent round to the different brigades, 
and by eight on the following morning, the whole 
were drawn np in two lines, the left resting on 
Montmartrc, and the right on the Seine, with 
St. Denis a little in the rear. The Sovereigns 
with a gallant escort, comprising many of their 
most diistinguished generals, rode hastily iJong the 
firont. All were then put in motion ; the entire 
day was occupied in a series of complicated move- 
ments, and at seven in the evening the corps 
marched past the assembled potentates, and re- 
turned to their several quarters. The quickness 
and precision of the evolutions, the martial bear- 
ing and exact discipline of the meuj and especially 
the equipments of the horse artillery, excited the 
loudest approbation. It was a proud day for 
Britain^ as showing a solid exhibition of her 
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power. Thousands still live who will recollect 
the impression it produced, and the reminiscencea 
inU not incline them to join the ranks of despon- 
dency* We have not at this moment^ the aame 
numerical amount of meUj for wc have not 
hitherto required them, but we possess a sub- 
stantial nucleus of similar materials^ wiiich we 
can increase at pleasure, now that a necessity for 
the supply has arisen. The E-ussian Imperial 
Guards, during the occupation of Paris, in 1815, 
were chosen troops, well appointed and imposing 
in appearance ; but their ordinary infantry of the 
line were anything but formidable. They had 
neither muscle uor stEunina, Sir William Napierj 
speaking of thia same army, says, " If we believe 
those writers who have described the ramifications 
of the one huge falsehood of pretension, which, 
they aay, pervades llussia, her bai*barityj uising 
the word in its full signification, would appear 
more terrible than her strength. Nor can I ques- 
tion their accuracy, having in 1815, wlicn the 
reputation of the Bnssian ti'oopa was highest, 
detected the same falsehood of display without 
real strength. For, from the imperial parades on 
the Boulevards of Paris, where oiled, bandaged, 
axid clothed to look like men whom British 
Boldicrs woidd be proud to charge on a field of 
battle, the Muscovite was admired, 1 followed him 
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FOOD OF THE SOLDIEKS. 

to liis billet, wLerej stripped of his disguise^ he 
appeared sliort of stature, squalid and meagre, 
his face rigid with miaery, shocking: sight and 
feeling — a British soklicr would have offered 
him bread rather than a hajonet."* ''The ave- 
rage pay of the Enssian soldiex is about twelve 
shillings per annum* In sonie corps, it is a little 
more or less, but the ditt'erence only amounts to 
a few pence pei' month. Instead of tbc substan- 
tial broth and beef which constitute the daily 
mess of the British regiment, his food consists erf 
coarse rye bread, fermented cabbage, and buck- 
wheat gritSj to which a Uttlc hempseed oil is 
added. In the picked regimenta of the Guards^ 
where the men arc supposed to *livG like fighting 
cocks/ they receive half a pound of meat either 
twice or thrice a week. They are supplied with 
quassj a driidt no way intoxicating, as may be 
rafen'ed from the fact of a couple of slices of 
iOTir bread allowed to ferment in half a bucket 
of water, being the usual recipe to make it/'t 
With this liberal allowance of sustaining food, the 
frame of the Russian soldier cannot be very mus- 
cular, and Ilia empty interior is not ranch better 
furnished than that of poor Tom in King Lear, 
whenj in the extremity of hunger^ he howls out, 

* Conqati&t of S^mde. Pari. L 134S. 
f See K^velations of Russia. 
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**Ifopdance cries in mj belly for two white lier-* 
ringa ! " Our readers wlio have never seen RuBsiaa. 
soldiers under arms, or examined them mdivi^H 
dually, may satisfy themselves that the accounts 
given arc not exaggerated. Yet they stand dog- 
gedly on the field of hattle, and will face death 
with sullen resolution — the devotion of serfdom 
i-ather than the impulse of heroism. There is a 
spice of the Mohammedan predestinarianiamj tooj 
mixed up with their passive courage. They believe 
that a soldier who falls bravely in battle ha^| 
earned his passport into heaven without absolu- 
tion or intermediate pm*gatory. Their doctrine is 
submission, and they submit. Even in their 
barracks, they preserve a staid, subdued demean- 
our, which is the effect of iron discipline. They 
are never joyous and light hearted. When off 
duty, the song, tiie laugh, or the jest, seldom 
issues from their mouth a, or brightens up their 
countenances* They have not the "alacrity of 
spiritj" the "cheer of mindj^^ which animate! 
the British warrior, who has enlisted freeli 
likea his profession^, is satisfied ivith his lot, 
firmly believes, and intends to prove, when in 
field, that he is a better man tliau hia opponent^ 
let that opponent be who he may. He considei^| 
fight synonymous with victory, and feels as 
confident of winning the battle he is about 
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engage in, as the sailor on the look-out at the 
mast-head of a frigate, who iriTariably shouts out 
"a prize ! a prize!" if he discovera a three-decker 
approaching;. 

" It is tnipj" says Mr. O^Brieu^* a very recent 
obsenr^r, " that at timeSj in marching, whole 
battalions sing in chonia either the national 
anthenij which is a fine solemn airj or some wild 
melody generally of a warlike character, inter- 
spersed witli sharp cries and an occasional shrill 
whittle. These latter songs are particularly 
animated and spirit-stirring; and the quick rattle 
of the dram, which is the sole instrnraeutal 
tccompanimentj increases their exciting character. 
To the listenerj there is something sublime in 
thua hearing thousands of manly voices blended 
together in chorus, uttering sentiments of devo- 
tion to God and the emperorj or of fierce defiance 
to the enemies of the cssar. But even in these 
exhibitions, the sternness of military rule ia seen. 
Upon the faces of the men thus engaged, no trace 
of emotion is visible; their tread is measured; 
their forms are erect : they are obeying a com- 
mandj and not an impulse. The emotions of the 
heart seem to have been drilled into order ; and 
expressions of love or anger, devotion or revenge, 

* Journal of a Reaideiace in the Da^aubian Prindpalitie« ia 
1S53. 
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are only awakened by the voice of their com- 
mander," 

The effect of martial music or melody is doubt- 
less of a very imposing character, and T^ell cai- 
ctdated to excite tKc spirits of participators and 
listenerg. We have heard the Hussian national 
anthem, and others of their most popular airs, 
played by the bands, or chanted by regiments oa 
tlie march, but we were not deeply impressed 
by either. They have no tiling in them to- 
compete with the majestic aolcmnity of our own 
'^ Grod save the Queen," or the briUiant anima- 
tion of the French " Marseillaise," " Vive Henri 
Quatre," or the " Veillons snr le Saint dei 
TEmpire" of tlie old Imperial Guard, 

The Kormana advanced to the cbairgG at 
Hastings singing the song of Rolloj their favourite 
chieftain, and foimder of their greatness. On 
tlie plains of LutzeEj in 1633^ forty thousand 
Swedish voicesj led by their king, pealed forth 
" Luther's Hymn ^' in unison, and then rushed to 
the attack of the Aastrian intrenchments. At 
Bannockbum, the Scots knelt in speechless prayer 
before the shock of battle. On observing this 
the English monarch exclaimed, "Theysubmitj 
they sue for mercy 1" ^''They do, indeed/* 
observed one of hia attendant barona, " but it ia 
to the King of kings alone ! " The stern silence 
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of determinatioii before the mortal combat, is 
more formidable in reality thim the eager shout 
of aiiticipatetl triimiph, or the loufl clangor of 
military instruments. The one proceeds &om 
patriotic devotion or constitutional courage, an 
innate resolve to da or diej the other is, in 
Bome respects, a. fictitious excitement^ irhich may 
subside as readily as it is provoked. 

The Bussian soldier obeys orders without 
reasoning on their propriety, or thinking of the 
consequences. He never presumes to question 
the wisdom of his superiors, and is no tactician 
like the bveJy, intelligent Gaul, who thinks him- 
self as good a general as the feathered and deco- 
rated marshal who direots his movements. The 
Muscovite ia constitutionally dull, and displays 
little excitement except when he auticipates a 
rich harvest of plunder. With honest Cuddio 
Headrigg, he shows that he is '* not that dooms 
stupid when it comes to lifting.^* 

Nejit to the coramissariatj which is a nullity^ 
the greatest defect in the organization of the 
Bussian army is the inferiority of their regimental 
oflicersj many of whom can scarcely read or write, 
and command no respect from personal character, 

I The private soldier is badly clothed, ill paid, 
worse fed, and totally neglected when in hospital, 
whether from wounds or sickness. Oa the open- 
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ing of a campaigiij no matter in wliat climate, or 
at what period of the year, the Eussian hospitals, 
such as they are, soon become crowded with 
inmates, who seldom go out again upon their lega. 
In the meantime, the number of efleetive soldiers 
in the daily states remains undiminished, lor all 
the authorities are equally interested in keeping 
them up to the full amount. The mortality from 
disease far exceeds that of any other European 
army. Their sick are as heavy an incumbrance 
as the camp followers of an Indian host In 
the war of 1828-9, which brought Diebitsch to 
Adriauople, the Russians were computed to have 
sacriticed 150,000 men, not more than one-third 
of whom perished from death or casualties in the 
field. The rest were the trophies of the hospital.. 
When a battle is reported to the Emperor 
Nicholas, Ms first question is, not " How many 
men are killed?" but "How many muaquets 
are missing?" He estimates the value of the 
weapon far beyond that of the animated machine 
who carries it. The latter is iumished by the 
Boyars, the former he must pay for and replace 
out of his own pocket. An imperial ukase, with- 
out a checque on his banker, cannot create 
powder and shot as easily as it can supply the 
food for those philanthropic discoveries. The 
men are the least expensive components of the 
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Russian army; hence they are furnished more 
readily than their equipments. A British soldier 
is a costly article. He stands the country in at 
least one hundred pounds sterling before he is 
competent to face an enemy. Half a Russian 
battalion may be sent into the field for the same 
money. 
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CHAPTER III. 

rariVBBSAI, 8TSTBM OF OOBBUFTION AND PLUKDHE. 

The goTemment allowances in Eussia are not 
insufficient in any of their military departments, 
but they never reach the purposes for which they 
are assigned. Every thing is done by contract, 
and thus from the ministers of state to the gene- 
rals of divisions, the colonels of regiments, the 
inferior officers, and the subordinate provedores, 
aU descends in a graduated scale of peculation, 
until the victimized soldier has nothing admi- 
nistered to him but infinitesimal doses of pay and 
provisions; and these he must live on, as com- 
plaint leads to no redress but the knout and 
Siberia. 

An accute observer, Mr. OHphant,* corroborates 
this statement in a very impressive passage, which 
we here subjoin: He says, speaking of Eussian 

* Bussian Shores of the Black Sea, in the Autumn of 1852. 
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op^ations in tlie soutli, "In addition to tKe 
natural impedimenta presented by tlie configura- 
tion of the country, tte absence of roads^ and tlie 
rigour of the climate, all military operations are 
crippled by that sam^e system of wholesale corrup- 
tion so successfully carried on in the naval depart- 
ment. Indeed, it wonld ho most iinfaij* if one 
sendee monopolised all the profits arising from 
this source. The accounts I received of tlie war 
in the Caucasus from those who had been present, 
exceeded anything of the sort I conld have con- 
ceiyed poasihle. The frightful mortality among 
the troops employed there amounts to nearly 
twenty thousand annually. Of tbesCj far the 
greater part fall Tictima to disease and starvation, 
attributable to the rapacity of their commanding 
officers, who trade in the commissariat so exten- 
sively that they speedily acquii-e large fortunes. 
As they are subject to no control in their deahngs 
witli contractors in supplying their requirements, 
there is nothing to check the ardour of speculation; 
and the profits enjoyed by the colonel of a regi- 
ment are calculated at £3000 or £4000 a year, 
liesidea his pay. It is scarcely possible to appre- 
hend at a glance the fiill effect of a process so 
paralysing to the thews and sinews of war; or at 
oncte to realise the fact, that the Russiau army, 
numerically so far superior to that of any European 
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poweFj and supplied fi-om BOurceg whicli appeiUf 
inexhaustible, ia I'eally in a niost inefficient eon- 
ditiouj and scarcely worthy of that exaggerated 
estimate irhicJi the British public seem to have 
formed of its capabilities. It is not upon the plains 
of Krasnai Selo, or Vosnesensck, amid the dazzling 
glitter of a grand field-day in the emperor's pre- 
sencej that any correct notions can be formed of 
the Kuasian army, 

" The imperial plaything aasumca ayery diflferent 
appearance in the remote Cossack guard-houacj 
where I have scarcely been able to recognize the 
soldier in the tattered and miserably equipped 
being before me, or on a harassing march^ or in 
the presence of an indomitable enemy. 

" We have only to remember that the present 
position of Russia in the Caucasus lias remained 
unaltered for the last twenty-two years^ notwith- 
standing the vast resources wliich have been 
brouglit to beai' upon this interminable war, to 
perceive that the brilliant appearance of the 
Bussiau soldier on parade affords no criterion of 
his efEciency in the field of battle ; while no more 
convincing proof could be desired of the groBs 

rcorruptioii and mismanagement which charac* 
erise the proceedings of this campaign^ than the 
fact of an overwhelming force of two hundred 

, thousand men {qnercj on paper?) being held in 
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check for so long a period by the small but gallant 
Land who are fighting fijr their snow-clad moun- 
taina and theii* liberty." 

I This wholesale organized system of pubhc plun- 
der exceeds all that we have ever read or hfiard ofj 
in the history of ancient or modern peculation. 
Our own home practice is not without some shin- 
ing examples, but they furuiBh the exceptions 
rather than the rule- Verrcs in Sicdyj and John 
of Cappodocia at Constantinople^ under Justinian, 
[ were honest administratoi-s of finance compared 
with these insatiate bloodsuckers. Here is a true 
and satisfactory solution of the supiueness of the 
Russian leaders in Wallaehia, who cannot concen- 
trate strength sufficient to drive the Turks from 
Kalafatj or attempt the permanent passage of the 
Danube. They poured into the undefended Prin- 
. cip&litiea more than nine months ago -^ time was 
everything to thera^ that they might have the 
chance of crushing Tiurkcy before her allies could 
come to the rescue j and yet they have been beaten 
i in all the early encounters with the troops of Omar 
Pacha, and have looked for a long time on the 
Turkish lines without venturing a decisive assault. 
IS they do not endeavour to strike a great blow 
before the French and English auxiliaries arrive, 
their inactivity is a confession of weakness more 
damaging than a total defeat, In fact, they have 



34 



POINTS FOE BLOCKADE. 



neitlier the forces tliey would wish the world to 
aupposej nor generals capaljle of handling them, 
if they were ready to march up to the Turkish 
intrenchnients. 

In a war with maritime nations, how can Russia 
avail herself of her only two commercial ontletSj 
the Sound and the Bosphomsj within which she 
will be hermeticallv sealed by the overwhelming 
fleets of France and England? It is difficult to 
answer this question, unless it be true, as Sir 
Francis Head told us in 1851, on the authority of 
the Hon. Captain Plimket, E.N., that Russia 
could send ihirty sail of the line to sea,, before 
England could send three, Oiu* readers will starts 
but they haTc no o cession to be under any appre- 
hension. Matters are mended since that alarm 
trumpet blew such a foreboding blast, and the 
LiTcrpool merchants may reat assured that a 
Ruissian squadron will not lay the Mersey under 
contribution^ seize the defenceless shipping, and 
pillage their well-stored warehouses- The Musco- 
vite nobility arc luxurious as well as rich, but 
their revenues are principally derived from kind, 
nor can they easily convert their hides and tallow 
into apeciCj if the ordinary channels of commercial 
egress are impeded by a fleet of screw steamers. 
There will soon ensue a paralyaia of the body, 
unless a timely cure is applied to the head. Be- 
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yond all cloutt the Emperor Nictolas is indivi- 
duallj and solely responsible for the impending 
«torm which will aoon burat in thunder on Mb 
conntiy ; the feeling of all the world wliich is not 
his, is against hinij and not even the luitocrat of 
half that world, and the arbitrator of sixty-five 
millions can stand up before the battery of public 
opinion^ so heavily and so unanimously erected to 
oppose his wild pretensions. Sooner or later the 
crisis must have arrived, and most fortmiatc is it 
that he lias brought it on when we are weU pre- 
pared, and when an unexpected eoEdition between 
former rivals has linked them together in a bond 
of confiding amity. We may now fathom the 
secret of his obstinacy- lie has excited revolt and 
revolution in Tnrkeyj relying on his power to 
coerce Austria, and to neutralize Prussia ; but he 
dreamed not of the possibility that France and Eng- 
land would join the flags in friendship, which for so 
many centuries had waved in opposition. Neither 
did the first Napoleon believe in this, when from 
hia island prison he prophesied that Kussia wonld 
never pause until she held the destinies of Europe 
in her grasp, and that there was no opposing 
power strong enough to prevent this consummation. 
We have already quoted from M. Schnitzler; 
we must add a passage from his preface, empha- 
tically important, and which should never be lost 
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eight of, until the impending war lias satisfactorily 
solved the problem. " The position wHch Russia 
13 to hold in Europe, is the greatest question 
perhapa for th.e future to unravel ; its solution will 
be of vital consequence to France, and still more 
so to Germanj, on which country the empire of 
the Czars will press with all its mighty power as 
soon as Poland shall no longer oppose an obstacle. 
(To Poland he might have added Turkey.) As 
regards France, the question is one of preponde- 
rance, of influence, of equilibrium ; but for Ger- 
mauy^ it is one of life or death, of independence, 
even of nationality. It is higli time to awake to 
the perception of this menacing future which has 
recently been so strikingly pointed out by Tliiers 
and De Lamartine ; it is now incumbent on all to 
study an empire^ the position of wliich is calculated 
to awaken such fears. 

"The territory, once a desert, is now covered 
with inhabitants^ and in no part of the globe is 
population more rapid. At the accession of Peter 
the Great, only a centuiy and a half ago, Russia 
possessed but sixteen millions of sonls ; now she 
has more than sixty millions I It is not chiefly 
by conquest that she has gained this prodigious 
increase ; for during that intenj^al tte superficies 
of the empire has only augmented to the extent 
of a fourth. It is to the proportional overplus of 
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births over deaths that this immense addition of 
population is to he mainly attributed; u fact 
worthy of the serious consideratioii of all Europe. 
The same multiplyiiig: ratio may be remarked in 
the resources of the empire, 

'' At the death of the great reforming Czar, the 
entire revenue scarcely exceeded two millions and 
a half sterhug] at the eom^mencement of the 
present century it had amounted to fourteen 
millionSj and at the present date it cannot be 
computed at less than twenty millions., Nor need 
we point to the gold mines of the Ural and the 
Altaij to explain this mighty increase." 

It may perhaps better be accounted for by the 
constantly augmenting trade with England^ and 
the value of exports. All points connected with 
the government of Russia ai'e profound enigmtis, 
and the ivar^ amongst other discoveries, will jjia- 
bably bring to a more reasonable level, the produce 
of their boasted gold mines. If his treasury was 
full, the Czar would hardly be compelled to have 
recourse to an unpopular loan at the very outset 
of a contest, for which he -was so well prepared 
with the vital sinews. It is ascertained^ that lie 
has lately mthdrawn all his money invested in 
the French and English funds, and this, perhaps, 
furnishes his chief capital for the coming struggle. 
The Eussian empire is of moderii growthj^ although 
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of ancient origin ; it was little known or felt iaJ 
Europe jjievious to the accession of Peter the 
Great, in 1768. The sovereigns were first called 
grand dukesj then czers, or kings, in the Sclavo- 
nian dialect) and in 1721, only four years pre- 
ceding his deaths Peter assumed the title of empe- 
ror, or autocrat. Such civilization as his coun- 
try possessed Ijefore his reign, emanated from a 
very iinpromising source — the Greeks of the Lov?er 
Empire; a degenerate race, Tvho had outlived 
their courage, patriotism, nationality, and pro- 
ficiency in the arts and sciences | with whom 
religion had lost her regenerating power, yielding^ 
to the control of despotism, and never daring tc 
assert an independent influence. Peter himself 
had found it neeessaiy to make the express decla- 
ration, in hia commission of laws, that " Russia 
is a European power." The battle of Pultowa 
established and obtained currency for a fact^ 
which until that momentous event, was scarcely 
admitted, Eussia rose progressively on the de- 
cline of Sweden, who since that liour lias subsided 
from the lofty eminence on which she had bee 
placed by the victories of Guatavns Adolphus, ' 
his generals and successors, down to the condi- 
tion of a third-rate power, wliile the mlvanced 
posts of her enemy look into her very capital, 
from her ancient appanages of Finland^ and the 
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islands of tlie Gulf of Bothnia. Finland ivaa 
wrested from Sweden by tlie late Emperor Alex* 
andeTj in 1808j under tlie specious plea of protec- 
tiooj and to compel the King of Sweden to with- 
draw himself from, the close connection with 
England (so essential to the interests of his 
country) and which power the Eussian dictator 
was pleased to denominate "the common enemy, 
and disturhcr of the ti-anqmllitj of Europe.^' 
^^ot mauy months beforCj he was receiving our 
sulisidiesj and brought his armies up to Eylan 
and IMedland with English money. At that 
time he was fascinated by the genius of Napoleon, 
and being bribed by the secret conditions of the 
treaty of Tilsit, expected to divide the empire of 
the world with France. His apologists have said 
that he had no choice^ and was compelled to 
succumb to measures which he secretly disap- 
proved j but the statement is unsupported by 
evidence. The position of hia affairs was far from 
being desperate, and though defeated j he was not 
Ehivcredj as Austria and Prussia had been iu 1805 
and 1806. The plain fact appears to be, that he 
coveted Finland to complete his northern fron- 
tier; he was determined to obtain the province 
which was now oflered to his grasp, and although 
his commerce was certain to be annihilated for 
at, time, by a war with Eugland, and the revenue 
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of hh empire seriously diinimBhedj he calculatetl 
on reti-ieving that mischief at some fiiture oppor- 
tunity. Equally as unscrupulous as his prede- 
cessors and suceessoTj he cared little for solemn 
obligatiooa, the faith of treaties, or personal cha- 
racter^ where monarchical ambition interrened. 
Chateaubriand has said of him (Congres de Viennc, 
vol. i. p. 180) J " Sincere as a man, in all that 
concerned humanity, Alexander was cunning as 
a demi-Greck in all that related to politics." 
Napoleon went beyond this at St. Helcnaj and 
pronounced him " a consummate Greek of the 
LovFcr Empire.^' Napoleon was no worshipper of 
truthj the very child of passion, and slave of 
prejudice ; but in this instance, he has not de- 
parted from justice in summing up the chajracter 
of his former friend. And what compensation 
did Sweden receive from the allied sovereigns in 
the sequel ? Norway was wrested fi-om Denmark, 
to punish her for unswerving honesty, and added 
to the Scandinavian kingdom, as a counteriDoise 
for her most valuable, indigenous, and loyal 
province, — ^an act of legaHaed dismemberment, 
aJmofit as iniquitous as the passive consent to the 
partition of Poland, and quite as fatal a mistake 
in the re-organization of the map of Europe. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OENXALOOT or THE DIFERIAI. HOUSE OF BOHASOFF. 

The reigning family of Bussia^ the house of 
Bomanoffj as it is usually called (Holstein-Got- 
tprp would be the more correct designation), is of 
comparatively recent origin, and dates from 
Michael Feedorovitch, who was elected to the 
soveareignty on the extinction of the ancient line 
of Buric, which occurred in 1598, after that race 
had governed for seven centuries. A troubled 
interval of fifteen years had been occupied by civil 
commotions, foreign intrigues, impostors and 
usurpers, who appeared and disappeared as 
rapidly as the characters in a melodrama. The 
Romanoffs were no more than distinguished 
nobles, distantly connected on the female 
side with the dynasty of Buric; in the earlier 
documoits and chronicles they are scarcely no- 
ticed. AU that is known of their genealogy, has 
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been summed tip by Miiller, a great Russian 
antiquarian, in the following passage (quoted by 
M. Schmtj!ler)j placed at the head of his life of 
Held Marshal Ch^remetieff, whose family^ as weU 
as those of KolytcheflF, Jaltovleff^ Konovnitsyn, 
and Neplonicff, had a common origin Mith the 
house of Romanoff. 

" The genealogical books, which from very an- 
cient times have been compiled^ httleby little, with 
the object of proving the hig^h origin of the most 
illustrious Russian families, give the Romano ffa 
and the CheremeticflTs the same founder; whom, 
they sometimes eall a VerequCj sometimes a 
PmasiaUj and sometimes a German 3 namesj all 
of which anciently desi^ated one and the same 
people. They place his arrival in Russia, under 
the reign of the Grand-Prince John Danilovitch 
Kahta (the Purse), or of his son the Grand- 
Prince Simeon Joannovitch Gordie (the Proud) j 
an unimportant differeneej since the former 
ascended the throne in 133S, and the latter died 
in 1853. It is recorded that at that period, a 
man of distinction, Andrew Joannovitch, sur- 
named Kobyla, came to Moscow to serve under 
the Grand Prince. On account of this surname, 
his prosterity figure in tlie genealogical books, 
under the name of Kobylin. As at that time the 
cruaading brothers \\cre making war in Livonia, 
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in order to spread the cliristian religioiij and to 
advance their own fortune ; and as Hassia, at the 
same time being pressed hard by the Tartjiraj 
promised considerable rewards to inen of proved 
valouTj it is permissible to represent the ancestor 
of the Romanoffs and Cheremetieffsj aa a knig-htj 
^ho, a native of Germanyj went first to Livonia, 
and from thence to Russia to conquer the infidels." 

From this knight of the fourteenth eentiuy, 
lineally descended Michael Romanoff (Fccdor- 
ovitch), who was the son of a boyar, and owed the 
crown to which he was called in 1613, to the 
best of all titles, a free, unb ought, and unpre- 
judiced election. It was not personal ambition, 
or the overwhelming influence of family con- 
nections, that made him Czar ] but the desire of a 
nation — the same voice of millions, which has given 
to Napoleon the Third the legitimacy he so ably 
vindicates by a wise and patiiotic government, 

Tlie genealogical tree of the house ^^of 
Romanoff has little pretension to antiquity in 
the estimate of those desperate arehaaologists 
(and they are not few in number), who consider 
the Korman Conquest an event of yesterday, and 
in the enthusiasm of their rcsearcliesi, would get 
behind the Deluge, and ivith the advocate in 
Racine's comedy, ti-avcl back to a starting-point, 
" avant le commencement du monde/* 
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The members of this dynasty succeeded to the 
throne in early youth. Michael was seventeen ^t 
the period of his electioru He reigned thirty- 
two jearSj and died in 1645, aged forty-nine. 
His son and successor, Alexis, ivas at that time 
fifteen I His reign extended over thirty-one 
yearsj and at his deatli in 1676, he vas only a 
few months more than forty-seven. His sons, 
Theodore the Third, John the Fifth, and Peter 
Alexio\itch (the Great), were each sovereigns at 
tte respective ages of nineteen, sixteen, and ten» 
Theodore died in 1G83, after a short rule of sis 
years, and still under twenty- five. John, in 
feeble health and endowed with limited faculties, 
reigned nominally with his younger brother 
Peter; until \m death in 1696, in hia thirtieth 
year, left to that great monarch the sole cai*e of 
consolidating, or we may almost say, of forming 
the most extended empire the world had ever 
se^a. He ivas then twenty-five, in the fullest 
vigour of mind and body, with an ii'on constitu- 
tion, an active enterprising mind, a thirst after 
knowledge, and an indomitable perseverance. 
Previous to his reign, Eussia had btien little 
thought of in the councils of JEurope, was hardly 
recoguizcd, and ridlcided rather than feared, 
With him tlierefore begins the historical and 
pohtical importance of his comatry, Her earher 
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smnals may occupy or amuse the idlj curiouSj but 
will not repay the time and labour of investiga- 
tion. 

Peter tlie Great, as is well known, worked as 
a labouring shipwright and in disguise, in the 
dockyards of Holland, and at Deptford, in Eng- 
land. So deeply waa he impressed with the 
power of the Engliah marine, that he was heard 
to sayj *^If I were not Emperor of Rnssiaj I 
would desire above all things to be a British 
admiral.^' He waa the great benefactor and re- 
former of Hs nation, although unable to civilize 
himself — ^a rare instance of profitable ambition, 
all centred in the advancement of Russia^ which 
he steadily pursued and most successfully accom- 
plished. In his public capacity, the title of 
Great has seldom been more justly merited. 
Peter governed alone after the death of John, 
twenty-nine yearSj and died at fifty-three. His 
reign and life, in duration, activityj and utility, may 
be paralleled with that of our own Alfred. Bat 
though living at a much later period, hia mind 
lacked the high moral refinement, the dear sense 
of right and wrong, which marked the Saxou 
monarch. He deemed that happiness, strength, 
and prosperitj-j were concentrated in powei- -, and 
that weiJth was the only aolid basis on which 
power could be erected. He cared for ends more 



m 



EUSSIA ASD SWEDEN 



than the meaus by which they were accomplished. 
Moral improvement he made secondary to na- 
tional interest, and when the second was looked 
to, he began to think of the first. Alfred sought 
to consolidate and improve a small kingdomi 
by equal lawa and an impartial administration 
of justice; Peter incessantly laboured to extend 
and enrich a lai^e one, by encroachments on Ms 
neighhouraj and by inspiring hia people with the 
restless activity of commerce. The command of 
outlets^ rivera and ports, was the constant ohject 
of his thoughts and enterprises. "The plan of 
hia general policy was grand and comprehensive. 
To profit fully by the mighty streams of his 
country j to govern the Baltic, and turn it to 
account; to confine the Swedes to their pe- 
ninsula j to enfeeble Poland by fomenting its 
divisions ; to draw the largest possible profit from 
the decline of the Ottoman Empire; to brings 
imder the sphere of his own predominance, the 
clmstians of Europe and Asia, who wore the 
yoke of the Turks or Persians; to spread his 
influence, and to extend his fiiture commerce to 
those regions which with a lengthened line joined 
his own dominions, and even to go beyond them ; 
to gain for himself w^eight and consideration in 
the affairs of the West — such were the projects of 
the great Alexis Eomanoff, emhaiTassed and 
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increased by all tlie difficulties wHeh Ms passion 
for reform liad Heaped up around hini*""'^ 

Aa mucli of this system^ so deeply organised, 
as circumstanees permitted, he carried steadily out 
during the time that was allotted to him j the rest 
he bequeathed to his successors, and subsequent 
hittory has shown how pertinaciously they have 
trod in his footsteps, and on what regidar pro- 
gi'Cssiou these great plans have advanced to ful- 
filment, though occasionally checked by the 
want of ability to understand, the absence of will 
to execute, or the temporary intervention of some 
counteracting agency. 

Kussia has been twice saved by invasions which 
threatened to destroy her. The real danger was 
more immiuciit tlte first than the second time. 
Had Charles the Twelfth advanced to the trium- 
phant occupatiou of Moscow in 1 709j E-ussia was 
gone, and the fortunes of Sweden would have 
remained high in the ascendant : a strong, united, 
antagonistic racCj predominant in the northj might 
have limited the Sclavonian triljcs to their deserts 
and steppes. The empire of Peter and the future 
Date of Russia hungj suspended in the balance at 
Pultowaj which has been justly classed by Pro- 
fessor Creasy amongst the " Decisive Battles of 
the World." Wlieu Charles the Twelfth, who had 

♦ See Sclmitider'B Seciat Hifltory of Ruraia, vol, 1, p. 15. 
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never yet known defeat, entered on liia projected 
conquest at the head of a numeroiia army glittering 
with gold and silveij and enriched TFith the spoils 
of Poland and Saxonjj Europe looked oUj andj aa 
Voltaire observes^ fully expected that he would 
dethrone the Czar. To overtures of peace he 
replied haughtiljj "^'I will treat at Moscow/' *'Mj 
brother Charlea/' said Peter, " affects to play the 
Alexander, but I trust he will not find in me a 
Darius." He had said beforcj after tlie sanguinary 
defeat of Narv^a, " The Swedes will teach us how 
to beat them at last/' He waited his time patiently 
and the prediction was accomplished. On that 
fatal 8tli of July, 1709, '^the power and glory of 
the war'' passed from Sweden to Russia^ for ever, 
and Peter triumphantly exclaimedj that the foun- 
dations of St. Petersburgh at length stood firm. 
It is useless now to speculate aa to how the map 
of Europe would have been an-angcd in 1854, had 
the result of this great trial of strength been 
reversed i but most assuretlly we should have seen 
a different division of the northj and many states 
would have been spared the practical misfortune 
of having a neighbouring protector at handj ready 
for any emergency, and eager to step in as arbi- 
trator in ordinary, whenever a bone of contention 
foments domestic squabbles, 

Peter succeeded to an empire which has been 
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incessantly iucreasing in extent, wealtlij popiilatioUj 
and importaacc, and owes all these advantages 
almost exclusively to him. He appeared at the very 
moment when his character and rare abiUtiea had 
the fullest scope for their development, and were 
particularly suited to the country over which he 
ruled. A more humanized individual could 
scarcely have adopted the measxires necessary to 
humanize his people. He and they were made 
for each other, and what was pei-sonally unamiable 
in the man, became a valuable ingredient in the 
monarch. Had he isolated Iiimself on the throne, 
surrounded by the outward pomp of barbaric 
greatnessj Ma people might still have fallen down 
and worshipped him with blind or pagan idolatry ; 
he might have held them in the same abject aer- 
vitude, but he coidd not have reformed their evil 
cn&toms, have instructed them in agriculturcj arts, 
navigatiouj war^ and have exalted them from mere 
animals endowed with instinct, into reasoning 
men. He taught them discipline by the force of 
example, more convincingly than by precept. He 
worked 85 an artizan in the dock-yards of foreign 
states J served as a common sailor in his own fleets, 
as a private soldier in his own armies ; raised him- 
self by regular steps and degrees of promotion, up 
to the highest conunandj which he only assumed 
when qualified by practical experience. By a 





system so new, and at the same time so thoroughly 
intelligiblej he induce d his more than serai -bar- 
harouis nobility to learn and feel the value of 
subordinationj administered in a lesson bitterly 
repugnant to their pride, and which they would 
have refused to receive from any other master or 
through any other method of inatmction. He 
re-created liis people, although he was unable to 
correct his own intemperate passions. Yet with 
ail his moral obliquity, his habitual dmnkenness, 
B savage temper, and unbridled passions, he never I 
committed such an act of deliberate atrocity as 
the revocation of the edict of N antes j which sig- 
nahsed the reign of his refined and hypocritical 
C5ontemporary, Louis the Fourteenth. The trial, 
condemnation, and secret execution of his only 
son Alexis (which rests confirmed by proof beyond 
dispute), is not to be justified; yet even in this 
dark transaction, he had more than the provocation 
of Constantine, and ten times beyond that of the 
gloomy bigot, Phdip of Spain, under similar 
Qircum stances. 

One of the boldest measures of reform adopted 
l^ Peter, but at the sjime time, one which for the 
moment increased his difficulties, was the abolition 
of the old regular troops of the erapirej the 
Strelitzes. Like the Prajtorian bands of ancient 
^me, the Janizaries of Turkey, and the Mame- 
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I of Eg}^pt, these formidable cohorts exercised 
impermm in imperiOj superior to that of the 
80?ereignj and could at any time depose or murder 
the reigning mouarchj although they never con- 
templated the introduction of a new dynasty* 
Peter set them aside with the strong hand^ but 
the new levies with which he supplied their places 
were officered chiefly by foreigners, disciplined 
after an tinaccustoined plan, and little to he relied 
on until repeated defeats had inured them to the 
trade of war. Finally they triumphed, attesting 
their martial qualities in a succession of hard- 
fought battles; often victorious, never surrendering 
a field without a stubborn contest^ and now, rank- 
ing high in the scale of European soldiers, about 
to measure themselves for the first time with the 
united chivahry of France and England. The 
result will show whether they have been overratedj 
or are entitled to their reputation. 

Peter the Great wws twice married. By his 
first wife, Eudocia Lapoukhin^ the daughter of a 
Bussian boyaTj he had two children ; the unfortu- 
nate Czarovitch Alexis, boru in 1690, and myste- 
riously executed in 1718^ and Alexander, born in 
1691 J who died in the following year. Alexis 
married in 1711, the Princess Charlotte Christina 
Sophia of Wolfenbiittel, by whom he left issue, a 

daughter^ Natalie, who died in } 729j and a son, 
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horn in 1715, Trho under the title of Peter the 
Second, reigned from 1727 to 1730, the year of 
Ms death. The second mfe of Peter was the 
celebrated Catherine the First, who succeeded 
Hm. Bj her he had many children, of Tvhom 
several were boiTi piior to their marriage. With 
the exception of a single son, Peter, who died 
before he had completed hia fourth year, they w^ere 
all females. One of them became afterwards, the 
Empress Elizabeth. 

Catherine, the seqond ^ife of Peter the Great, 
whatever might be her other recommendations, 
had little claim to the virtue of chastity. Her 
origin was low, aa she was the illegitimate daugh- 
ter of a Livouian peasant. With no opportunity 
of education, she Hved for some years in a menial 
capacity in the household of a clergymaUj when 
she married a Swedish dragpon, who shortly after- 
wards went with his regiment on a distant expedi- 
tion, and never returned. She then resided with 
the Russian general Bauer, either as servant or 
paramour, a delicate question which remains 
involved in obscurity. Prince Menzikoff acci- 
dentally saw her, became enamoured of her 
charms, and received her from his brother soldier. 
While living with the prince, Peter noticed her, 
the obsequious vassal aurrendered his prize, who 
tlius became the mistress, and after some years. 
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the empress of the great reforming Czar^ orer 
Tpliom she retained her influence to the hour of 
hh deaths when she was proclaimed his auccesaor, 
in utter violation of the solemn agreement by 
Ta'hicli the house of Komanoff had been placed on 
tlie throne. 

Michael Foedorovitch, who by the unbiassed 
choice of the principal members of the clergy, 
nobilitVj anfl commonaltyj had been preferred 
to the princes of the house of Kurikj in 1613, 
received the crown on the express condition that 
it should descend hereditarily by right of primo- 
enitnre, Peter the Great, while yet writhing 
^under the disobedience of his son, and in a mo- 
ment when arbitrary passion subdued his cooler 
reason, by an ukase of the 16th Pebruary, 1723, 
disturbed the order of succession. He decreed 
that the reigning sovereign should retain the 
light of nominating bis successor, without any 
exclusive clause in favour of fhe Imperial family; 
KB. act of folly by a wise man^ almost amounting 
to an aberration of reason. His infant grandson 
was alive, and there existed no just reason why 
the child should be deprived of his inheritance, 
thus pursuing the father with vengeance beyond 
the grave. From this fatal mistake originated 
the long series of disorders, conspiracies, and 
crimes, which simalised the Eusaian annals 
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durmg the eighteenth century, when revolatioii 
was perpetually stirred up by plots within the 
palace, and the crown became the prize*^ of the 
most subtle intrigue or the most audacious 
idolence. Catherine survived Peter, and en- 
joyed her single sovereignty only two years. 
She died in 1727; aged forty-one. Her de- 
cease was hastened by an immoderate indulgence 
in intoxicating liquors, the love of which she 
probably acquired from her husband. The same 
sympathy of taste existed between our own dueen 
Anne, of glorious memory, and her spouse Prince 
George of Denmark, but in no other respect did 
they resemble their Russian contemporaries. 
Whatever may have been the early irregularities 
of Catherine's life, she devoted herself to her impe- 
rial husband, often soothed him in his wildest 
fits of passion, and extricated him by her skilful 
advice and influence, when he appeared irretriev- 
ably lost on the banks of the Pruth. 
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Oh the death of Catherine the First, the 8on 
of the Czaroritch Alexisj then only in his twelfth 
jear^f was elevated to the tUronej under the title 
of Peter the Second. He reigned for three years, 
firom 1727 to ir30j when he died suddenly, de- 
posed and miu'dered. This youthfiil monarch was 
the last heir male of the younger branch of the 
house of Romanoff. To him succeeded Anna 
Joaunorna, daughter of John the Fifths the elder 
brother and coadjutor of Peter the Great, on the 
death of their father AJexis, She was born in 
169Sj and in 1710 married Ihike Frederick Wil- 
liam of CourJand, but had no children. She 
reigned from 1730 to 1740, On her death, the 
crown passed for a short iutervai of a year to her 
infiint nephew, Ivan Antonovitch, but was then 
wrested fi'om him by his oousinj Elizabeth 
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PetrovTiaj fourth daughter of Peter the Great 
Catherine^ who reigned in great prosperity fed 
1741 to 1761. With her the direct younger 
branch of the line of Eomanoff hecame extinct, 
and the collateral houae of Holstein-Gottorp 
assumed their place in the person of Peter the 
Third. Tliis Ivan, we have here namedj passed a 
miserahle life of imprisonment, in various places, 
and perished in 1761, during the reign of Cathe- 
rine the Second, in the fortress of Schlusselburg, 
on the occasion of the relwllion of IMirovitch, who 
tried to deliver him. He was a Romanoff of the 
elder branch hy the maternal side; his fatheu 
belonged to the house of Brunswick, 

The mother of Peter the Third was Anna 
Petrovaa, elder sister of the Empress Elizabeth j 
liis father was the Dulte Chailes Frederic of HoU| 
steiu-Gottorp, He was thus the grandson 
Peter the Pirst by the female line, first cousin 
Peter the Second, and with him commences the 
coUuteral branch of the lineage of Peter the' 
Groat. This unfortunate monarch was bom atj 
Kiclj ill Germany, and gave great disgust to hi*^ 
9il\iAcet3 and the iufluentid nobility of the old 
school, hv ciUliug himself a German, and repudiat. 
ktt iKe title of llussian. In early youthj he waa ^ 
mmkii to Catherine, daughter of the Prine 
41 A^bJl*2tt-hst, who had then scai'cely com- 



pleted lier sixteentk year. They soon began to 
bate each other with mortal antipathy; no two 
dispositions were ever more tiioroughly uncon- 
genial. She possessed a bold, undaunted spirit, 
with a masculine understanding. Peter was 
coarse, grovelhng, and mean, with no spark of 
royalty in his composition* He gave himself up 
to low society and to the moat seandalous excesses. 
Catherine, even in her early youth j was by no 
means remarkable for her \irtue, but had not 
yet reached that excess of impurityj which 
obtained for lier in her imperial Ucencej the name 
of the modern Messalina, With the inconsistency 
usual in such cases, each party reproached the 
other, Catherine, stung by her husband's bruta- 
lity, became still more openly indecorous in her 
conduct, and Peter indulged in habitual drunken- 
ness and debauchery to such an extent, that he 
must have been deranged. He at length became 
so infatuated by his disgust for Catherine and Im 
passion for one of his mistresses, the Countess 
"Woronzofl:^ that he had determined to divorce and 
imprison the former, and raise the latter lawfully 
to his throne and bed. Informed of his designs, 

I Catherine promptly took the initiative, and car- 
ried a grand cnup d'etat. She caused her hus- 
band to be seized, and sent as a prisoner to a 
Ball palace about twenty miles from St, Peters- 



Ijurghj wliere Prince Alexis Orloff speedily dis- 
patched him J with the conniTance, if not at the 
positive conunand of the empress. This explosion 
and catastrophe occurred in July, 1762, a little 
more than one year after they bad ascended the 
throne; mid in the course of the next month, 
Catherine was solemnly crowned Empress of all 
the Buaaias. Loud hosannas pealed to heaven i: 
pious gratitude ft-om the mouths of millions, 
thanking providence for the blessing bestowed on 
them LQ such a sovereign- mother ; and ambas- 
sadors &om every potentate in Europe knelt ia 
congratulation before the thi^ne polluted by lust, 
intempei'ancej and murder. Yet she ruled well 
and wisely, following firmly in the footsteps of 
Peter the Great, with measnreleas schemes of 
ambition in one hand, and endless projects of 
improvement and civilisation in the other. She 
patronized Icamingj eiiconraged education, affected 
philosophy, composed moral tales for the use of 
children, translated a code of original laws into 
German, wrote some dramatic pieceSj dbcoursed 
with apparent unction on religious subjects, ob- 
served all the outward forms of piety, ordered a 
Te Deum when Suvaroff butchered thirty thou- 
sand Turks at Ismail, and converted each of her 
palaces into a monster seraglio. Immersed in. 
pleasure, &he never neglected business, and died 



^ 
^ 




I 
I 



"THE IMP08T0E PUGATBCHEFP, 

with perfect composure and a tranquil conscience, 

suxToimded hj tlie great officers of state, the 
ministers of the church, and the familisur asso- 
ciates of her domestic orgies. Such was Cathe- 
rine the Second^ called by the Prinoe de Ligne, 
Ler biographer and eulogist^ '* Catherine the 
Great;" the grajidmother of the late Emperor 
Alexandefi and of the living autocrat Nicholas. 
Many years after Catherine had reigned in 
nndistiirbed possession of the sovereign power, a 
representative of her late hiisljand arose in the 
persou of the celebrated impostor PugatscheflT, 
who bcaiing a strong pci'sonal resemblance to the 
deceased emperor, was in 1773j encoiu-aged to 
pass himself for that nionai'ch. He had served in 
the Austrian and Prussian armies, and possessed 
dariuig courage with very considerable abilities. 
At first his partisans were few, but they soon. 
increased to a formidable number. He gave 
battle to the troops of the empress, defeated them 
several times, captured Kazan, the ancient capital 
of the empire, and gave ample employment to 
Catherine, her ministers ^id armies, for two 
years. At length, when apparently at the height 
of success, and threatening Moscow itself, he was 
betrayed by some of his own followersj made 
prisoner, triedj mid executed, with many rebel 
leaders, in 1775. The adventures of this Eusaian 
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Perkin Warteck are little knowiij bat highly 
intereatin^. They have lately been described 
from atithentic sources , and form a moat valuable 
portion of an agreeable workj written by Mr, G. T. 
TmTierelli, entitle d, " Historical, Picturesque, and 
Descriptive Sketches of Kazan;, the ancient capi- 
tal of the Tartar Khans," In that work is con- 
tained an animated account of the rebellion of 
Pugatsehcff, together -with much information 
respecting people, placeSj and eventSj as little 
familiar to the general readerj as the early annals 
of China, before the age of Confiicius. 

There arc not wanting to this day, many in 
Russia, who eontcBd that PugatscheflF was no 
impostor, but really the man he pretended to be. 
But the idea is an idle chimera, and is maintained 
by mere ^isionarie&j in the face of the most con- 
clusive evidence to the contrary, 

Catherine reigned thirty-four yearsj and died in 
1796j at the ripe age of sisty- seven. The list 
of her personal favourites is innumerable. They 
were geuerally chosen firom their stature and 
muscular proportions^ without much reference 
to mental capaciiy. Of these, Prince Poterakin 
exercised the longest sway^ and enjoyed the 
greatest power. He was one of the most remark- 
able men that Euasia produced, and exercised a 
mighty influence over the fortunes of his conntry. 
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But he Tras personally unpopular, ajtliough his 
measures were successful. Perhaps the richest 
subject in Europe, with wealth exceeding that of 
many sovereignsj he died (by accident) in £l ditch, 
into which he was lifted for ease, from liis car- 
riage, and placed under a tree by the road side, 
when seized with the pangs of death in the pro- 
gress of a journey* Sejauus, Wolsey, and Buck- 
ingham, never revelled in the plenitude of impe- 
rial favouritism, to the extent, or for the time, that 
Potemkin did, Russia belonged more to him 
than to his Empress. His character was a jum- 
ble of inconsistency, a mass of antithiBea, without 
solid foundation or a definite object. Count 
S%ur, who knew him intimately, has sketched 
this extraordinaiy individual with a graphic 
pencil. 

" In the person of Prince Potemkin were 
collected the moat opposite defects and advan- 
tages of every kind. He was avai-icious and 
ostentatiousj despotic and obligiug, politic and 
confiding, licentious and superstitious, bold and 
timidj ambitious and indiscreet, lavish of his 
bounties to his relations, his mistresses, and his 
favourites, yet frequently paying neither hia 
household nor his creditors. His consequence 
always depended on a woman, and he was always 
unfaitbfuJ to her. Notiiing could equal the 
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activity of bis mmd^ nor the mdolencc of Ha 
body. No dangers could appal his coiiragCj no 
difficulties force him to abandon his projects- 
But the success of an enterprise always brought 
on disgust. Every thing with him was desnitoi^ 
— ^business;, pleasure^ temper, coiirage. His pre- 
sence was a restraint on every company. He 
was morose to all that stood in awe of him, and 
caressed all such as accosted him ^'ith familiarity. 
None had read less than he; few people were 
better informed. One while he formed the pro- 
ject of becoming Duke of Courland ; at another, 
he thought of bestowing on himself the crown of 
Poland, He frequently talked of making him- 
aelf a bishop, or eyen a simple monk. He built 
a superb palace, and wanted to sell it before it 
was finished, Li hh youth he had pleased 
Catheiine by the ardour of his passion, by his 
valour, and by his masculine beauty. Become 
the rival of Orloff, he performed for his sovereign 
whatever the most romantic passion could inspire. 
He put out an eye to free it from a blemish that 
diminished its beauty. Banished by his rival, he 
ran to meet death in battle, and returned with 
glory. He died in 1791, at the age of fiffcy^two/* 
The character is a duplicate of Dry den's Zimri — 

" A man ao various that he Beem'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome." 



HIB OHAJEACTKK* 



€3 



Invested with absolate power, for inscrutable 
poses, we may readily suppose that such an 
ill rcgnlated mind proved a ividely extended in- 
etrumcnt of mischief^ and added a heavy burden 
to the weight of human calamity. Potemkin lives 
in history, but no respect attaches to his name. 
He is notorious rather than celehratedj a 
destroyer, not a benefactor. His immortality ia 
the nnenviablc fame of Erostratus, and haa no 
particle of the pure renown of Aristidcs. lie 
was buried at Cher son; but Paul, on his acces- 
sion^ ordered the body to be exhumed, and cast 
into the first hole that might be found. It was 
accordingly taken up and thrown into the ditch 
of the fortresSj with aa little ceremony as if it had 
been that of a dead dog. 

During the reign of Catherine the Second 
was conceived, digested, and perpetrated, the moat 
atrocious poHtical enormity which sulhes the 
pages of European history j we mean the dis- 
memberment of Poland. As Talleyrand said 
afterwards, on another lamentable occasion, the 
mistake was, if possible, ^eater than the crime. 
France and England could have prevented this 
foul act ; but blind to the rights of humanity and 
their own self-evident interests, these two great 
nations closed their eyes in fatal supineness, while 
an ancient, gallant, independent nation was swept 
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from the map of Europe, without an assigned 
cause, or even a plausible pretext. The idea 
was first suggested hj the Machiavelian brain of 
Frederick tlie Great. The tigress of the North 
responded to it with a convulsive spring; and the 
gentle Maria Theresaj after a Httle hesitation, 
consented to Bhare in the anticipated plunder. 
For a century before, the balance of power had 
been the great watchword in the mouths of the 
leading politicians of Europe,, and the first article 
in theiF acknowledged creede ; hut now the phrase 
and the principle were equally east aside. Austria 
and Prussia had long been deadly enemies, and 
both hated Russia even beyond the detestation 
they cherished for each other. Yet they made 
common cause, conspired against a country they J 
were each pledged to protectj and with shamelesal 
profligacy became leagued in a scheme of robbery * 
on a scale of unprecedented grandeur, consum- 
mated by the sacrifice of half-a-millioii of lives. 
On the part of Austria, toOj there was the addi-j 
tional sin of beavy Lngratitade; for not more] 
than eighty years had elapsed since John Sobieakil 
and his valiant Poles responded to her cry of 
despair, and saved her capital from the belea- 
guering Turksj and the impending horrors of an 
assault, Tlus act alone sliould have covered) 
Poland with a protecting segis, and least of all, \ 
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ihe a riglit to expect a deadly wound from 
tlie nation alie liad preserved, Russia, too, might 
have reniembered that Sigismund the Second 
once gave away her crown in Moscow, antici- 
pating a march which met with less success two 
centuries later; and Pruaaiaj unless she falsified 
her annala, would find there that her dukes had 
long been subject to the Jagellon kings of 
Poland, and bowed before them with submissive 
inferiority. But the cijxiing wheel of time had 
placed weak nations in the posts formerly occu- 
pied by strong ones ; and Poland had gone down^ 
while Austria, Prussiia, and Kussia had risen on 
her decline. The grooving evila engendered by 
an elective monarchy, a lawless nobility, and an 
I enslaved population, were about to be illustrated 
Ijy a memorable example. If any human being 
could be imagined less fettered by scruples of any 
kindj politicalj moral, or religious, where personal 
ambition was concerned, than Catherine of Russia, 
that respectable individual was the far-famed 
Prussian monai-ch, the great warrior, legislator^ 
philosopher, essayist, historian, poet, musician, 
and free-thinker; compared to whom Richelieu 
was a timid novice in applyiDg the doctrine that 
the end sanctified the means, and who w^aa ready 
at any moment for a partition treaty with Satan 
himself^ provided an increase of territory was to 
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be obtained for Ma own kingdom. Maria Thereaa 
was less eager, and some diplomatic ingeimity 
became necessary before she suffered herself to 
be warmly drawn in as a party to the nefarious 
project. 

After the first division of 1772, when Poland 
was deprived of all her vigorous hmbs, a miserable 
torso remained, with a nominal king, a shadow of 
independence, and the guarantee of protection 
from the spoHators. At the end of eighteen 
years, thia remnant of what had once been a 
flourishing kingdom, began to think that internal 
reform might yet bring back dceaying sti*ength, 
and ventnred the experiment of a new constitu- 
tiou. The object was exclusively domestic, and 
aimed at no change in the existing state of 
foreign relations* The Pnxssian monarch had 
treacherously encouraged the Poles, and promised 
help in case of Russian hostility. Tlie latter 
power at once denounced the Polish reform aa a 
declaration of war, and marched an overwhelming 
force into the devoted territory. Stanislaus, the 
king of Poland, waa cowardly in mind and body j 
hut Kosciusko became his country's champion, 
and although he could not save, he encircled her 
expiring brows with a chaplet of immortal glory. 
On the fatal field of Maciorice (Oct. 1794)^ he 
was wounded and taken prisoner j and Suvaroff, 
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after butchering in cold blood 30^000 Poles, of 
all ages and conditions^ subsequent to the capture 
of Warsaw^ on the 8th Nov. in the same year, 
extinguished further opposition, and Poland finaUy 
disappeared from the list of nations* Frederick 
and Maria Theresa had long; been dead, but 
the Empress Catherine still surrivedj and wit- 
ne^ed the fuH consummation of her long- 
cheriahed plans. 

Twelve years passed overj ajid with them many 
stirring' events and id any chaages in the arrangc- 
mmit of the states of Europe. On the 18th of 
Nov., 1806, a French army, flushed with the 
victory of Jena, and the utter annihilation of 
Pruasia, entered in triumph the ancient capital 
if Polandj and displayed their standards and 
'eagles on the ramparts of Warsaw. A general 
cry of exultation resounded through the land, the 
heart of Poland throbbed with anxious hope, and 
her resuscitation appeared almostccrtain. Napoleon 
hesitated, paused in the intention he had dehbe- 
rately formed, and was induced to lay it aside 
altogether. Friedland enabled him to dictate Ma 
own terms; but the Treaty of Tilsit, signed on 
the 7th of July^ 1807, contained no article an- 
nouncing that a native Sobieski, a Poniatowaki, 
or even the chivalrous French soldier Murat, was 
to number amongst the sovereigns of Europe as 
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king of ancient Sarmatia. Tlie great conqiierOT 
lost a great opportunity ; to lose it again a second 
time J when the fortune of war a second time 
courted him to accept it. It was not that he was 
blindj imgenerous, or insensible to the devotion 
"which the Poles exhibited towards Ids persoUj or 
the strong reliance thej placed on his invincible 
strength. But he suffered other political con- 
siderations to away him, and they all tended in a 
perverse direction. Hia paramount object for 
the moment was to cripple the commerce of 
England ; he had lately issued his iamous Berlin 
decrceSj and he accorded easy terms to the 
Russian emperor, to induce him to co-operate 
warmly in carrying them out. He therefore 
contented himself with the erection of the grand 
duchy of Warsaw as an appanage of Saxonjj 
instead of re-organizing the independent king- 
dom of Poland. Alexander, by a secret article, 
obtained leave, to seize on Finland^ although 
Constantinople was denied to hinij at which he 
plaiidy indicated his dissatisikction, observing 
that every man ought to possess the gates of his 
own house. 

Five years roUed on in the unerring course 
of time, and the Bummer of 1813 saw fom* hun- 
dred thousand French warriors on the banjcs of 
the Niemen, preparlag to throw themselvea into 
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the lieart of Uwssia, and expecting to dictate tlie 
terms of peace at Moscow and St. Petersburg. 
liberated Poland stretcbed out her bands behind 
them, and her hardy soldiers filled their ranks 
with comrades eager to partake thdr glory. That 
moment was the crisis of Napoleon^ s fate ; and he 
suffered it to escape. Had be paused on the 
frontier, instead of madly rushing into inter- 
minable wasteSj where he could establish neither a 
sound base of operatiousj nor flanks to sustain it ; 
had he proclaimed the restoration of Poland in 
its fiiU integrity, promised Sweden to co-operate 
in the restoration of Finland to her dominion, 
and kept ahve the Turkiab war with money, men^ 
and miUtary supplies, instead of suffering Russian 
diplomacy to out-manoeuvre and defeat bim in 
that all-important quarter (and it is cUfficult to 
understand why he, who saw so clearly, should 
suddenly become blind); had this been hia course, 
■it appears almost certain that complete success 
Hff-ould have attended the cnterpriae, which ended 
H&n his ruin. So long as Russia was crippled and 
hroTJght to her knees, it mattered httle whether 
the treaty of peace was signed at Moscow or 
"Warsaw^ but, for the empty vanity of dating 
from the Kremlin^ he sacrificed fifteen years of 
unchequered victory, and surrendered sober judg- 
ment to the influence of fatality. Above every 
.thing else, it wag madness beyond the cure of all 
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the hellebore in the three Anticyrae, to leave what 
Talleyrand called the Spanish ulcer in active viru- 
lence behind him. But argument waa at an end, 
when, in reply to the remonstrancea of the Abbe 
de Pradt, he led him to a window^ and, pointing 
to the heavenSj exclaimedj ''Do you see that 
Btar?" In the words of Lord Byron, '^ never had 
mortal man such opportumtyj or abused it more." 
Since authentic history has recorded hmuan traus- 
actiona^ the same power haa never been placed 
within a single grasp. He had no necessity to 
hvctrjf time was before himj he was in the ftdl 
vigour of manhoodj not more than forty-three 
years of age ; his empire was fh-mly consolidatedj 
his allies faithfiilj for as yet they had no temp- 
tation to drop from him to the stronger side. 
If the first Napoleon had re-established Poland 
in 1812, instead of rushing into the jaws of an 
enemy he might easily have evaded — ^the climate 
of Russia more death-dealing than her warriors — 
and leading his matchless host to perish in the 
snoWj the chances are, that he would have died 
in the TuiUeries, and not on the rock of 
St. Helena — the sanguinary struggle for Polish 
independence in 1830 would never have occurred, 
and the tyrajiny exercised by Nicholas over that 
devoted country would not be reckoned amongst 
the political misdeeds for which we may hope he 
is now called upon to atone. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

▲OOESaiON OF PAUL— OHABAOTEB AND SXFLOITS OF SOVABOFF. 

Paul succeeded to the throne of Russia on the 
death of Catherine the Second. At that time, 
the empire had increased to eighteen millions 
of square miles, comprising thirty-three millions 
of inhabitants. The latter had more than doubled 
since the accession of Peter the Great, during the 
lapse of a century. Paul was bom on the 1st of 
October, 1754, and consequently was forty-two 
at his accession. His parents had but one other 
child, a daughter named Anne, 'Who died in early 
infancy. He was twice married. By his first 
wife, Nathalie, Princess of Hesse-Darmstadt (who 
died 1776), he had no family. By his second, 
Maria, Princess of Wurtemburg (who died in 
1828), he had ten children, four sons and six 
daughters. They are as follow : — 

Alexander, late emperor, bom 1777; died 1825. 




Conatantine, bom 1779 

Alexsmdrinaj born 1783; married 
PsJatine of Hungary; died 1801* 

Helenaj born 1784; married to Frederick, Prince 
of MeMenburg-Strelitz ; died 1816. 

Maria^ born 1786; married to CharleSj Duke' 
of S axe- Weimar, 

Catherine, born 1788; mamed first to Prince 
George of Holstein-Oldenburgb, secondly to Wil^ 
Ham the First, King of Wurtemburg ; died 1819* 

Olga, bom 1792; died in 1795, 

Anne, born 1795; married "William the Second, 
King of Holland. 

Nicholas, the present emperor, bom 1796. 

Michael, bora 1798. 

Paul disliked and feared his mother. The 
reminiaceiices attached to her aetiona were too 
painftd to allow of love or esteem. His temper 
was always wayward and Tiolent, and soured b; 
degrees into the intolerable extravagance and mad- 
ness which led to his death, Long before he suc- 
eeeded to the throne, he countentcted and opposed 
the policy of Catherine wherever he was allowed 
do so. One of his earliest acts, when he becami 
emperor, was dictated by sound judgment. Hi 
re-established the succession by hereditary descent 
in the male Une, abrogating the decree of Peter 
the Great; and only on the extinction of every 
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male lieir, was the crown to devolve to a woman. 
In sucli case, the throne was to beloBg to that 
princess who, at the time of the decease of the 
last emperor, was his neareat relation; andj in 
default of direct heirs from her, the other prin- 
cesses of the imperial house were to follow in the 
order of their relationship* Had Paul died imme- 
diately after issuing thif decree, he would have 
done some good in hia generation, his memory 
would have been tolerably respectable for a Russiaii 
emperor, and his subjects would have been spared 
the necessity of Hmiting his tyranny by strangu- 
lation. 

Paul was eager for war. The doctrines of the 
French Revolution disgusted him; as a genuiue 
autocrat, he held democratic principles in abhor- 
rence; and had no sympathy for freedom of 
thought or action in any but himself. When 
the Emperor Francis appealed to his assistance, 
he very willingly despatched Suvaroff with 
, twenty-five thousand men to sweep like a simoom 
^across the north of Italy^ while, at the same time, 
he lent eighteen thousand more to co-operate 
with the English in their projected expedition to 
Holland in 1 799. He held the soldiers of Western 
Europe in httle estimation; and thought with 
Caesar, that his Russians had only to comOj see, 
and conquer. 
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Sttvaroff was nearly as mad as his Imperial mas- 
ter; but he poaseased a military geniua peculiar 
to Mmself alone, and quite beyond the reach of 
ordinary criticism. He soared above all known 
rules, and aucceeded^ while common capacities 
sinned against tbem, and failed. Hia predominant 
fault was hia utter carelessness of human iile» 
So that he carried hia i>bject, he heeded not at 
what sacrifice ; but he did carry it in the face of 
aU. opposition; and, with intuitiye quickness, he 
seized opportunities as they arose in the heat of 
battle, and turned them to account with the 
rapidity of lightning. If he was riot a great 
master in the science of warj he was a terrible 
instrument in practiccj and struck with appalling 
energy. Parma, Trebia, and Novi taught the 
French that they had no longer to deal with the 
heavy tactics of Austria, or with a general who 
regidated his movements by the measured scale of 
an Aulic Council. Morean taunted N^apoleon with 
being a conqueror at the rate of ten thousand 
men a-day : he might have applied the sarcasm 
to SuvarofF with superior justice. 

The Bussian chief affected inspiration to inflame 
the fanaticism of his soldiers, and thus bound them 
to him by the double tie of personal regard and 
religious devotion. When forced to fall back by 
the disaatd of Xoraakoffj who had been signally 
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defeated by Masseaa at Zurichj Suvaroff flung 
himself in frantic pasaion on the gronndj and 
implored Ma men to trample idm to pieces, rather 
than give way before the enemy; but they took 
him up in their arms aud continued the retreat. 
The veterans yvho served under Suvaroff used 
afterwards to boastj that their favourite leader 
was never cold, afraid^ or defeated. 

For his victories in the marvellous campaign 
of 1799j he was created a prince, with the hono- 
rary cognomen of Italiskt/^ meaning the "over- 
runner of Italy j" as Diebitsch was afterwards deno- 
miuated Zabalkmisky, or "the Balkan passer;'^ 
and Paakievitch Erlvansky, or " the taker of 
Erivan/' The Buasiaua appear to have adopted 
this mode of rewarding services in imitation of 
the ancient Eomans^ who gave suiiiamea to their 
Tictorious geuerals from the countriea they sub- 
dued. 

In the aequelj Paul treated his hero with 
signal ingratitudCj which preyed on his apiritSj 
and caused liim to die of vexation in 1800. We 
should think more highly of Suvaroff as a mili- 
tary chieftain, if we could expunge from his 
history the blood-stained leaf which records the 
butcheries of Ismail and Warsaw^ on each of 
which occasions thirty thousand helpless beings 
were slaughtered in cold blood, when all resist- 
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ance had ceased. His despatch, annotmcmg thb 
taJdng of Ismail, is the shortest on record, and 
was conched in a couplet, for he was a poet as 
well as a conqueror. The literal translation runs 
thus : " Glory to Grod and to the Empress I 
Ismail's oursj" — a volume of blasphemy and 
carnage compressed into nine short words. Ano- 
ther rhyming translation has been given as fol- 
lows : — 

** Glory to God, and gloiy Tinto you ! 
The fort is taien, and I am in it too l" 

A rhyme seems to be no unusual formula in 
Russian official communications. When the well- 
known Admiral Puke (an Englishman) retired in 
disgust, he thus announced his intention to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty : — 

" I am sick of the service, so tell the Grand Duke, 
Tve thrown up my commission — your servant, 

John Pukb." 

Suvaroff was created to be a Russian general. 
His character may be traced more clearly, in the 
extraordinary manual he composed for the in- 
struction of his soldiers, than in a folio of studied 
description. This document he termed his 
"Catechism." A literal translation is given by 
Dr. Clarke, in the appendix to his Travels, from 
which we have selected the following extract : — 

" A Discourse under the Trigger." (The general 
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is supposed to be inspecting the Hue and address- 
ing tlie troops.) 

'' Heela close! — knees straight! — a soldier must 
stand like a dart 1 — I see the fourth — ^the fifth I 
don't see! A soldier's step is twenty-eight 
inches — ^iji wheeling, half as much again. Keep 
your distances well. SoldierSj join elbows ia front. 
First rank three steps from the second — in march- 
ing, two. Give the drum room ! Keep your ball 
three days, it may happen for a whole campaign, 
when lead cannot be had. Fire seldom, but fire 
sure. Push hard with the bayonet — the baU 
will lose its way, the bayonet never. The ball is 
a fool J the bayomt a hero I Stab once, and oflF 
with the Turk firom the bayonet. Even, when 
he's dead beware of him, you may get a scratch 
from his sabre. If the sabre be near your neck, 
dodge back one step, and push on again. Stab 
the second, stab the third I A hero will stab half- 
a-dozen. Be sure youjr ball's in your gun. If 
three attack you, stab tlie first, fire on the second, 
aad bayonet the thii'd — this seldom happens. 
(Very seldom indeed, and is much easier said 
than done.) TVTien you fire, take aim at their 
guts, and fire about twenty balls. Buy lead fi-om 
your economij, (The treasury of the mesa. The 
Russian soldiers buy their ovra lead.) It costs 
little. We fire sure — we lose not one ball in 
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Hasty ; m ihr lijrlit and heavy artilleiyj not one 
iu tcu. If you scQ the match upon a gun, run 
Q{» to i( iujtt«.iit}T ; the ball will fly OTer yonf 
hotd. The ffuiis w« yotiTs, the people are yours 1 
down with Vm upon the spot, pursue 'em, stab 
'em ! Pic for the honour of the Virgin Mary, 
for your mother^ (the Empress Catherine — yonr 
foiiher, if an emperoT), for all the royal family. 
The ehiirrh pravs for those that die; and those 
who sim-ive have honour and reward. Offend 
wot the peaceable Inhabitant^ he gives us meat 
and drink — the soldier is cot a robber. B&ottf 
M a Ao/y thinfff If you take a camp, it is all 
y(Dura% If you take a fortresa, it is all yours. At 
liuuailj besides other things, the soldiers shared 
gold and sUver by handfiilSj and bo in other 
pkce«; but wtut for orderSj before you faJl to 
booty r^ 

UU instructions with regard to diet are 

dcdidoua. " Have a dread of the hospital. German 

' ^ . 'vs from afar, and is good for nothing. 

ath, (h^nk, ah% and food; for the sick 

airx wid tirmk. For him who neglects his 

r, arrest i if a sub-officer, lashes i 

* * who neglects himself, viore 

10 enemy trembles at you! 

/r fuemy greater than the 

m4/ JbMVJbumr. From the Iialf^ 
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ag, the guessing, Ijingj ileceitful, the 
p&laTering eqiiivocation, squeamishuess, and aon- 
aense of ' donH know/ lamiy disastera origiiiate." 
, Suvaroff had such an intense aversion to any 
person^s saying *^ I don't know" in answer to hia 
qnestionSj that he became almost frantic with 
passion. His officers and soldiers were so well 
aware of tliia singularity, that thej would hazard 
any reply instantly, accurate or not, rather than 
venture to incur hia displeasure by professing 
ignorance. 

This synopsis of instruction is a most original 

(compound of buftbonery, madness, and sound 
sensej admirably adapted to the comprehension of 
the catechumens for whom it was drawn up. 
Snvaroff had aa much tact as O'Connell, in 
fluiting Lis harangues to the quality of hia audi- 
tors. He winds up with, good practical philo- 
sophy. '' One wise man is worth three foola ; and 
even three are little, give six; and even sis are 
little, give ten ! one clever fellow will beat them 
aU, overthrow them, and take them prisoners !'* 

The ill-digested cauipaigii of Holland in 1799, 
beheld Englisli and Russian troops, for the first 
time, acting in concert. The fraternization mixed 
I up badly, and both parties soon entertained 
mutual dishke, mistmst, and contempt. The 
Enssians were clumsily commanded, and went 
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headlong on Eke LUnd bull-dogs, without plan, 
concert, or support, until beaten back again, wlien 
they plundered and burnt all that fell in their 
w&ji people^ animals, and liabitationa, on the 
Tight and left, in the front and rear. They 
resembled the Free Conipaniona of the middle 
ages, in courage, license, and ferocity. 

It was difficult to form any opinion of their 
generals, who appeared to concentrate all their 
notions of strategy in. a rush and a " Hoorah !" 
Hemianu was taken prisoner in the first engage- 
mentj and EsseUj his successor, said little and did 
less. The combined force was under the nomiaal 
cMjntrol of the Duke of York | but by the sapient 
ordination of the ministryj and as if to show that 
they had no confidence in their own selection^ he 
was forbidden to venture on any moTemcnt of 
importance, without the previous sanction of a 
council of war; the most improved method of 
reducing a eomraander-in-chief to a cypher, and 
of augmenting the proliabilities of faUiu-e. 

To the British Cabinet, therefore, and their 
council of war, must be attri])uted the ill-fortune 
irhich attended all the operations after the sue* 
cessful landing at the Holder, and the capture of 
the Butch fleet in the Texeh Our government 
had persuaded themselves, without any evidence 
much stronger than their own desires, that the 
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inhaHtants of the Seven Provinces were tired of 
French oppression, and panting for liberty. It 
appeared that they were more tired of the House 
of Orange, and judging by their conduct to our 
troops when thcj retreated through Holland to 
\Testphalia, in 1795, it was an idle notion to 
suppose thejr would welcome the English aa 
deliverers. On the contrary they received thera at 
the point of the bayonet, and made common cause 
with the French, on whom they placed the greater 
reliance. Many of our previous continental 
expeditions had shown that we were migratory 
birds of passage, who came and went according 
to perpetually shifting circumstances. In thia 
abortive attempt to win back Holland, the force 
employed, although of discordant materials, was 
adequate to the purpose, and the opposing 
generals, Brune and Van damme, were not men of 
iirst-rate pretensions. There was nothing in their 
names or reputation equal to solid legions on the 
day of battle. Yet a campaign in which thirty- 
eight thousand troops took the field against 
twenty-five thousand, terminated in three months, 
by the former entering into a capitulation to 
evacuate, by a given day, the country they ought 
to have conqiiered; and the military character of 
Englandj aa far as regarded her capability of con- 
ducting war on the grand scale, received a shock. 
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which a long succession of triumphs^ £rom Alex- 
andria to Waterloo, with difficulty retrieved. 
This is a distasteful reminiscence, hut there is 
little wisdom in an attempt to disguise or "burke '' 
the truth. The lessons taught by defeat, if 
properly applied, are often more valuable than 
those derived from victory. 
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The Russian emperor^ vexed and disappointed 
at the result of affairs in Italjr and Holland^ in tlie 
way^rard restlessness of inaanity, imaginedj as 
madmen usually do, that he was betrayed by his 
fiiiends. Accordinglyj he veered round, beginning 
now to admire the fVench in proportion as he had 
formerly detested them. Perhapa hia actual aber- 
ration of mind was greatly increased by these 
unexpected disasters. Be that as it may, England 
now became the perpetual nightmare which dis- 
turbed his dreams, and the object of his waking 
antipathy. The French government was not slow 
to profit by this sudden change in the sentimenta 
of the unsteady autocrat, and strenuously pro- 
moted the Northern Confederacy, which Paul 
opeoly joined^ and placed himself at the head of, 
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in November 1 800, having previously laid an em- 
bargo on British property in Russia. His mind 
seemed for the moment to be concentrated on 
devising petty schemes of annoyance against the 
Enghsh residents at the capital. From these, 
even the ara bass ador. Sir Charles (afterwards Lord) 
Whitworth, was not exempt. The sledge of Count 
E.azumouskyj who had offended hinij waSj by the 
Emperor's order, broken into email pieceSj while 
he stood by and directed the work. It happened 
to be of a blue colour, and the count's sen^nts 
wore red liveries. Upon which an nkase was im- 
mediately puhHshedj prohibiting throughout the 
empire of all the Russiasj the use of bine in orna- 
menting sledges, and of red liveriea. In conse- 
quence of this sage decree, the British Ambas- 
sador and many others were compelled to change 
their equipages. One evening, at his theatre in 
the palace of the Hermitagej a French piece waa 
performed, in which the story of the English gun- 
powder plot waa introduced- Tlie Emperor was 
observed to listen to it with earnest attention, and 
as soon as it was over he ordered all the vaults 
beneath the palace to be searched. 

His wild eccentricities woidd have been some- 
times amusing, hut that tliey were never divested 
of cruelty or mischief. Comiag down the street 
called the Perspective, he perceived a nobleroan 
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yrho waa taking his walk, and had stopped to look 
at some workmen who were planting trecfi by the 
monarch's order* " What are you doing ? " said 
the EmperoFj '^Merely seeing the men work,** 
replied the nobleman j " Oh^ is that your employ- 
ment ? Take off his pelisse and give him a spade ! 
ThcrCj now work yourself ! " 

The present Emperor Nicholas, some time since, 
driving along in his droshkyj observed an English 
gentleman move down another street j apparently, 
as he thought J to avoid him. He sent an officer 
to ask why he had done so when the emperor was 
coming. The answer was^ "that he did not see 
his Imperial Majesty," "Theu desire him to 
wear spectacles in futiire," was the immediate 
command J with which the delinquent waa forced 
to comply during the remainder of Mb residence 
m St, Pctersburgh, much to his own annoyance 
and the amusement of hia friends, for he waa 
a remarkably well-looking man, and piqned him- 
self on his clear sight. 

Paul was perhaps the ugliest specimen of huma- 
nity that had ever been seen, which was the more 
aingulaTj as his children, with the exception of 
the Grand Duke Conatantiae, were all eminently 
handsome. His wife, the Princess of Wirtem- 
burgj was a woman of great beauty, highly en- 
dofwed in qualities of mind. The present Empcxor 
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has always been accounted the finest looking man 
m Europej and Alexander excited much admira- 
tion from his preposseasing exterior when he 
TJsited England, in 1814. Their sister also, the 
Duchess of Oldenhnrgh, was approved of even by 
the fastidious taste of George the Foui'th. The 
Calmueka are a hideous race, buttbepliysiognomy 
of Paul far exceeded ordinal^ Calmuck ferocity 
and brutish expression. When enraged, he lost 
all command of himselfj which occasionally gaye 
rise to ludicrous scenes. The courtiers knew 
very TreU when the storm was gathering, by a 
trick the Emperor had in those moments, of blow- 
ing from his nnder-lip against the end of bis short 
nose. In the rare intervals of better temper hia 
good humour was betrayed by an uncouth way of 
swinging liis legs and feet about in walking. Upon 
these occasions his conveneation was silly, and too 
grossly indecent to be listened to by eara polite. 
If women were present his language became more 
oifensiTe than ever. Everybody throughout the 
empire was under surveillance, and " suspected of 
being suspicious.^'' A request to leave the country 
entailed banishment to Siberia or to the mines. 
If any family received visitors of an evening ; if 
four people were seen walking together ; if any 
one spoke too loud, or whistled^ or sang, or looked 
inquisitive^ or examined any pubhc building with 
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attention, or appeared thoughtful, or stopped to 
gaze Toiind him, or stood still in the streets, or 
walked too faat or too slowj he was liable to be erosa 
questioned as to his motives, to he reprimanded 
and insulted by the authoritici. The dress of 
Englishmen in particular ^om regulated by the 
police. They were ordered to wear a three-cor- 
nered hat, or, as a substitute, a round hat pinned 
np with three corners; a long queue measured to 
the eighth of au inch, with a curl at the end ; a 
single-breaated coat and waistcoat j buckles at the 
knees, and in the shoes instead of strings. Orders 
were given to arrest any person who should be 
found wearing pantaloons. An English servant 
was dragged fipoui behind a sledge and caned ia 
the streets, for haTing too tliick a neckcloth, and 
if it had been too thiu, that pretext would have 
been used for a similar punishment. After every 
precaution, the dress when put on, never satisfied 
the pohce or the Emperor — either the hat waa 
not put on straight, or the hair was too short, or 
the coat was not cut square enough, A lady at 
court wore her hair rather lower ou the neck than 
was consistent with the ukase, whereupon she waa 
ordered into close confinement to be fed on bread 
and water. A gentleman^ s hah* fell a little ovcrliia 
forehead while dancing at a ball, upon which a 
policeman with loud abuse told him, that if he did 
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not iDstantlj cut his hair he would find a soldier 

who should shave his head. 

When the ukase first appeared concerning the 
form of the hatj, the son of an English merchant^ 
with a view to baffle the police, appeared in the 
streets of St. Petersburghj having on hia head an 
English hunting cap, at sight of which the autho- 
rities were puzzled, Whut could this mysterious 
integument be ? " It was not a cocked hat," they 
saidj " neither was it a round hat/' In their em- 
barrassment they reported the affair to the Em- 
peror^j who was as much confounded as his officials. 
A new ukase became indispensable. Accordingly 
a fresh ordinance was promulgated and levelled 
at the hunting cap ^ but not knoving how to de- 
scribe the anomaly, the decree announced, that no 
person on pain of death should appear in public 
with the thing on Ids ksad worn by the merchant's 
son. An order against wearing boots with coloured 
tops was most rigorously enforced. The police 
officers stopped a foreigner driving through the 
streets in a pair of English top boots. This gentle- 
man expostulated with them, saying that he had 
no others, and certainly would not cut off the tops 
of his boots. Upon which, the officers, each seizing 
a leg as he sat in his droshky, fell to work and drew 
off his boot8j leaving him to go barefooted home,* 

♦ Sea Clarts'a TtaTela. 
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All letters were opened, and if ihej coBtained any 
unintelligible or difficnlt passage, it was imme- 
diately construed into direct treason, and the 
writer hurried to Siberia without examination- 
It was impossible that thia state of affairs could 
st long. On the 2nd of April, 1801, Lord Nelson 
shook the Northern Confederacy to its basiSj by 
bombardment of Copenhagen and the cap- 
re of the Danish fleet; but before he could 
arrive to repeat the lesson at Cronstadt, the Eus- 
eians had taken matters into their own hands and 
strangled their Emperor. No one was surprised, 
for the event had long been anticipated. If it was 
ever lawful to bring about good by imholy means, 
this instance furnishea the exception. The resto- 
ration of peace with England followed as a matter 
of course. 

The death of the Emperor Paul stands boldly 
out as a prominent and charaGteristic episode in 
the history of Russia. The event fumiahea a 
salutary wai-ning to his successoi's, and a subject 
of profitable study for autocrats in general. The 
circumstances ' are not commonly remembered at 
presentj it may therefore be considered neither 
uninteresting nor superfluous to introduce a short 
summary of thera^ derived from sources which 
have been relied on as authentic. 

It is only necessary to glance at the iotrigues 
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of the French politicians^ Messrs. Otto, Sieyes, 
and Talleyrandj who at that time farmed a dip- 
lomatic trio, or rather were spieSj at the coiirt of 
St Petersburgh. Under their directions, a cap- 
tivating French actress, Madame Chevalier^ waa 
employed to estrange the Emperor from his 
family^ and to create a temporary and terrible 
change in the aifaifs of Europe. He saw and 
became enamonrcd of the syren^ who speedily 
established herself aa the sole idol of his shattered 
mindj which she moved according to the direction 
of her secret principals^ until Paul withdrew from 
hia alliance with Austria, recalled Suvaroff and 
his all- conquering army, crowded the roads to 
Siberia with British subjects, and filled with 
terror and consternation the excliange of the 
British empire. 

The conspirators were few in number, but reso- 
lute in purpose; they were men of rank and 
influence, actuated by no other motive than to 
prevent the final ruin of their country, and for 
this purpose they hesitated not to place in peril 
their lives and fortunes. In their conferences, 
which were managed with admirable discretion, 
it was resolved that Paul should die: and like 
Csesar, it waa also destined that he should perish 
in the ides of March, on the day of the festival 
called Maslaintza, The Emperor, from the aver- 
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sion which lie liad talc en to those palaces which 
formed the favourite residences of his mother^ 
resolved upon building a new one for himself. 
The goi^eous magnificence of the Zarsko Zelo, 
and of the Winter Palace, and aU the oriental 
voluptnousness of the Hermitage, were hateful 
to him. Indeed, to sueh a height hafl his abhor- 
rence of these places attained, that he had deter- 
mined to reduce them to the dust, that only 

** The blockneaa of oahes iKould mark were they- etood * 

His fatCj which was fast approaching, prevented 
the accomplishment of this irrctrieyablc act of 
delirium. The Emperor and hig familj resided^ 
at the time when the confederacy had resolved 
upon hia removal, in the new palace of St. MichaeL 
This is an enormous quadrangular pUe, of red 
Dutch brickj rising from a massive basement of 
hewn ^anite; it stands at the bottom of the 
rommer gardens, and the lofty spire of its Greek 
chapetj richly gilded with ducat gold, rising 
above the trees, haa a beautiful appeai'ance. 

As Paul was anxious to inhabit this palace aa 
soon after he was crowned as possible, the masons, 
the carpenters, and Tarions artificers, toiled with 
incredible labour by day and by torch-light under 
the sultry sun of the summer, and in all the 
severity of a polar winter, so that in three years 
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this enormous and magnificent fabric was com- 
pleted. The whole is moated round, and when 
the stranger surveys its bastions of granite and 
numerous drawbridges, he is naturally led to 
conclude that it was intended as the last asylum 
of a prince at war with his subjects. Those who 
have seen its solid walls, and the capaciousness 
and variety of its chambers, will easily admit that 
an act of violence might be committed in one 
room^ and not be heard by those who occupy the 
adjouung one; and that a massacre might be 
perpetrated at one end and not known at the 
other. 

Paul took possession of this palace as a place 
of strength, and beheld it with rapture, because 
his imperial mother had never seen it. 

Whilst his family were here, by every act of 
tenderness, endeavouring to soothe the terrible 
perturbation of his mind, there were not wanting 
those who exerted many stratagems to inflame 
and increase it. These people were constantly 
insinuating that every hand was armed against 
him. With this impression, which added fuel to 
his burning brain, he ordered a secret staircase 
to be constructed, which, leading from his own 
chamber, passed under a false stove in the ante- 
room, and led by a small door to the terrace. 

It was the custom of the Emperor to sleep in 
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1 outer apartment, nest to the Empresa'Sj upon 
sofftj in his regimentals and boots, whilst the 
Grand Dake and Duchess, and the rest of the 
Imperial family, were lodged at various distances, 
in apartments below the story which he occupied. 
On the 23rd day of March, n.s., 1801, the day 
preceding the fatal night, (whether Panics appre- 
hension, or anonymous information, suc:^ested 
the idea, is not known, but conceiyiiig that a 
storm was ready to hurst upon Lira) he sent to 

Count P , the governor of the city, one of 

the noblemen who had resolved on Ms deatruc- 

tion : " I am informed, P " said the Eraperor, 

" that there is a conspiracy on foot agaiuat me, do 
you think it necessary to take any precautions?^' 
The Count, mthout betraying the least emotion, 
repliedj '* SirCj do not suffer such apprehenaiona 
to haunt your mind; if there were any combi- 
nations forming against your Majesty's person, 
I am sure I should be acquainted with them." 
"Then I am satisfied/* said the Emperor; and 
the governor withdrew. 

Before Paul retired to rest, he unexpectedly 
expressed the most tender solicitude for the 
Empress and his children, kissed them with all 
the warmth, of farewell fondness, and remained 
with them longer than usual; and after he had 
visited the sentinels at their different posits, he 
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retired to Ms cliamber, where lie had not long 
remained, before, under some colourable pretext 
that satisfied the men, the guard was changed by 
officers who had the comiuanid for the nighty and 
were engaged in the confederacy, An hussar, 
whom the Emperor had particularly honoured by 
his notice and attention, always at night slept at 
his bed-room doDr^ in the ante-room. It was im- 
possible to remove this faithful soldier by any 
fair meana. 

At this momentous period silence reigned 
thjoughout the palace, except where it waa dis- 
turbed by the pacing of the sentinels, and only 
a few lights were to be seen distantly and irregu- 
larly gleaming through the windows of this dark, 

colossal abode. In the dead of the night Z 

and his frieudaj amounting to eight or nine 
persona, passed the drawbridge, easily ascended 
the Btatrcase which led to Panics chamber, and 
met with no resistance till they reached the ante- 
room, when the faithful hussar, awakened by the 
noise, challenged them, and presented his piece. 
Much as they must all haye admired the brave 
fidelity of the guard, neither time nor circum- 
stances would admit of an act of generosity, 
whicli might have endangered the whole plan. 

Z djew his sabre, and cut the poor fellow 

down. Paul, awakened by tlie noise, sprang 
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from his sofa. At this luoment the whole party 
rushed into the room. The unhappy sovereign, 
anticipating their design, at first endeavoured 

I to intrench himself with the chairs and tables; 
then recovering, he aasumed a hifjh tonej told 
them they were his priaoncraj and called upon 
them to surrender. Finding that they fixed 
their eyes steadily and firmly upon him, and 
continued advancing towarda him, he implored 
them to spare his life; declared his consent 
instantly to relinquish the sceptre, and to accept 
of any terms which they would dictate. In his 
raving he offered to make them princes, and to 
give them estates, and titles, and orders without 
end. They now began to press more closely 

\ upon him, when he made a conYnlsive effort to 
reach the window. In the attempt he failed, 
and indeed, so high was it fi'om the ground that 
had he succeeded, the expedient would only hare 
put a more instantaneous period to his miseiy. 
In the effort he severely cut hia hand with the 
glass, and as they drew him back he grasped a 

I chair, with which he felled one of the assailants, 
and a desperate resistance took place. So great 
was the noise, that notwithstanding the massy 
walls and thick double folding-doors which divided 
the apartments, the Empress was disturbed, and 
b^an to cry for help, when a voice whispered in 
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her ear, and impeTatively told her to remam 
qtiietj otlierwiaej if slie uttered another Tv^ord, she 
should be put to instant death. Whilst the 
Emperor was thus making a last strugglej the 

prince Y struck him on one of his temples 

with his fist, and laid him upon the floor* I'aul, 
recovering from the hloTr, again implored his life. 
At this moment the heart of P Z— re- 
lented, and upon beiug observed to tremble and 
hesitate, a young Hanoverian resolutely exclaimed, 
" We have passed the Rubicon, if we spare hia 
lifCj before the setting of to-morroVs sun we shall 
be his vietiras!^^ Upon Tvhich he took off his 
sash, turned it twice round the naked neck of 

the Emperor, and giving one end to Z , and 

holding the other himself, they pulled for a eon- 
sideral)le time with all theii* force, until their 
miserable sovereign was no more. They then 
retired from the palace without the least moles- 
tation^ and returned to their respective homes. 

Wliat occurred after their departure can be 
better conceived than depicted. Medical aid was 
resorted to, but in vain y and upon the hreathleaa 
body of the Emperor fell the tears of his widowed 
Empress, and children, and domestics. The anu 
shone upon a new order of things. At seven 
o'clock the intelligence of the decease of Paul 
spread through the capital. The interval of time 
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its first communicatioii to its diflPasion over 
every part of St. Petexaburgli, was scarcely percept- 
ible. Joy and confidence, -which had long been 
strangers, mantled upon every face. At the 

L parade jVlesander presented himself on horseback, 

' when the troops hailed him "with loud and cordlid 
acclamations t 

i What followed is of a very subordinate consi- 
deration ; but perhaps it wiU be eagerly asked to 
what extremity did the avenging aim of Justice 
pursue the perpetration of the deed ? A convic- 

Ition that the reigning motive was the salvation of 
the empire, restrained her fi-om being vindictive. 

P Z was ordered not to approach the 

imperial residencej and the governor of St. Petera- 
burgh was transferred to Eiga. When did regicides 
ever escape so easUy? As soon as Madame Che- 
valier was informed of the death of her imperial 
patron, she prepared, under the protection of her 

I brother, a dancer, for flight, with a booty of neai'ly 
a million of roubles. A police officer was sent to 
inspect and report upon her property. Amongst 
a pOe of valuable articles, he discovered a diamond 

I cross of no great intrinsic value, which had been 
given by Peter the First to a branch of the impe- 
rial family, and on that account much esteemed. 
It was to recover this that the officer was sent, 
who obtained it, after the most indecent and un- 
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principled resistance on her part. Passports were 
then granted to Madame Chevalier anid her brother, 
and thus terminated this extraordinary and impres- 
aiye tragedy. 

The details of the murder of the emperor Paul 
bear some resemblance to those which attended 
the similar catastrophe of the Marquis Monaldeschi, 
who was assassinated in the palace of Fontaine- 
bleau by order of Queen Christina of Sweden. 
But the one was an act of private vengeance arising 
from woman's jealousy ; the other a deed of public 
retribution excited by the sufferings of an enraged 
nation. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ACXJBBSIOK AND BEIOK 0? itn; TnnmRQ n aLEXANBXB. 

On the death of Paul, his eldest son Alexander 
succeeded to the throne amidst the universal 
rejoicings and congratulations of his subjects. 
Even with the conspirators there was no question 
of changing the dynasty: their only object was to 
get rid of the tyrant. Bom on the 22nd December, 
1777, Alexander had only completed his twenty- 
fourth year. Although personally brave, he was 
constitutionally a lover of peace, and had a 
natural didSfce to war and bloodshed. Educated 
by Casar Laharpe, a republican, and a sort of 
latitudinarian philosopher, he had acquired re- 
spectable humanity without imbibing much regard 
for religion. 

The burning of Moscow, and the result of the 
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treated him with uuusual confidence. The truth 
appears to be, that Alexander was cognizant of 
what was intended, hut utterly unahlc to prevent 
it. Interference on his partj without saving his 
father, would have entailed his own destruction 
and the ruin of the family. His feelings as a son 
and a manj revolted from the manner of the deed, 
although reason must have forced h^m to admit 
that it was politically inevitable, U\liether he can 
he justly charged with moral obHquityj or indirect 
connirance, is an open question which has heen 
freely discussed. 

When Charles the First was brought to trial, 
his BOBj then Prince of Wales^ remitted to the 
parliament a blank paper with his signature 
attached^ and hound himself under a solemn pro- 
mise to abide by any conditions they might please 
to insert as regarded himself, provided only the 
life of Ilia father was spared. Here was a flourish 
of magnanimity which reiids well as an anecdote. 
Alexander certainly did not follow the example, 
but submitted to ciicumstances without useless 
remoi^trance. In this critical moment of his life, 
he evinced little disposition to a personjU sacrifice, 
but the cases ai-e scarcely parallel, and in a general 
estimate of either pubhc *or private character, it 
•would be a libel on the memory of the Russian 
monarch to reduce him to a level with the restored 
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Stuart. Paul \fb& disposed of, and Russia^ witb 

Enropej were gainers bj the exchauge— 

" No moittdi' hoto—TiiM tlefA. among the dead, 
And Alexander reigned in his sto«d.'^'* 

Alexander was married at sixteen to the Prin 
Louise-Mano-Auguste of Bavariaj who had Bot 
completed her fifteenth year. At the nuptiaiSj which 
took place on the 9th of October, 1793j she was 
required to change the form of her religion, &om 
the Eomish to the Greek church; and on the 
ceremony of renundationj receivedj with the holy 
ointmentj the name of Elizabetli Alexeiovna, by 
which she was afterwards known and universally 
revered. They had two daughters who died 
young and left them childless. Alexander, who 
was of inconstant tcinperament, deserted his lovely 
and accomphshed wife, ibr the variety of a sue* 
cession of mistresaeSj by one of whom he had three 
cliildren, who also preceded him to the grave. 

His* intrigues, although sufficient to render thi 
empi-ess unhappy, oceaaioned Httle pubhc scandal, 
as they were not unbluahingly paraded, but carried 
on in profound secrecy. Hence he obtained a 
reputation for moral propriety and domestic virtue 
without much claim, and in the reality of w 
Ha brother Kieholas is infinitely his superior. 
the commencement of his reign, he dedicated his 
♦ ChuroliilL 
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"thouglits to peace and tlie internal improyemeBt 
of his vast empire. In 1803^ he offered his medi- 
litioii between France aud Englaud, but without 
effect. Turkey obtflined a respitCj but not a 
release. The designs of Russia in the cast were 
suspended rather than abaiidouedj and the oininons 
finger-postj erected by Catherine the Second at 
Cherson, still remained with the inscription " The 
way to Constantinople." His coronation at Mos- 
cow was signalised by acts of amnesty, which 
ooutraBtGd well with the tyranny of Panl. He 
diminislied taxes, Hberated dcbtorSj prohibited 
prosecutions for the recovery of fineSj and granted 
a free pardon to aU deserters from the army. But 
one giant grievance he left untouched^ and lacked 
tiiie flrmness to grapple with — ^public corruption. 
La every office of the atate^ from the prime minister 
down to the lackeys of the clerksj he cheeked 
cruel tj^, but he shrank fi'om reform, On this 
point a welliufonned author,* who describes what 
he saw with his oini eyes, thus expresses liimself, 
and his words may be depended on. ^^The em- 
peror Alexander, whose character presented a 
Bingular compound of libei-al views, benevolent 
intcntionsj and clear-Bighted shrewdness^ with an 
indolent weaknes:Sj which allowed him^ and con- 
sequeatly Ids empire, to be entirely governed by his 
* BeveUtioiu of Jlussia, Tol. I. 
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without waking me^ they would ate^ my teeth 

Awhile I slept." 
Count Stanislaus Plater has endorsed this 
opinion even more stronglyj in a political pam* 
phlet of high reputation.* He says, " There does 
not exist in Europe, a more immoral system of 
govemmeiit ; one which, hased upon the most 
shameless venality, has reduced it to a tacit con- 
ventional system and habit, wliich has ceased to 
shock J and has reached such a pitcli, that many 
persona in Russia cannot conceive it possible for 
an employe to be an honest man. This convictiou 
overwhelmed the last days of the Emperor Alex- 
L ander with grief and melancholy. 
H *'It was this which excited the imagination of 
' the conspirators in 1825, who, penetrated with the 
sense of the necessity of reform, and dreaming of 
a better order of things, thought the most frightftd 
, overthrow of government preferable to tliis orga- 
knised system of corruption. Wherever the 
BKussian government has been introduced, venaUty 
^has taken root>^' 

H Alexander's principal favourite was Count 
AraktcheicfF, a name little known in Eui'ope, 
but remembered in Kussia through every depart- 
ment of the empire. He was not quite as wicked 
[a» Potemkin, hut he was fully as rapacious. 

* Lea Polonaia au Tribunal de I'Europe. 
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Wliere his predecessor inflicted tlie knout, lie levied 
a finDj and instead of banishing political delin- 
quents to Siberia^ he squeezed their pockets and 
kept tliem at tome to fatten up for future exac- 
tions. Alcxanderj who was gentle to weakness, 
wlio loved to discuss the riglita of Immanitjj and 
wept over a tale of son-ow^ allowed an un&cru- 
pulonB minister to tamish Ms name by the exer- 
case orf" opprcssionSj repugnant to his own nature 
and foreign to bis practice. His constitutional 
indolence became responsible for the crimes of his 
delegate. This man, who governed the emperor, 
and through him the empire, was himself go- 
verned by a mistress, a demon in human fonUj 
who led him into the most unaccouutablc ex- 
cesses, until her career was cut short by assaa- 
dnation at the hand of one of her own slaves. 
On the death of Alexander, Araktcheieff feU into 
disgraccj and retreated on benevolence and reli- 
gion when he could no loiter exercise political 
power. He had been faithful to his master^ per- 
sonally unostentatious in hia fuvouiitism, and 
died in 1834, in the odour of sanctity, with liis 
eyes fixed on the portrait of Alexander, suspended 
in front of his bed. 

In 1805, Russia, alarmed at the progress of 
Kapoleon^ responded to the cry of Austria in her 
liour of extremity and came to her assistance — 
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but too late. The capitulation of Ulm, Eind the 
stufTender of Vicnnaj were followed up by the 
crowning disaster of Austerlitz, AlexaEder was 
here under fire for the first time. His personal 
bravery was as conspicuous as the valour of Ms 
troopSj but he had no Suvaroff to direct their 
energies, and the Austrian quartermaster-gene- 
ral, Weyrother, who had already lost Rivoli and 
Hohenlinden by eironeous dispositions, was 
allowed a third and more decisive opportunity of 
evincing his incapacity, Koutousoff, tlie nominal 
commander-in-chief, fell asleep at the council of 
war, and had notliin^ to do mth the ill-judged 
movements which ruined his army. It suited the 
policy of Napoleon to allow the wrects of that 
anny to retreat unmolested when they were com- 
pletely in his power. A second time, Alexander 
came on to assist Prussia, but agaiu^ — too late. 
Prussia was subdued before the armies of tlie 
Czar were able to take the field. In the mean- 
time, Russia and Turkey had resumed their old 
hostilities J and the l^highfsh government, always 
intent on the death-struggle with France, with the 
view of bberating the Russian troops enga^d in 
the East, sought a pretext to quarrel with our old 
ally the Turk, and sent a fleet up the Dardanelles, 
under Sir John Duckworth, and an expedi- 
tion against Alexandria ttnder General Fraser 
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instances of the " little wars " so detrimental to 
the credit of a great nation, in which the shorts J 
hitting policy of our ministers frequently involTedB 
UB. Both these armaments came back again 
with loss and discomfitiire. In the meantime 
Eussia maintained a stout campaign in Poland, 
fought at Pultusk and Eylau with a pertinacity 
which raised high expectations of a triumphant 
issuCj sank under the genius of Napoleon atmk 
Friedland, and was bribed into Utter submission B 
at Tilsifcj when only half defeated. Alexander 
then delared war against England, while thefl 
balance of her subsidies was yet in his trea-^ 
sury, and he had no other immediate fund from j 
whence to support hia armies. History does notH 
present a more flagrant instance of political 
treaehery. h 

The Treaty of TiUit was conclnded on the 7tKS 
July, 1807, The eighth Article provided that 
'' Ifj in consequence of the recent changes that 
have occurred at Constantinople (the deposition of 
Sultan Selim^ replaced by Mustapha), the Porte ^ 
shall not accept the mediation of France, or if»fl 
having accepted it, it shall happen that during" 
the course of three mouths the negotiations are 
not brought to a satisfactory conclusion, France 
win make common cause with Russia against the 
Ottoman Porte, and the two high contracting 
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powers will concert measures to withdraw all the 
provinces of the Ottoman empire in Em'ope (Con- 
stantinople and the province of Kouinclia ex- 
cepted) from the yoke and vexations of the Turk," 

This is plain speatingj divested of circum- 
locutionj but Napoleon soon discovered that if he 
suffered this project to be literallj carried out, 
the advantages were not on his aide. Eventually 
Russia was permitted to take poasession of Fin- 
land, as an immediate conipromiso, and the 
partition of Turkey was postponed to a more 
convenient opportimity. The secret stipulations 
of Tilsit, which purchased the honour of Russia, 
and tempted the Czar to infringe solemn engage- 
ments on flimsy pretexts, never have been and 
never vrill be authentically developed in all their 
details ; but enough lias transpired to show that 
the general summary eii'culated by the English 
government at the time, was derived from sources 
to be relied on, and not much exaggerated in 
design, although few will admit that it was pos- 
sible of execution. Here follow the leading 
stipulations of this most comprehensive and 
conscientious treaty,* 

Art. I. Kussia shall take possession of European 



Univei 



* Bignoa, in liia " History qf French Diplomacy," ooiaposed 
jOider of Napoleon, admits the general correctaieBa of thia 
.ent ; the articles ai^ (tlao given in the " Biogfraphie 
Universelle " of Micliaud. 
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TurkeT^ and shall extend her conquests into Asia 
as far as she i!iay deem proper. 

Art. II. The Botirbon dynasty in Spain, and 
the House of Bragmusa in Portugal, shall ceaae to 
reign. Princes of the family of Napoleon shall 
succeed to both crowns. 

Art. Ill, The temporal supremacy of the Pope 
shall cease. Home and her dependencies shall be 
re-nnitcd to the kingdom of Italy. 

Art. IV- Kussia shall afford France the assist- 
ance of her nary to re-conquer Gibraltar. 

Art. V. France shaU take possession of such 
cities in Africa as Tunis and Algiers^ and at the 
general peace all the conquests made by France 
in Africa shall be gvveii as indemnities to the 
Kings of Sardinia and Sicily. 

Art. VI. Malta shall he held by Fi'ance, and 
no peace shall be granted to England tiU she sur- 
renders that island. 

Art. Vn, The French sliall occupy Egypt. 

Art. \T!II. The navigation of the Mediter- 
ranean shall be confined exclusively to French, 
lluBsian, Spanish, and Italian vessels. 

Art, IX, Denmark shall have as an indemnttj 
in the north of Europe^ the Hanseatic towns, 
provided she surrenders htn' squadrons to France* 

* This dauee was anticipated hj tlLs Brttiili expedition to 
C^pcnliBgett io Sept, 1807, when the entire DaniaJi fleet waa 
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X, Their Majesties the Emperors of 
Prance and Unssia shall draw Tip regnlations by 
which no power shall navigate merchant -ships un- 
less poascsaed of a certaiii nnmher of vessels of war. 
Such a treaty, Bupposing it could he carried to 
a consuromation, amounts to a division of the 
world between the two contracting parties. There 
would not only have been an end of our Indian 
empire in a year or two, hut EngLind would have 
tUsappeared from the map of Europe^ as an inde- 
pendent nation, within a quarter of a centniy. 
Napoleon was too sagacious to believe in thiSj but 
he wanted to impel jUexander into the Conti- 
nental system, and mystified him accordingly, to 
render him a snbservient instrument. As far as 
the FiMsnch Emperor was concerned we had 
nothing to complain of. It was war to the knife 
between the two goveniments, war undisguised 
and declared, and each had an undoubted right 
to use every possible means to cripple the oppos- 
ing enemy. As Conrad the Corsair says of Seyd 
the Pacha ; — 



■ me 

^ft^en and carried t-o England. This time it was not ft ** little 
^f war/' but thei mseat meaaiire of pi^eciiation ever adopted imdei' 
peculiar drcumstoQcea. OHsic ouMtict I 



** He w»s mine enemy, liad swept my band 
Fi'om earth witli nitiilesa, but witli open hand, 
And therefore came I iu my bark of war 
To Biuite tha amitsi' witt the actmltar." 
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It was not so in the practice of Alexander of 
Bussia. Vfhen he lent himself to this secret 
DegotiatioBj this modem duumviratej he was at 
peace with England^ without an excuse for com- 
plaint or remonstrancej receiving aid and snppEes 
from the power he thus secretly conspired to 
destroy. The Treaty of Tilsit, with the unpub- 
lished codicils^ was conehided on the 7th of July; 
it was not until the 26th of October folio wing j 
that the Emperor of Eustia began to talk of 
reviving the principles of the armed neutralit}', 
threatened to break off communications with 
England imlesa the Danish navy should be 
reatoredj and the empire of the seas renounced ; 
and finally declared war on the 1st of December. 
Eetribution fell on him before the close of a year. 
His trade was speedily annihilated by the English 
cruisers, he was enclosed within the gates of the 
Baltic, and Ms squadron in the Tagu3, surrender- 
ing to Sir C. Cotton, shifted their quarters to 
England, where they remained until the close of 
the war, rotting in undisturbed neglect under the 
old walla of Porch ester Castle. 

In 181^ we forgot all this, and when Kussia 
was threatened with invasion, once more ex- 
tended to her the right hand of friendahipj, and 
again poured forth our subsidies to keep her 
armies in the field. As usual, she was late, 
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ivea in lier own defcucti, and when Napoleon 
ossed the Niemeuj liad no adequate force to 
■ce and retard him. Much has been said and 
ritten on the organized plan of retreat to draw 
e enemy on into the interior, and to insulate 
liuxi from his base of operations. Lord Welling- 
in'a anccessful defence of Portugal and the lines 
Torres Vedras, were said to have fiirniahed the 
nsaian generals with their plan of campaign, of 
hich the huming of Moscow was a pre- calculated 
fisode. These are opinions delivered after the 
iventj and contriyed to make causes and consc- 
[uences cohere, rather than the result of deep- 
id schemes by which the event was produced. 
the astonishment of all Europe, Eussia was at 
& most momentous crisis later and more ill- 
irepared than usual. She retreated because she 
lad not sufficient force to make a stand; and 
hen she finally fought at Borodino, did it to 
lave her capital, which fell as a result of the 
lattle. The Emperor Alexander, suddenly smit- 
:n with the thirst of military glory, so opposite 
Ilia natural temperamtentj had determined to 
:e the active commimd of his own anniea, and 
as with difficulty dissuaded from this ruinous 
itention. Then the commanding generals wxre 
hastily appointedj had no confidence in each 
tther, and no longer time to aiTange connected 
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operatiotiBj even if thej had possessed the expe-- 
rieuce and capacity whicli the crisis demanded. 

The Emperor Nicholas has lately, on more than 
one occasionj indecently set forward the triumph 
of Russia over the legions of Napoleon in 1 8 IS, 
which he loudly vaunts as the result of national 
prowess and inexhaustible resources. The assump- 
tion is niCTely off'ensivej without convincing the 
moat careless reasoners, or the most superficial 
observers. It is trtte, that the result saw Russian 
armies marching through the streets of Paris; 
hut they were brought there by English money. 
The two hundred thousand gallant Frenchmen, 
whose bonea whitened on the steppes of Russia, 
were victims of the climate rather than the con- 
queror's sword ; the obstinacy of Napoleon created 
hiB own disasters 3 and the active diplomacy of 
Englandj seconding Russian intrigues, enabled 
the Emperor Alexander to make an advantageous 
peace with Turkey, and to set at liberty a large 
well-disciplined araiy at the moment, and in the 
position where they were most avidlable. The 
blindness of Turkey in yielding, when the tide 
was beginning to turn in her favour, is one of 
those unaccountable events in the history of 
nations which we pause on and ponder over with- 
OTit being able to comprehend. But the Turka 
were probably diacouraged by repeated defeats, 
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had no longer the means of continuing an active 
"war, and Tverc still furtlieT weakened by treacTiery 
in thcit own cabinet. We liave already seen 
that Bessarabia was swindled firom tbem under 
false pretences. 

By tlie treaty of Bucbarest in 1812, Russia 
advanced her frontier towards Constantinople 
from the Dniester to the Prutb, a point behind 
which she has never since receded. She secured 
for her vessels of war the right of ascending as 
far as the mouth of the Pnith^ and the entire 
navigation of the Danube for her merchant 
ships. She obtained an amnesty for the Serviana 
whom she had excited to rebellion agaiost their 
lawHd suzerain ; stipulated for the demolition of 
the Turkish fortresses in Servia ; and bound the 
Porte to mediate a peace with Persia, Eussia 
Lflot being for the moment at Ubcrty to prosecute 
at war. 

The emperor of Eussiaj on his part, agreed to 
Lfloirendcr Auapa^ and certain other fortified places 
^on the Asiatic coast of the Black Sea, whicli had 
been captured during the war; but the stipula- 
tion was not falfiUcd ; and the bad faith displayed 
in evading it, became one of the causes of dis* 
aension whichj in the end, led to another contest.* 

• See " Progreaa and Freflant PoBition of RuHsia in the Eairt/' 
p. 74. 
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All the struggles between Bussia and Turkey, 
since the reign of Peter the Great, have ended in 
the loss of power and territory to the latter; 
and, in all, she has been unjustly attacked with- 
out provocation. Yet the integrity of Turkish 
independence has been always admitted as indis- 
pensable to the balance of power, while the 
leading cabinets, who proclaim the principle, have 
seldom interfered except to overthrow it. Nava- 
rino and the kingdom of Greece are evidences 
to attest this paradox. But it is never too late 
to amend an error, or to prevent the Sultan !&om 
crying again, with justice, " Save me &om my 
friends !" 



117 



CHAPTER IX. 



l^MTH OF ,A,I£Xi3n}EEI, AltD AtXl^araST or mOHOLASi 



I 



On the Ist of December, 1834, the Emperor o£ 

all the Russias died at Taganrog, on the Sea of 
Aaof. He had gone there for the recoveiy of 
the empress^ little expecting that he was destined 
to precede her to the tomb. Not many months 
heforCj General Diebitsch discovered a conspiracy^ 
which had been brooding for years, involving in 
its contemplated object the assassination of the 
monarchy the subversion of the governmentj and 
the total revolution of the empire. It began by 
the estabhshment of secret societies in the army, 
spread rapidly amongst the nobihty, and even 
infected the lower classes. Alexander had created 
^?eat diaeontent by his indolence in allowing peti- 
tions to accnmulate in heaps in his cahinetj witli- 
out even breaking their seds. It was strange, 
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that in a country, where a foreign visitor cannl 
change Ha shirt or Ida coat^ or pull off his boots 
and put on a pair of shoeSj without every trifling 
movement being made the subject of a poll* 
repoj'tj a plot of many ramificatioiis^ and in whicb' 
thousands were implicated, should remain for 
years without notice or suspicion j that no trea- 
chery should betray^ and no loyalty fathom^ the 
impending mischief. The first hint of its eiist- 
ence'carae from an inferior offieer of Lancers name* 
Sherwood, and of English oiigin. He receivei 
for recompense the honour of hereditary nobOity, 
with the surname of " Vernei" the Faithftil ; but 
be did not long enjoy the distinctions conferred 
upon him. At the first opening of the campaign 
on the Danube in 1828, a ball terminated bia 
career ; but whether from a Russian or a Tiu'kis' 
mnsquet is a question which can never be decidei 
The knowledge of this plot deeply affected i. 
mind and spirits of the emperoFj already much 
depressed by the successive deaths of his children, 
legitimate and illegitimate* He knew that he waa 
marked out for the assassin^a d^ger j that all the 
parts in the tragic drama were assigned ; and that 
the period of the catastrophe was determined. 
His -wife appeared to be dying before his eyes; 
^H andj in that moment of depression^ idl his long 
^^ neglect was forgotten, his early affection returned 
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m full force, and lie resolved to devote hia life 
to her for the future. A chronic malady of the 
chest rendered a milder climate absolutely neces- 
sary for her recovery. The physicians reeom- 
mended her native air ; but she refused peremp- 
torily to comply with this advice, urging in reply 
to all representations, that the wife of the Empe- 
ror of ilussia should die nowhere elae than in 
his dorainiona. The Crimea was at first proposed j 
but Taganrog was finally fixed upon ; and Alex- 

iioider declm-ed that he would accompany her. 
He was suffering under a recent attack of erysi- 
pelas ; but neither he nor his physicians irDagined 
tlxat any danger threatened hira, or that the 

I exertion of a journey would bring back his com- 

I plaint. When assailed by typhna fever, he 
rejected the proposed remedies^ and trusted to 
the sti'ength of his constitution. The imes:- 
pected suddenness of his death, the great distance 
from the capital at which it occurred^ the explo- 
sion of the conspiracy almost immediately after, 
the certainty that Ms asaasaination was intended, 
and would have taken place had he not been 

I removed in the course of nature^ the popular 
belief that Emperors of Russia seldom die iu their 
hedst — these, and other cohering circumstances, 
occasioned a general impression through Europe, 
that Alexander had shared the fate of his father. 
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his grandfatlierj and of other princes of hts 
dynasty. The evidences to the contrary are too 
convmcing to be disputed. The published report 
of his physician^ Sir James WybCj the lettex of 
the Empress to his motherj and the doconjeuts 
collected by M. Schmtzler in his ''Secret His- 
tory/' are more than sufificient to convince all, 
except those stubborn disputants irho are prede- 
termined to reject conviction on the most unde- 
niable proof- The Empress Elizabeth followed her 
husband to thegmve at the expiration of fivemonths. 
On the decease of Alcxanderj the crown be- 
longed incontestably to the Grand Duke Con- 
stantinCj his nest brother^ altliougli be had never 
been publicly designated as heir - presumptive. 
The question had never arisen during the reign 
of the late monarch. In the event of the death 
of the Empress Elizabeth^ Alexander might marry 
again, and give a direct heir to the throne. But 
now he was dead, and that was no longer possible. 
The act of Paul, regulating the succession, had 
been confirmed by Alexander in 1807 and again 
in 1820. In this last, he also decreed that the 
issue of marriages recognized and authorized by 
the reigning emperorj and who should themselves 
contract marriages recogoiaed and authorised by 
him, should alone enjoy that right of succession 
to the throne which hail been established bv Paul, 
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Xotlung could be more complete^ more rationalj 
or more dear than this law. It exiatedj more- 
over, in full force and vigour. Constantine was uni- 
versally unpopular. A gallant soldier from his 
early youth, he had fought in many battles, and 
had invariably distinguished himself by the moat 
daring valour. He received the title of Czarovitch 
from his father Paul for his bravery in Italy 
with Suvaroff, while yet under twenty -one 
years of age. At AuatcrlitZj in 1805, he led the 
Imperial Guard into the thickest of the fight, and 
had two horses shot under him. At Pnltusk^ 
EylaUj and Friedland, he was equally distinguishedj 
hut still the army, though they admired his 
courage and followed him to death, had no respect 
for his person, no attachment to the individual 
man. He was feared and obeyedj from instinct 
and habit — -not from impulse or affection. He 
was known to possess an ungovernable temper, a 
cruel disposition, a memory tenacious of wrongs, 
and a heart incapable of friendship. In aspect he 
was, if possible^ more forbidding than his father, 
with the same Calmuck features, the stunted noae, 
the shaggy eyebrows, and the protruding lip. 
When men looked on him, they felt as if they 
saw an ogre or a ghoul. 'When he looked on men, 
they shrank as if under the influence of the " evil 
Dye/' and endured a sickness of the heart until 
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the glance wandered away to settle on another 
object. He w^a even more repulsive in mirth 
than in anger. While describing ^n imaginary- 
being, the poet haa typified him in these expres- 
sive lines : — 

" There waa a Iftu^liili;^ devil in hii aneer. 
That TRiaed emotious both of rage and fair; 
And where hia frown of hatred darkly fell, 
Hope withering fled, and mercy mgh'd ferewell !" * 

The multitude entertained no doubt that at the 
death of Alexander the imperial crown would be 
worn by Constantine, and the pnlse of fifty-eight 
millioiia trembled with apprehension. The miseries 
of the reign of Paul rose again before them in 
-visions of fearftil anticipation. ' Yet Constantine 
has found , his panegyrists, as Nero had his 
mourners. They have said that altliough his 
temper was diabolical, his heart waa good; and 
that as often as he committed fearfiil outrages 
imder the influence of passion^ he repented when 
he became cooL This sort of posthumo-us atone- 
ment wag of little value to the victims he had 
sacrificed, and no aectirity to the siir\'T\'ors, who 
hourly expected a repetition of the wrong, hut 
were by no means so confident in the accompany- 
ing apology. 

When Alexander was supposed to be seriously 
ill in 1824, Constantine suddenly appeared in St. 

♦ Lord Byron'a " Corsair," Canto I. 
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Peterslnirgh. Tlie mliabita&ts were unable to 
disguise the terror with wliich they looked forward 
to liis probable accession, and nothing could 
exceed the joy of all classes^ on the temporary 
recorery of their beloved aovcreign. During the 
last illness of Alexander, biiUetijas of lua health 
were sent direct from Taganrog to the Grand 
Duke Constantiue at Warsaw, with aa much dili- 
gence as tlioae to the Empress-Mother at St. 
PetersbuT^j and he received the firat information 
of the event which threw the empire into mourn- 
ing. The brother or the heir might have equally 
expected these commimicationsj yet the constant 
despatch of couriers confirmed the general belief 
with regard to the intended succession. Constan- 
tine had no children by bis first wife^ the Princew 
Juhenne of Saxe-Cobourg, sister of Leopold, 
King of Belgium. They separated by mutual 
consent at the end of four years. j\fter many 
acrttples a<nd much delay, Alexander connived at 
his second marriage with Jeanne Gudziiiska^ a 
Polish lady, of whom he was deeply cuamoured, 
and who retained her magical influence over bis 
savage temper until the hour of his death. Wliat- 
ever he might have been to others, to her he iraa 
kind and affectionate, and her socictj' became 
necei«ary to hia existence. Tlie union waa what 
is termed in courtly phraseology, morganatic or 
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left-handed. Tlie parties were united in wedlock, 
but tteir posterity (if they Lad any} could haTC 
no claira to the succession. 

Nicholas was many years younger than Const an- 
tinCj and it appeared highly prohable that he would 
ultimately be emperorj but only after the demise 
of his elder brother, whose personal right had in 
no way been compromised by his first divorce or 
his second marriage. Jeanne Gudzinsta, created 
Princess of Lowica by Alexander^ deserves to be 
mentioned with respect , The woman who could 
soften and almost transform a character so fero- 
cious and ungovernable as that of Constant! ne, 
must have been herself truly amiable. Her in- 
fluence principally prevailed on him to renounce 
the thronCj his occupation of which would have 
produced the misery of millions, ending in san- 
guinary revolution; and by personal ai*cendancy 
she taught him self-controlj and obtained from 
him the tenderness of a lover to the hour of his 
death. She siurvived hini only a few months, and 
died at St, Petersburgh on the 29th of November, 
1831. 

As soon as the news of the death of Alexander 
arrived at St. Petcrsbm-gh, the Grand Duke 
Nicholas repaired to the senate to take the oath 
of fidelity to his brother Constantine (then at 
Warsaw), as " the legitimate heir to the empire 
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by right of primogemture/' said to issue a com- 
mand to the whole empire to follow Ms example. 
But a document Had been deposited mtb the 
senate, on which was written in Alexander's hand, 
"la the event of my deaths this packet to he 
opened at an extraordinaiy sitting, before pro- 
ceeding to SLUj other business." The packet was 
opened, and found to contain the voluntary renun- 
ciation of his right to the succession by Constan- 
• tine, dated 26th of Jannaxy, 1822, ratified by 
Alexander on the 14th of February foUowing, 
and a declaration that the Grand Duke Nicholas^, 
his second brother, was thenceforward to be con- 
sidered as his heir. It appears certain, on a com- 
parison of eridence, and weighing all the circum- 
stances of the casCj that Nicholas was quite aware 
of the existence of this documentj and of the 
abdication of Constantino;— that his first pubHc 
act was one of intentional, studied duplicityj the 
reasons for which he vn\[ never explain until 
summoned to answer before the awful tribunal 
to which earthly sovereigns are alone respon- 
sible. 

The high council of the state^ in obedience to 
the commands of Alexander, proceeded to take 
the oath of fidebty to the hereditary emperor he 
had niimed ; but Nicholas decUned reccinng the 
proflercd homage, and refused to assume the 
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sovei'eign power^ unless his elder brotlier per- 
sisted in tlie renunciatioii of his riglits. Was lie 
sincerBj or was he acting a part, having previonaly 
calculated the certain result? An obstinate 
altercation ensued betTreen the basliM autocrat 
and the council. At last the latter extricated 
themselves by a compromise. "You are our 
Emperor" they said; " ^e owe you absolute 
obedience. If you order us to recognize the 
Grand Duke Constautiue as our legitimate aove^ 
Teign, our course is to obey your commands." 

Constautiue was then proclaimed; the ministers 
of the Church assented ; the army cried, " Glory 
to God ! '^ and the people looked on, knowing 
there was a chaugej and not caring much about 
the matter. The motives by which Nicholas may 
have been actuated were many and variousj ac- 
cording to the interpretations given by himsielfi 
his friends, and his enemies. These must be 
weighed, and a decision formed according to their 
comparative value. 

Conatantine, by the act of Nicholas, was vir- 
tu^y Emperor, and a dangerous interregniun 
ensued, which might very easily have led to a 
revolution. There was everjT^'here the ominous 
sileDce of suspensCj the journals were mute, 
people looked on each other without speakingj 
and grief for the death of Alexander seemed to 
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be tte prevailing sentiment : the future was un- 
heeded in tlie present. Constantine settled the 
difficulty, and relieved the embarrassment of all 
conccnied by peremptorily refusing the crown^ 
and sdlioring to tlie tenor of his renuneiation. 
There was now no reason for fui'ther delay or 
hesitation. 

All interregntiin of three weeks terminated on 
the 24th of December^ and Nicholas asceiidcd the 
thronej which he knew to he his, from the moment 
that the death of iUexander was announced. He 
dates hij accession from the lat of December, 
182 5j, the day on which Alexander died; but his 

j rei^ did not in reality commence until the 34th, 
when the manifesto was si^ucd, though not made 
pnbhc. TJie act was shortj clear, and drawn up 
with reniaz-kabic ability. 

I The accession of Nicholas to the throne was the 
signal for the breaking- out of tlie long organized 
conspiracy,, the heads of which in St. Petersburgh 

f were Sergius, Prince Troubetskoi; Eugene, Prince 
Nolenski j and Conrad Eyleieff, The latter^ less 
rich, lower in rauk, and ioferior in influence, pos- 
sessed the superior quahties of firmness and pru- 
dence. He was a poet, an enthusiast, a democrat, 
afod a man of tlieories. They had lanig determined 
to get rid of Alexander, and subvert tJie govem- 
at. The succession of Nicholas hastened their 
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plans to the nioraent of decisive action. On 
S5th of December, Christmas Bay^ the conspira- 
tori met for the last time at the house of Byleieffi 
to concert their final measures. It is said that 
the police were apprised of tliis meeting, and gave 
information of it to the Governor-General of 
St. Peteraburgh, Count Miloradovitch, who only 
langhedj crying ^'Bah I they are a set of dreamersj 
met to read bad verses I" Nicholas had been 
made acquainted with the existence of the cou- 
spiracy, but seemed to treat it as a thing of nought. 
The conspiratoi'Sj in the meantime^ had been mis- 
led by an assurance, that in the second army one 
hundi-ed thousand men were ready to declare for 
them. The revolt broke out in the regiment of 
Moscow, and when Nicholas issued from tl^H 
Winter Palace to suppress itj he was nncea^' 
taui what battalions were faithful, or what woul d , 
declare against him. Many cried ''^ Long lii^| 
Constantine ! " but he soon found himself sur- 
rounded by soldiers and generals constant in 
fidelitjj and more numeroua than their oppo- 
nents. ^M 
In this momentous crisis, and at the very opeii^i 
ing of his reign, lie was suddenly called upon to 
exhibit himself worthy of the throne by courage 
and moderation, and it must be admitted that he 
displayed both in admirably blended proportioi] 
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His fnitlifiil friend Miloradovitchj wlio Imd i^scaped 
from fifty-six battlca with foreign enemies -without 

•a i^oundj and wto had been called tlie Muxat 

' of ttte Eussian army, fell by Ms side, and by the 
baud of one of hia own soldiers. The mobj assem- 
bled in large number y, began to take part ifitb 
the armed rebels. The Emperor^ deeply grieved by 
the fall of Miloradovitcli, was now snJScicntly re- 
inforced, but still he hesitated before he wielded the 
vast power in his bands, and issned orders to shed 
the blood of his subjects. He tried eshortationsj 
but they refiised to listen. The pontiff Seraphim 
appeared and appealed to tbem in the name of 
their religionj bnt they received his discourse ivith 
scoffs, and stifled his voice by the rolling of tlie 
dnmis. It was now absolutely necessary to act. 
The cavalry charged, bnt the rebels resisted stontlyj 
and the short winter's day had nearly closed in 

I darkness before the conflict was decided. Field- 
pieces were at length brought into action, and a 
general rout took place. The exact loss lias never 
been ascertained. The bodies were hastily col- 
lected and thrown into the Neva, through open- 
ings hewn for the purpo^ie in the ice. There might 
have been in all some two hundred killed, and from 
seven to eiglit hundred taken prisoners. At six 

[ o'clock all was quiet. The Emperor hastened to re- 
assure the Empress, and then hurried to the dying 

K 



CLEMJiNCT OF THE EiirEROR. 

bedof Miloradovitchj to receiTe bis last wishes, and 
thank him for the fiaai service he had rendered to 
Lis country at the price of his bkiod. The con- 
spiracy was over, and the leaders who had excited 
it were found wanting in the hour of danger. 
True to the traditional character of demagogues, 
they had brought their excited dupes to the field 
and left them there to perish. But the^ were 
hunted out by the police, fmd cast into prison. 
The subsequeiit executions were fewj^ and the 
clemency of Nicholas raised the most exalted 
liopes of his future justice in the administration of 
the great empire which had submitted unani- 
mously and cheerfully to his rule. Whj hove 
the consummate prudence and admirable mode- 
ration which marked the conduct of Nicholas in 
the early vigour of hfc, so signally deserted him 
in ita decline, and when advancing years should 

* Troul>Bfcflkoi, who deaerred eflmpound esemition for Ma 
blended treason, cowmdiccj and iguomuoe; "who talked of 
BtTitue and Hkgo, but confetsed that he knew not who those 
imtriota were — Tronbetatoi was sparwi, and banished to 
Siberia for life. Kylcieff and four otbeM were banged. The 
plotform wfia witbdi'B.wn before its time, aad the nooae slid 
over tho head flf Ryloieff, with two of his compFmions, pr 
tating; them into tlie bole beneath the ecatFoId. Wlien ( 
■were once naore brought imder thp gibbet, Rjleieff excla 
■with nndftunted courage : " Accuified country, where they 
neither know how to plot, to judge, or to hung I" Such a h|g1i- 
fioulod Bpirit BbouM have falleu by a bullet on tlie day of the 
laeurreotioD, instead of Burrlving to perieh Ignomimoiuly by 
His halter. 
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ring witli tliem increasing wisdom ? We cannot 
tlie enigma^ but wc see in tlie present con- 
duct of the Russian Erapcror another instance of 
the strange inconaistency which so often mars 
the characters of sovereigns, who have been 
quoted up to a certain point as models of political 
experience and practical Tvisdom, We have beheld 
a memorable instance in the fall of Louis PhilippSj 
and perhaps Nicholas is destined to furnish a 
secondj and if possible a more impressive illustra- 
tion. Ambition is usually an accompaniment of 
youth and hot bloody a desire which ^ows with 
indulgenecj and becomes stunted by restraint. 
In hinij after long forbearance, this overwhelming 
influence bursts forth in the autumn of Hfe^ at 
the mature age of fifty-eighty a period ^vhen the 
activCj stormy passions are usually exhausted by 
indulgcucc or sobered by rcfleetion. He has gone 
through a long series of difficulty and trialj and 
severe discipUne has been administered to him in 
hia greatness. His reign was inaugurated by blood- 
shedj and seven years later he was induced to put 
down the revolt of Poland by sanguinary retali- 
ation. His cities have been destroyed by fircj 
famine and the cholera have decimated his pro- 
vince Sj his domestic circle has been reached by 
the keen arrows of death, and now he stands alone, 
voluntarily braving the indignation of the worlds 
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rushing like a maniac into an unequal contest 
which he has most ohstinately provoked, and 
&om which it is beyond all human probability that 
he can escape without signal disaster and humilia' 
tion. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FBOOBESS OF THE AUBITIOUS VIEWS AND DTTBIGUES OF 
NICHOLAS. 

From the close of the great war in 1815 to the 
accession of the Emperor Nicholas, only ten 
years had elapsed; during which time, Russia, 
in common with the other nations, was occupied 
in recruiting her exhausted strength. She was 
in no state for immediate aggression, but had 
contrived to take good care of herself at the 
settlement of states by the Congress of Vienna. 
France lost her conquests, England resigned 
many colonies and desirable outports, but Russia 
was called upon to give up nothing. Finland, all 
her acquisitions in Turkey and Persia, were 
recognized as hers, and a proposition to restore 
Poland was peremptorily negatived by the plun- 
dering partitioners. Turkey was passed over as 
of no moment, although the necessity of pre- 
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serving her independence was admitted as a 
maxim in all arguments and negotiations. Kussia 
in a short time began to stir, and having excited 
the revolt in the Morea, offered her aid to the 
Porte to put it down. She had previously signed 
a treaty in conjunction with France and England, 
binding her to unite with the Western Powers in 
settling the affairs of Greece ; and some months 
after entered into another convention with Turkey, 
by which she expressly agreed to abstain from all 
interference. By some flagrant political mistakes 
of his own, and more by a long tissue of political 
double-dealing on the part of his supposed Mends, 
but actual enemies, the unfortunate Sultan Mah- 
moud found himself driven into a war with the 
three most powerful nations of the world, and, 
without an ally except his then loyal vassal of 
Egypt. 

As soon as Nicholas was firmly seated on his 
throne, a short time sufficed to extinguish plots, 
to dissipate intended insurrections, and to restore 
public tranquilHty through the vast provinces of 
the Russian Empire. Early in 1828 he was 
ready to resume the suspended march to Con- 
stantinople, and accordingly his armies once 
more inundated the firontier principalities, those 
ill-fated debatable lands, which Eussia alter- 
nately seizes and abandons to seize again, and 




I merciless squeezing. Unhappy is the destiny of 
kmall states J geographically placed between 
" greater ones who are always quarreULTigj and 
liave no other highway by which to rush into 
I jnntual conflict. If they look to the right, they 
hud plunder and protection; if to the left, pro- 
■ tection and plunder. They are worse oif than 

I the border lands of England and Scotland under 
the old feudal qnarrels, when the Douglas and 
the Percy were perpetually exercising their rival 
chivalry, or a penniless chieftain found it iieces- 

Isary to repleni^li his larder or his wine-cellar. 
The ostensible Russian pretext against Turkey, 
was then, as now^, the religious obligation by 
wbieh the Emperor felt himself imperatively 
L called upon to rescue his suffering brothers in 
Rthe faith. The Sultan was worse prepared than 
■ever ; Greece was in open rebellion, and on the 
verge of independence; by a fatal mistake we 
i^iad destroyed his fleets and that of his Egyijtlan 
at l^J'avarino ; and he himself had extirpated 
tie old indigenous soldiers of the empire^ the 
* janissaries, while his new levies, modelled on a 

Eplan, were raw and ineffective. The 
ithusiastic Talour of Asia had been driven 




out, but the sustained discipline of Em-ope 
not yet imported, Nevertlieless he made a 
gallant resistance against the leviathan^ and at 
the end of the first yeai" his adversaries had little 
to boast of. They had taken Ibraila by capitula- 
tion, and Yama by treachery , but retreated from 
before the lines of Schnmlaj and raised the siege 
of Silistria. In the mean timej Paskievitch 
pressed rapidly on the Asiatic side ; took Erivan 
and Erzeronm, tlu-eatened Trebiaond, and ad- 
vanced into Anatolia. The Sidtan left his 
capitalj bearing the sacred standardj, but the 
last appeal failed to excite the national enthu- 
siasm that was expected. Diebitsch crossed the 
B^an with forty thousand men, abandoned his 
base of operationaj and entered Adrianople, 
Then the Sultan Mahmoud was terrified into 
peace, wliich he concluded on the 14th of Sep- 
temberj 1829, on terms almost amounting ti 
the dismemberment of hia empire. The suc- 
cesses of Paskicvitch alarmed him as much as 
the advance of Diebitsch. "VSTien we remember 
the ovcr\^'heliriing odds against -which he obsti- 
nately fought, it is manrellons that he was enablci 
to resist so long. 

" By this Treaty of Adrianople," says the 
author of " Eosaia in the East," " the Emperor 
KicholaSj who in deference to the jealousy of 
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had publicly disclaimed all intentions to 
^ggtrmdize his dominions, acquired Anajni and 
Poti, with a considerable extent of const on the 
Black Sea, a portion of the paahalic of AkhiUka^ 
with the two fortresses of Akhilaka mid Akliil- 
killakj and the virtual possession of tlie islanda 
formed hy the months of the Danube j Bttpulated 
for the destruction of the Turkish fortress of 
Giurgevo, and tlie abandonment by Turkey of 
the right bank of the St. George^s branch of tbc 
Danube, to the distance of several niileB from that 
river; attempted a virtual separation of 5Iol- 
davia and WaUacbia from Turkey, by nauitiiry 
regulations intended to couneet them rnth llusaju; 
stipulated that the Porte should eonfiriu the in- 
ternal regulations for the goyernment of thoee 
pronnces which Russia had established whiln she 
occupied them; removed, partly by force and 
pai'tiy by the influence of the pricsthoodj many 
thousand families of Armenians fi-om the Turkisli 
provinces in Asia to his own teiTitorics, as he hud 
already moved nearly an equal number fi-oni Persia, 
lea\iug whole districts depopulated, and saeri- 
ficing, by the fatigues and privations of the com- 
pulsory march, the aged and infirm, the weak 
and the helpless/^ 

As another result of this disastrous war, Greece 
was declared to be an independent state, under 
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the protection of tbe great powers of Europe, 
At the coTDmencement of the struggle it had 
been proposed to the Sultan that, aa in the casea- 
of Moldavia and Wallachiaj he should still retain 
the auzcrainty, Trith a yearly tribute; but he 
rejected those terms with indignation, and Greece 
was finally seYered from hist empire. 

Count Capo D'Istria, (a native of Corfh, and 
the son of a physician,) who bad been a Kusaian 
minister, was placed at the head of the govern- 
ment with the title of President, He was not 
long permitted to eujoy his elevation, being asaaa- 
sinated on November 9th, 1831, by the brother 
and son of Mavromichaelis, aMainote chief, whom 
he had imprisoned. Kesolved to be classFical in 
all their procedings, the authorities revived for the 
special punishment of these criminals, the old 
Boeotian mode of execution by burying alive j a 
barbarity exereiaed by Creon in the case of his 
niece Antigone, sister of Polynices, b.c. 1225. 
Tliey were sentenced to be immured within 
brick walla built around them up to their china, 
and to be scantUy supplied witli food under this 
species of slow torture, until they died. It waeh^M 
then determined to change the new republic into"^^ 
a monarchy; but the throne of Greece had 
become an unpromising investment, and waa 
some time in the market before a customer could 
he found. 
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It has been said tliat it urns scrrously offered 
to the Duke of Wellington^ who laughed at the 
proposal, considering it ae an amusing jest ^ hut 
recommended Prince Leopold, who was then 
tmprovided for, and siijijioaed to he on the look- 
out for a vacant aovereignty, Leopold coquetted 
a little, as if tempted by the bauble, but flnaUy 
proved himself a wise mMi in Ma generation, and 
declined. The snug little kingdom of Belgium 
which soon afterwards fell in,* though less bril- 
liantly furnished with heroic reminiscences, is 
more secure^ and through his sagacious govern- 
ment, has stood unmoved while continental Europe 
was convnlaed with revolutions. It had besides, 
in those imsettled days, the additional advantage 
of being nearer Claremont in case of accidents, 

Otho of Bavaria was declared King of Greece, 
January 25t]ij 1833, and has ever been a mere 
puppet in the hands of subtle Bossian diplo- 
matists. Like many wiser men, he is entirely 
under tlic influence of his wife, who, it must be 
remembered, is a princess of the Rnasiau house 
of Oldcnhinfg. Tliey have no children; and 
although the snccession is fixed in the Bavarian 
line, the Queen expects to alter it. 

The Greeks have their eyes on Constantinople, 

* Tte Bute da Nemours waff elected king of BslginBQ in the 
Snl instance, but \na flhther, Eiog Louis Philippe^ refas^ Ma 
eonswit. 
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and undervalue the narrow strip to wMcli they are 
at present circumscribed. They indulge in a dream 
that sooner or later the whole Hellenic race will be 
united into one kingdom ; an anticipation of the 
future cherished under the name of Panhellenism, 
and firmly believed in throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. Bussia encourages this idea 
for deep purposes of her own, but has no inten- 
tion of aiding in its fulfilment, or that Constan- 
tinople shall ever be the capital of an independent 
Greek empire. Her gaze is incessantly fixed on 
the tempting aspect of the Golden Horn, but she 
would rather her ancient enemy, the decrepid 
Ottoman, should remain tenant in possession, on 
sufferance, of what she has long considered her 
destined property, than that a new compact state, 
rising in youthfiil vigour, and professing the same 
creed with herself, should step into his place, and 
thus protract the conquest sine die. On the 
other hand, France and England, while bent on 
preserving a barrier against the encroachments 
of Russia, are not likely to unite in thrusting 
Greece into the slippers of Turkey, although 
Greece may be anxious enough to figure in them. 
The independence of Turkey is essential to the 
political existence of Greece, their commercial 
relations are reciprocally advantageous, and a 
good understanding between the two powers will 
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gtlien Ijotli. But Russian intrigue will not 
«illow tlie government of Greece to see this, 
and is perpetually at work to check the progress of 
any opinion that tends to extirpate old jealou- 
«ies, or to promote tlie oblivion of exaggerated 
"wrougs, 

Another hea\^ burden was imposed on the 
-exhausted finances of Turkey, in 1829, by the 
imposition of an enormous indemnity, to make 
good the expenses of the waa% and the commercial 
losses of Russia. The sum was not likely to be 
liqiiidated before the lapse of many years, and 
Tintil payment was completed, Moldavia, Wal- 
lachiaj and the fortress of Silistria were to remain 
fis pledges in the hands of the conqueror. But 
tlie Sultan did contrive to discharge this heavy 
obligation, and within the stipulated time. 

During the Tm-Msli war of 1828, 1829j the 
Emperor Nicholas took tlie field in person, accom- 
panied by his brother, the Grand Duke Michael, 
Both were present in many engagements ; but it 
Jias never been pretended that cither exhibited 
the shghtest mUitary skill, or the talents of a 
general. Russia, as we have seen, obtained 
ad\*antages almost amounting to absolute con- 
quest. These advantages cost her the lives of 
tiearly 200^000 men, on whicli the Emperor never 
bestowed a second thought , The sword destroyed 
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mauyj and ikmine and pestilence taorCj and one 
half at least fell victims to the total waut of hos- 
pital Jiccommodatioti, The surrivors had scarcely 
reached their own froutieraj when the Polish 
Revolution broke out on November 29thj 1830«^J 
and once more that oppressed nation rose ^J^^^ 
determined energy to make & last desperate strug- 
gle for emancipation. Had this attempt been 
organized a year or two sooner, while Russia was 
Btill engaged in the Turkish war, the residt might 
have been different. Skrzynecki and Dwemicki 
proved tliemselvea worthy successors of KosciuskOt 
They won many battleSj and always against supe- 
rior numbers. Growchow, Wawre, Serocayn, 
Seidletz, ZelichOj Ostrolenkaj and Wilnn, are not 
names which the Enssian regiments wiU inscribe 
on their standards, or commemorate over their 
flowing cupa if they are ever permitted to indnlge 
in hilarious potiftiona. Diebitsch, "the Balk^i- 
passer/' aaw his stai' turn pale on the plains of 
Poland. He died suddenly June lOth, 1831, 
whether from poismij chagrin, or fever, has never 
been clearly determined. Twelve days later, the 
Grand Duke Constantino followed him, under 
the same auspicious circnmstancea. Up to ti 
period the Russian army had been chiefly led 
foreignera, in accordance with the well-known 
bias of the Emperor j but now Paskievitchj 
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ultra- Euasiiirij aesumad the command, and brought 
the war to a succeagfuJ conciuaiou. The PoleSj 
like Pyrrliua of ohl, Lad been nuned by their 
victories: they had no reseoes; their reaources 
were exhausted; they became disiLmted and mis- 
trustful of their leaders; another deaperute en- 
counter at Winsk, and a, final defeat at Warsaw 
on the Sth of September^ and the struggle was 
at an end. Overwhelming numbers again pre- 
Vidled against courage and patriotism. Poland 
was extinguished, but Eusijia triumphed without 
glory. 

On the 26th of July, 1832, Nicholas issued an 
ukase, decreeing that the kingdom of Poland 
should thencoibrward form an integral portion 
of the Russiaii Empire* The sanguinary conduct 
of the wai'j and the Bcveritiea exercised when it 
was ended, he justified to his consciencCj as the 
legitimate exercise of sovereign power over rebel- 
lions vas&als J he stood alone in his opiaions, and 
found uo sympathy beyond the naiTow circle of his 
immediate flatterers and sycophants. That the 
restoration of Poland in its full integrity would be 
an eft'ectual bai-riei* against the present encroach- 
ments of Ikissia, and a guarantee for the future^ 
cannot be disputed. TVTietherj under any cireum- 
stances Ukely to arise out of the impending war, 
that is still practicablej is a \erj doubtful and 
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momentous question for the Western nations 
consider. 

The Poles haTe been so long siibdiucd and 
divided that their nationality is supposed to be 
extinct. Perhaps it only slumberg : 1854 is not 
as far from 1830, as the latter date was from 
1794; a people who twice looked up towards 
Tictoiy when fighting alone, may grapple it at 
last if powerfully supported. There are over- 
groTiTi states, with less claims, which may be 
stripped of nnlawinl spoils to secure the inde^ 
pendente of Europe^ and to consummate an act 
of retributive justice. The material point is to 
watch and combine the time and opportunity, 
which sometimes arise when least expected. The 
idea may be scouted as chimerical, but many solid 
realities of the present day were much more 
ima^native and improbable fiTe years ago. We 
live in an age of miracles, and have witnessed 
with our own eyes the aecompbshment of events, 
which exceed the wildest flights of romantic 
fiction. 

Long before Turkey could recover from the 
prostrate state to which she had been reduced by 
the treaty of Adrianople, fresh blows were struck 
from an unexpected quarter. Mehemct Ali re- 
nounced his allegiance, erected Egypt and Syria 
into an independent kingdom, and advanced 
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boldly to attack and dethrone Hs lawful sovereign 
and master. Euroi>e looked on, saw this storm * 
gathering, but neither appreciated the conse- 
qnencea nor the neceisity of antidpating them. 
Tills principle of fomenting external discord and 
domestic rebellion was originally promoted by 
Russia in 1772; it failed then from the avowed 
arrogance of Alexis OrlofF, the favourite of Cathe- 
rine, bnt had never been lost sight of, and at length 
approached consummation in 183^. Ibrahim 
Pacha, after a series of successes, in which the 
superiority of the Egyptian troopa over those of 
the Sultan was invariably establishedj marched 
on to within eighty leagues of Constantinople; 
and there no longer existed any opposing force 
to stay his progress until he dictated terms oppo- ' 
site to the walls of the Seraglio. In this cam- 
paign the son of Mehemct AU proved liiraself a 
I good general, and conducted his operations with 
prudence, sagacity, and vigour. On the other 
hand the Turkish commanders opposed to him 
were utterly ignorant of their business, and knew 
npt how to handle troojjs in action. Their troops 
I were bad, but the Egyptians were not much 
' better ; it was a contest between the one-eyed 
and the blind, as Frederick the Great said of the 
early battles between, the Turks and Eussians 
Ibrahim was fortunate in an able second r Suhman 
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Paclia (otTiPrwise Colonel Sel?es), who held thc- 
important post of chief of the Egyptian staif, or 
as we may call him, quartermaster-general^ had 
becB a field officer in the French army, and 
aide-de-camp to Marshal Ney, during the brilliant 
wars of the Empire, Marshal Marmont has said, 
that although he then filled merely a subordinate 
station^ he had acqiured aa thorough a knowledge 
of the great principles of the art of war as if he 
had served in the highest rank. 

In his last extremity the Sultan Mahmoud 
applied for foreign aid against his revolted yassaL 
It is quite certain that his first appeal was made 
to England^ his second to France ; but neither of 
these countries was at that moment disposed or 
prepared to respond. In despair, and most re- 
luctantly, he threw himself into the arms of 
Russia, who eagerly embraced the opportunity 
which she had assisted to create, came down 
at once with a powerful fleet and armyj and 
Ibrahim Pacha was compelled to retire. 

To the astonishment of all the world, Uussia 
also retired when her friendly mission was accom- 
plishedj and apparently without asking any fee or 
reward for the timely rescue. She even restored 
Siliatria to the Sultan imaskedj and as a g^raceftd 
tribute of acknowledgment for his punctilious 
observance of the treaty of Adrianople. But it 
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soon transpired that a new treaty had been signed 
, nt Unkiar-Skelessi, containing a secret article, 
which virtually accomplished the long-cherished 
schemes of Russia, and reduced the Porte to the 
condition of a tributary. 



L 2 



148 



CHAPTER XI. 

SECRET TBEATT OF UNKIAB-SKBLSSSI, WITH HB OBXEOTB AND 
OOKSBQUEKOES. 

TnE general stipulations of this treaty engage 
the two contracting parties to afford mutual aid 
against mutual enemies ; but by the secret article, 
Turkey, in place of military assistance to Russia, 
bound herself to close the Bosphorus and the 
Dardanelles, when called upon to do so by her 
ally, against the ships of war of all other nations. 
The right of Turkey to exercise this exclusion 
as a common principle, without reserve, had never 
been questioned, neither were the maritime nations 
of Europe desirous to take from her the control 
of her own waters j but they never contemplated 
or intended to allow the dictatorial usurpation of 
that privilege by Russia; or that Russia should 
command Turkey to exercise it, whenever she 
herself might happen ^-o be at war with any naval 
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power. It was perfectly evident that by this 
secret understanding Russia constituted herself 
viceroy over the SuJtan, and became protector of 
the atate, wbich in her regular course of practice 
ahe would proceed to annex with the first con- 
venient opportunity. Many steps towards the 
liltimate object were gained without any overt 
act to excite the immediate suspicion of other 
nations^ who were at the moment sufficiently 
occupied with their own domestic affairs. It 
TTOuld have been diametrically opposed to the 
projects of Eussia to suffer Egypt to take the 
place of Turkey, or to allow a new Mohammedan 
empire to erect itself on the i-uins of the old ooc. 

lliTien the conditions of this treaty transpired 
in due time, the French and English govcrnmeuta 
detected the hidden mischief through the appa* 
rent plausibility j they not only expressed at once 
their tUssatisf action, hut distinctly signified that 
they should dkregard the stipulation whenever 
the course of events might render such a courae 
desirable. The French Charge d'Affairs at St. 
Petersburgh, M. de Lagreue, addressed an official 
note to Count Nesselrode, the Kussian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs^ in which he clearly stated 
that the treaty of the 8th July, 1833, in the 
opinion of the French monarch, imparted to the 
mutual relations of the Ottoman and Russian 
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empires, a new character, against whicli all 
powers of Europe Lad a rigkt to protest. He 
also added, in most unequivocal tenns^ that if 
the articles of that treaty w&e hereafter to hiii^ 
on an armed intervention of Buasia in the in- 
ternal affairs of Turkey^ the government of Xing 
Louis Philippe would hold itself wholly at liberty 
to adopt such a line of conduct as csircnmstances 
might suggestj acting A-om that moment as if 
the said treaty was a nullity and had no existence ; 
a plain announcement^ which it was impossible to 
xnisunderstand. Count Neeaelrode replied, that 
as the Prench government had merely stated 
regret and objections to the treaty of Unkiar- 
Skclessi, without explaining the motives or nature 
of eitherj he could neither know nor understai 
what was intended. The treaty, according to 
interpretation, was exclusively defensive; it had 
been concluded between two independent poweis, 
exercising their undoubted rights, and containing 
nothing prejudicial to the interests of any other 
state whatever. If the^e states were determined 
to set it aside as of no valu^ it was clear they 
had in. view the subversion of an empire which 
the treaty was destined to presence. The act 
had indeed changed the nature of the relations 
bet^veen llussia and the Porte; for it had pro- 
duced confidence and close intimacy in place 
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long-clierislicd mistriistj and liad moreover given 
to tte Turkish goverimient a guarantee of stability 
with a means of defence cxilculated to ensure its 
preservation. He then concluded, by informing 
the French ambassadorj tliat His Majesty the Em- 
peror, hia august' master, was resolved to fulfil faith- 
fully, should the occasion present itself, each and 
aU of the obligations which the treaty of the 
8th of July imposed upon liim, acting therein as 
if the declaration contained in M, de Lagreae's 
note did not exist. 

In this skirmish of diplomacy the course adopted 
by France was prompt and spirited^ while the 
reply of Count Nesaelrode is imperious even to 
insolence, and hypocritical to abaurdity, Tlie 
correspondence means defiance on eithei* side, 
and resembles that recorded to have taken place 
between two neighbouring kinga of old, one of 
whom addretssed the other thus : " Send me your 

tribute, or else- ;" to which he received for 

answer, " I owe you no tribute, and if— — .'* 

The remonstrance of the EngUsh cabinet, with 

! the corresponding reply, we have not access to, 

but, entertaining exactly the same views with 

those expressed by Prance, there can be no doubt 

I that it was equally exphcit, and subsequent events 

■ have shown that both govermnents disregarded 

I the empty prohibition, and despatched their fleets 
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thi'ougli the DardaneUes and the Bosphorus to 
tbe Black Sea, when they deemed it necessaiy to 
to do so, in utter coutempt of the autocratic vetOj 
which exercised no real power beyond the limits 
of the parchment on which it was inscribed^ 

Sultau Mahmoud died on the 27th June, 1839 ; 
liis death being supposed to be accelerated by 
indulgences not in strict accordance wath the 
tenets of the Koran. After Ms decease, the 
cellara of the imperial palace were found to he 
well stored with claret, champ agne, and (jn^ok 
pudor!) even with brandy, which his successor, 
with holy abhorrence^ banished from their un- 
seemly resting-places. The Turks had a auper- 
BtitiouB conviction that Mahmoud wa^ destined 
to be the last of their emperors that should reign 
in Europe. The conquest obtained by liis an- 
cestor they belieyed destined to be lost again by 
a descendant of the same name, and in liim the 
realization of the prophecy was expected. In 
like manner the Russians expect that as a Con- 
stautine was the last Christian monarch of the 
eastern cmpirej a Constantine is to be the next i 
and point to the Grand Duke, the second son of 
the Emperor l^icholas, as the destined restorer. 
This young prince, born on the Slst September, 
1827, and grand- admiral of Russia, is said to 
possess energetic ability, and the characteristic 
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ambitioii of his race. His elder brotlierj Alex- 
ander, lieir-prcsumptiTe to the tlirone. Las been 
described as mild in disposition^ limited in talent^ 
and fearful of responsibility. *^What makes you 
so serious 7" said Const an tine^ one day, observing 
him in profound meditation, witli a desponding 
aspect, '' I am tMnMng of what may be reserved 
for me in future," replied Alexander; " tlie 
charge of ruling an enormous empire is heavy 
indeed/' The younger brother quickly rejoined, 
" If there is nothing else to torment you, apeak 
the word, and I will instantly relieve you of that 
same charge.*'* 

The Grand Duke Alexander was horn in 1818; 
he is consequently now in his thirty-sixth year. 
In 1839, he mai'iied a princess of Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, and has several children, Conatantine es- 
pousedj in 1848^ a daughter of the Dokc of Saxe- 
Altcnbergj and has also a young family; there 
are two more brothers, Nicholas and Michael- 
It will be observed, that the sons of the reigning 
emperor have received the same names as the 
sons of Paulj and in the same order. The line of 
Romanoff is at present well represented by male 
descendants, although accruing through the 
female branch, and is in no danger of extinction 
from natural decay. Russian aggrandizement 

* S«^ Solinitzler'fl " SeorKt Histoiy," 
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has seldom exhibited itself in ambitious allmnoes. 

The present Empress, sister of the King of ¥rm- 
sia^ is more Mgtlj coimected than aoy of her 
predecessors on the throne. 

The Sultan Mahmoud Tv^as the most umfortu- 
nate of reformers. Far in advance of his people, 
he endeavoured to bring them up to his own 
standard, but his efforts were beyond his re- 
sourccsj and recoiled on himself. They shook 
his tottering empire to the verge of dissolution. 
Mehemet Ali of Egyptj another eminent reformer, 
more Tmscrupuloua than Mahmoudj with limited 
means and unpromising materials to work with, 
met with greater suceeaa, and contrived to 
erect a strong kingdom out of a weak vice- 
royalty. The death of Mahmoud left the throne 
to his son Abd-uJ-Medjid, the present Sultan, at 
that time a mere youth, of undeveloped character, 
a sickly constitution, and the last male represen- 
tative of the line of OthmMu The opportunity 
was tempting, and once more the Egyptian vassal 
thought to trample on his master. The Turkish 
fleet sent from Coiistantiuople to coerce him, was 
treacherously dcHvered into his hands, and Ibra- 
him Pacha prepared confidently to repeat the 
marches and victories of 1832^ with a more deci- 
sive result. In this fresh danger, the Porte was 
again saved, principally by the active interference 
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appealing to the active interposition of Bussia. 
Russia felt that France totally disbeliered, and 
England mistrusted her. She therefore made a 
merit of yielding what she fomid it impossible 
to retain, and regained for ffae moment the con- 
fidence of England^ while France was pushed out 
of the negotiation, in which she had never desired 
to be a participator, and dedined signing the new 
treaty of London, concluded on the 15th July, 
1840. 

By this treaty, the four contracting powers, 
" animated by the desire of maintaining the inte- 
grity and independence of the Ottoman Empire, 
as a security for the peace of Europe" engaged to 
compel Mehemet Ali, by force of arms, to confine 
himself for the fiiture within his pachaUc of 
Egypt. The forces they might employ, were to be 
sent on the demand of the Sultan, and to be 
withdrawn when he no longer required thar 
presence. The ancient privilege of Turkey to 
refuse entrance into the Dardanelles and Bospho- 
rus, to the ships of war of foreign nations, was 
recognized and solemnly pledged to be main- 
tained. The Sultan, on his part, undertook to 
act on this principle, as the established rule of 
the empire, as long as the Porte is at peace. The 
command of the straits was thus distinctly re- 
stored to Turkey, the secret article of Unkiar 
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Skelessi was nullifiecl, and the friciidly alliance 
of tLe fouir powers substituted for the insidious 
and exclusive protection of Eussia. 

The cause of ofience given bj Eussia to France 
waa one not likely to be aoon forgotten by a high- 
spirited people. The northern autocrat detested 
the xevolntion of 1830^ and looked with personal 
contempt on the dtisen-king, whom the French 
leople had chosen to place upon their throne. 
'he Emperor Nicholas talked idly of interposi- 
tion by force of arms, to restore the exiled 
dynasty, while he used the safer weapons of 
intrigne with ready activity. England, taking 
a sounder yiew of the pohcy by wliieh the civili- 
zatioii of the world ia to be advanced, regretted 
the estrangement of France, on a question ao im- 
portant as the affairs of the East- The British 
government therefore, admitting and acting to 
the fullest extent on the doctrine, that aU nations 
lave an undoubted right to settle their domestic 
'angementSj without consulting the feelings or 
opinions of foreign powers^Jaboured incessantly 
to bring France within the circle of the new con- 
vention. The designs of Eussia, with which all the 
world were fully impressedj could never be effec- 
M tually controlledj while a great military state 
^■remained undecided in her intentions. 
^M On the 13th July, 1841, the ej^isting impedi- 
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ments were removed, the efforts of the English 
ministers were crowned with success ; and a fresh 
treaty announced, that France had joined with 
the other leadini^ powers of Europej in acknow- 
ledging the sovereign rights of the Saltan, and in 
a solemn leagae and covenantj to assist him in 
consolidating the repose of his Empire. Unleas 
it could he proved that Turkey cancelled this 
engagement by an act of suicidal aggression, any 
attempt on the part of one of the contracting 
guardians of peacBj to trench upon the rights 
which all were equaUy bound to maintain, was to 
be considered as a manifest breach of faith, and & 
direct \-iolation of the existing compact. That 
Eussia, without the slightest justification, has 
thrust herself into this predicament, ia transparent 
to the eyes and understanding of collected Europe; 
nor can the hypocritical plausibilities of the Czar, 
communicated through his pliant mouth-piece, 
Count Nesselrode, impose upon the shallowest 
understanding, or gain for him a single advocate 
in the course which besotted ambition or bhnd 
fanaticism is prompting him to follow* 
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Turkey has made vast strides during tte four- 
teen years of peace wtich slie lias been permitted 
to enjoy. Perhaps no eountiy in Europe has 
advanced so rapidly. Her navy is reapectablej 
her army weE-diaciplined and numerous ; her old 
prejudices are giving way to the influence of 
education and increasing intercourse with other 
nations ; her resources have multiplied, her com- 
merce has increased; her religious toleration 
extends to the utmost limits which. Moham- 
medanism allows; her Chiistian subjects are satis* 
with their condition and not desirous of 
igej schools of instruction in literatiu-e, 
fmencGj and arts, are established in ail her pro- 
vvD^m; her domestic legislation is impartially 
administered^ nor is there any despotic govern- 
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ment under which the vice of corruption Is so 
little encouraged. Turkey haSj in fact, astonished 
both her Mends and enemies by her iQarvTUous 
resuscitationj which those who spoke and wrote 
of her as "a galvanized eorpse^" are now very 
slow to believe, notT^dthstanding her manly efforts 
in self-defence, and single-handed, since the last 
invasion of the Principalities, But although 
Busgia during these fourteen years has been com- 
pelled to abstain from declared hostility, she has 
propagated her snhverting doctrines through a 
thousand insidious channels, and has instiUcd 
them into the inmost arteries of the Turkish 
empire. It is indeed difficult to comprehend how 
reform can have advanced so rapidly, and national 
strength have been enabled to consolidate itself, 
in despite of these paralyzing checks. On this 
important topic, the author of " The Frontier 
lionda of the Christian and the Turk/' (an evi- 
dence whose value is extensively admitted,) hat^^B 
put on record some observations which may be^" 
relied on as conveying the truthj and may be 
studied with advantage by those blind diplomatists 
who stiU believe, or affect to put faith, in the 
honesty of a Russian manifesto. He says^ — ^" The 
agent of the Danish company at Widdin received 
me with great politeness, and after some conver- 
sation on the days of sailing, he treated me to a 
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narrative of the last insurrection, witli all its 
circumstances j but Ms hostility to tbe Turks was 
so evident in everything he saidj that I could not 
hear it -without considerable distrust. This steam- 
boat agent is also the Vice-consul of Austria. 
Eussia has lier secret emissaries; but England 
has no one to watch the intrigues of these two 
powers in this qnarterj which is so important to 
Turkeyj and consequently interesting to Great 
Britain. A mistaken system of economy may 
sometimea prove prejudicial to the general policy 
of a cabinet which thus deprives itself^ from the 
most laudable motives no doubtj of information 
which might guide it in critical circumstances. 
Here was an insurrectionj for inatancej which 
Russia and Austria made much of, aud England 
possessed no means of gaining accurate intcl- 
Hgence about it. All the trade of Upper Bul- 
garia comes to "Widdin; Ionian subjects are much 
engaged in itj as well as in tlie general navigation 
of the DauubCj for which tMs town is one of the 
principal stations, and for want of a British 
consular fiag to protect them they seek patronage 
from Austria j and not only do these evils arise 
from a wish to save a few hundreds per annum, 
hut the general tendency of one of the richest 
and most influential provinces in European Turkey 
is consequently ignored by our government, which 

u 





should know it and guide it akoj for I am 
to say that in Downing Street there is not the 
moat I'emote idea of the existence of a compr&. 
hendve eetablishment for the Buasiani^ing of 
Bulgaria; and yet the Foreign Office caa well 
appreciate the great importance of such a hct* 
It is hy education that this deep -laid scheme is 
in a course of active execution j no leas th^ 
twenty-one schools have been instituted of late in 
the different towim for this purpose ; the teacheia 
hare all come from Kiew in Kussia. Hatred to 
the Sultan and attachment to the Czar, are assi- 
duously taught ; and their catechism in the Sda* 
vonian tongue, wMch was tranalated to me^ is 
more practical than religious, while it openly 
alludes to the incorporation of Bulgaria in the 
Russian EmpLrc. Besides thisj the propaganda 
of the Pan-Sdavonian Hetairia, and the agency 
of this political interest^ opposed to those of 
Turkeyj ai'c efficiently represented by skilful 
apostles in Bulgaria.'^ 

The insurrectionary movements in the different 
provinces of the Ottoman empire, instead of being 
produced by Turkish oppression, which has no 
existence, are invariably fomented by Bussiaa 
intrigues, which never slumber, and are always on 
the alert to take advantage of any colourable pre- 
text that may occur. The peasants of Bulgaria^ 
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ttIio have been subject to tlie Turks for fiTe 
hundred years^ nm infinitely better off in eveiy 
respectj in dietj, clothing, lodging, and in the 
produce derived from their agricultural labour, 
than any of the Sclavonic race, he they of what 
creed they may, who are doomed to drag on their 
existence nnder the iron domination of Eussia. 
The Sultan is accused of intolerance, whereas it 
is his very tolerant and unsuspecting system of 
government which gives the opportunity to the 
secret agents of Russiaj of sowing the seeds of 
discontent amongst the two great sections of his 
subjects; and of urging them into rebellion, when 
all arc disposed to be happy, loyal, and indua- 
trious. The catechism taught in the schools of 
Bulgaria, by these Muscovite Jesuits, is un- 
doubtedly a duplicate of the scripturtd doctrine 
instilled into the ridug generation of Poland, 
under terror of the knout ; and by order of the 
government. The following extract* may serve 
as a sample of the whole* 

^* Qu. 1.— How is the authority of the Kmperor 
to be considered in reference to the spirit of 
Christianity ? 

" Ans. — Aa proceeding immediately from God. 

*'Qtu. 1?. — Wlmt are the supematuraliy re- 

• Quoted in the " Progresa and PreBeot Positioii of Rnsaia 
m the Efvst." 
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vealcd motives for this woreliip of tte Em- 
peror? 

'^Ans. — ^Tlie stipematurally revealed motiTes 
are; that the Emperor is the vicegerent and 
minister of God, to execute the divine commands; 
and consequently disobedience to the Emperor 
is identified lyith disobedience to God himself j 
that God Tvill reward us in the world, for the 
worship and obedience we render the Emperor, 
and punish ua severely to all eternity, should we 
disobey or neglect to worship him. Moreover, 
God commands ua to love acnd obey from the 
inmost recesses of the heart, every authority, and 
particularly the Emperor ; not from worldly con- 
siderations, but from apprehensions of the final 
judgment." 

Such bold blasphemy hm never been approached 
since the days of pagan darkness, when kings and 
conquerors voted themselves into the synod of 
Olympus, decreed their own immortality, and 
issued edicts announcing their special deification. 

And this precious document emanates fi'oni the 
authority of a man, who provokes war '^'^iu the 
naioe of the Most Holy Trinity,*' who, with 
religion on his tongue, remorseless ambition at 
his heart, and a destroying sword in his hand, 
imagines himself a semi-deity upon earth, the 
delegated instinment of omnipotence, and the 
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destined uprooter of the faith of Islam, which 
witli all its errors, is nearer to a reflection of the 
truth, than his riniuitigated bigotry. 

Tlie heUevers in Eussian moderation and good 
faith, if any yet exist^ will^ we should think, be 
sufficiently converted by the startling documents 
which were lately laid before the Houses of Par- 
liamentj and have been copied at ftdl length into 
the public papers. The Emperor Nicholas does 
not here, as Benedict says of Claudio, turn ortho- 
grapher, and cook his words into a fantastical 
banquet, but he speaks plainly and to the purpose, 
without circumloeution or disguise, As far hack 
as 1844j when he did us the honour of a visit, 
he anticipated the immediate dissolution of the 
Turkish empire, and proposed to the English 
government to divide the inheritance of the dying 
patient they were mutually pledged to keep in 
health as long as they could. But Turkey pos- 
sesses as many lives as a cat, and has rallied several 
times when given over by her physicians. Finding 
hia overture ill received, the Czar changes his 
tactics, and says, "let na wait the course of events, 
and in the meantime forbear to press the Porte 
by overbearing demands, supported in a manner 
humiliating to its dignity and independence ! " 
He then proceeds to put in practise the course he 
repudiates, as we have seen a bailiff in a barrack 
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square brought under the pump, when particular 
orders were giren to take great csare of him. 

In 1853, the Czar*s patience is exhausted, for 
the Sultan ia not yet in articuh mortis. He and 
his empire are as tenacious of life as the Tteverend 
Mr. Blaady, under the homseopathic doses of hia 
atfectioiiate daughter. The Moscovite Machi- 
avelli again presses the English government. ''We 
have here," says he^ " on our hands, a sick man — 
a very sick man ; one of these days we shall see 
him slip through our fingers suddenlyj before we 
have disposed of hia property^ and then othci^ 
will expect a share : let ua be beforehand with 
them. If you and I agree, a fi^ for the rest^thc 
treaties of 1840 and 1841 may go into the fire as 
80 much waste paper. Austria cannot move hut 
hy my bidding ; Prussia I despise ; and Prance 1 
defy. If Trance dares to despatch an array to 
the East, I will send it back quicker than it came, 
Constantinople shall remain provisionally under 
my protection until I take it to myself— I will 
incorporate with my own empire^ Wallachia, 
Molda\ia, Bulgaria, and Servia, while you shall 
take possession of Egypt and Candia. My terri- 
tory I admit is too lar^e alTeady^ and my power 
suspicious as well as dangerous to my neighbours r 
but notwithstanding, I must have a little addition 
to both, with which I shall be contented — for the 
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present." This is tlie sum and stibstance, tte 
€onrleDsed epitome of a long preamble ; and, as 
Lord Ogleby says : "If tliis isn^t plain the devil'a 
in it/* Comment on snct nnparallcled efFronteiy 
and double dealing is superfluous. The tone of 
insolence adopted towards France is too extrava- 
gant to excite anything but a smile. A great 
nation^ conscious of its strength, may indulge in 
contemptj Trhere anger would be undignified. 
Praseia is wholly passed over as a petty German 
principality, which can acttrcely be discovered on 
the map without spectacles; while Austria is 
treated as a dependent province. " The policy of 
Eussia and of Austriaj^* says the dictator, " is one 
and the same. "When T speak of the one countryj 
I mean the other. Austria shall not vrallcj nor 
talk, nor move, nor think but aa I please." 
UtiIcss Austria is as false as himself, a very 
short time will show how far he has overrated hia 
influence. 

The correspondence now ptibhshedj is a manifesto 
to the world, which will be translated into many 
langTiages and perused by millions of intelHgent 
readers. It will furnish valuable material to the 
future historian, who, while he dilates with honest 
iudi^atiou on the selfish hypocrisy of the Czar, 
win record with corresponding eulogy the conduct 
of the English ministers, who were too clear- 
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aighted to be cajoledj too honourable to be tempted, 
and wbo disentangled themselves from a labyrintii 
of "deUcatc" negotiation, without losing their own 
credit, or compromising the character and moral 
asceudcucy of the sovereign and nation they 
reprcaented. 

The Unssian Emperor affects the gallant bearing 
of Prancis the First, and sayi : '^ Trnst me on the 
honour of a gentlemanj if you doubt my assurance 
aa a monarch. I propose to you great advantages, 
why will you not accept them frankly ? " We 
reply with Capys the Trojan, when he hiurled his 
javelin against the wooden horse: ^^Timeo Dmiaos 
et dona ferentes/' — we are on our guard against a 
Greekj particular when he proffers kindness. 

The Emperor Nidiolas is approaching sixty 
years of age, and has entered on the twenty-ninth 
of his reign, a long occupation of the throne, in 
a country where sovereigns are seldom suffered 
to exhale in the course of nature. If he ever 
ponders over the annals of his housej he must 
observe that few of his predecessors have enjoyed 
such a protracted exercise of absolute power, 
Tlie ambition which he restrained in manhood 
he reserves as a solace for his decline. There 
is a strong similarity between ambition and 
avaricCj although the first has been generally 
attributed as a quality of great minds, the latter 
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of base ones. Both proceed from a desire of 
having what we have not, and can very well do 
without. Some peace advocates have persuaded 
themselves, that the Czar intends only to retain 
permanent possession of the Principalities; and 
has no design of marching on Constantinople, or of 
subverting the Turkish empire. It has been also 
thought that if the French and English fleets had 
moved into the Black Sea on his first threat of 
crossing the Pruth, in case his demands were 
rejected by the Porte, that he would not then 
have carried his threat into execution. The latter 
opinion can never now be more than conjectural; 
the former will soon be brought to issue. In the 
meanwhile Turkey has gained time, confidence, 
and powerful allies. Her enemy is either "infirm 
•of purpose,^' or has miscalculated his means of 
carrying that purpose into effect. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

OFIHIOBB OS THB DXFKNOB OV TUBKET AHD THI OOBDOOr W 
THB WAB. 

The western nations having been drawn into 
the war most unwillingly, nothing now remainB 
but to put forth all their strength, and to make 
the struggle, short, sharp, and decisive. Europe 
cannot bear a protracted fever of excitement, nor 
submit to perpetual irritations of alarm; neither 
can the progress of civilized improvement again 
be checked by an unprovoked ebulHtion of bar- 
barism. It matters little whether a dangerous 
madman be demented by hereditary insanity, 
superstitious fanaticism, or vulgar drunkenness. 
In either case he becomes a social pestilence 
which requires immediate removal. France 
and England have well remembered the advice 
of Polonius to Laertes, "beware of entrance to 
a quarreV but "being in," we may be well 
assured they will so bear themselves, that the 
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oppoaer mil me the hour when he provoked the 
coalition, which bids fair to drive him back to Mb 
deserts, and to keep his hordes within their 
natural harrierSj from whence they ought neyer 
to have been encouraged to emerge. The peace 
of Europe has tremblecl in the balance, ever since 
Coaaacks of the Don and Bashkir Tartars found 
themselves lounging along the boulevards of Paris, 
and gloating over the refined luxuries of the 
Palais BoyaL There was prospective danger in 
stimulating the appetite of the wolf, by a glunpse 
of the prey he was not permitted to dei^oiir. 

Out of evil springs goodj and but for the blind 
obstinacy of the Russian autocrat, the present 
cordial co-operation between France and England 
might never have taken place. The rivalry of 
the two great nations in friendship, will surpass 
their ibrraer efforts when arrayed against each 
other in enmity. The leading questions that 
present themselves are, which are the most 
obvious points to strike against, and what are the 
eligible modes of attack. We need not doubt 
tha.t these considerations will be well weighed, 
and that ample means will be directed by adequate 
judgment. The warning of our great departed 
chief has been remembered ; and all the prepara- 
tions indicate that England is not now going to 
fritter away strength in " a little war." 
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111 1836j Marshal Marmont puhlidied Ms vien 
on tlie defence of Tnrkeyj supposing the Ottoma 
Empire to be, as it now h, tlareatened by Russia 
from tbe Black Sea and the Danubian Princi- 
palities. This work assumes a revived interest 
at the present crisis. It was well translated by 
Colonel Sir Frederick Smithj of the En^cers, 
who has added original observations of his own, 
which considerably increase its value. These 
uotea bear directly on the existing aspect of 
affaii'Sj and the entente cordiale so happily estab- 
lished between France and England. We need 
scai'cely remind our readersj that Marmont, 
although he shai'cd the fate of greater generals 
than himself when he encountered a mighty 
master iu the art of war^ was nevertheless reputed 
to be a sldlfnl strategist ; he had been trained as 
an artillery oflScer by a re^ar educationj and 
had practically studied^ in all its degrees, the 
science of attack and defence. He was not par- 
ticidarly distingmshed by rcadiaess in handling 
troops on a field of battle. In that prominent 
quality, Moreau, Massena, Ney, and Soult, were 
infinitely his superiors, He could arrange a plan 
of campaign, although he wanted the inspiration 
which seized and grappled with a lucky accident. 
His manoeuvresj previous to Salamanca, were 
showy and imposing^ but, in the battle itself. 
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he made a false step, and was fixed on tlie 
ittstantj as by a tlninderljolt. He was uofor- 
innate in tlie Peninsula in 1813, unfortunate at 
Montmartre in^l814j andj if jiossiblej even more 
unfortunate for Charles the Tentli, at Paris, in 
1830, 

I An impression of ill-luck attache a to Ha 
memorj-j and lias dimmed his reputation; but 
liis opinions on the " trade of war " are able and 
deserving of respect. He points to Adrianople 
as the central position from whence Turkey is to 

I be defended, supposing the line of the Balkan 
to be forced or turned, Portugal and Torres 
Vedras attest that a country is not conquered, 
although the frontier is no longer tenable. But 
the French marahal's conclusions are all based 
on the supposition that Russia will take the 
initiative with her Black Sea fleets as well as with 

llier army in the Principalities ; and will foreatall 
England or France, or both, in the passage of the 
Bosphorus and the command of the Dardanelles, 
Here is eindently the iriilnerable flank of Constan- 
tinople | and had the Eussian emperorj at the 
same moment when he crossed the Pruth and 
poured his legions into Moldavia and "VVallachia, 
sent his fleet, with twenty thousand picked troops 

Ion board, straight dovra to the eastern capital, 
it would be difficult to gainsay that he might 
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have produced a rcTolatioii in Turkey, and lia^»«Lj 
realized Lis long-meditated projects by the sud** 
deuness of tbe blow. The Turkish fleet, unaide 
could have offered no adequate resistance. The 
breach of faithj the violation of exiating treatie 
was already committed j a second step^ follow 
the first, would have been counted as a tiiMug 
aggravatioii. Fi-om weakness of headj and not 
firom any wavering of the heart or scrapie^ o£ 
conaciencCj he has let this opportunity sHi 
tlu'ough his fingers^ which he can never retrieve. 
He could scarcely have sacrificed more character 
by thro'tving off the mask at oncej and recklessly 
plajing the pai*t of Attila or Gengis, than by 
hiJtiiLg half-way, and having recourse to the 
shuflling chicaiierj^ of Castruccio Castracani. Col- 
lected Eiu"ope has fathomed his duplicity, and 
traced it to its source. His half-measui'es are 
the result of deficiency in esecative power^ rather 
than the consequences of a change of inclination- 
The giant of bi*as3 has betrayed the feet of day. 

Russia, by strict engagement and a recorded 
treaty, to which the other powers are partiea, ia 
bound to keep clear the Sulina mouth of the 
Danube^ so that there are always Mixteen feet of 
water clear above the bar. This depth ha^ been suf- 
fered, by studied and intentional negleetj to dimi- 
nish to nine, and will rapidly become less with 
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every ancceeding year under such faithless guar* 
dianship, The Danube is not a Russian stream ; 
it flowa through, no Russian territory, and the 
Euasians ought uever to have been permitted to 
exercise the power of obstructing its mouths. 
Let it he remembered, that while thia important 
care, under an earlier convention, was confided 
to Turkey, the prescribed conditions were moat 
punctiliously fulfilled. No power in the Euro* 
pcan confederacy is more scrupulous in the obser- 

I vance of ti-eaties than the Ottoman Porte. Eoasia, 
too, imposes a code of uncalled-for sanitary 
restrictions, equally expensive and harassing, 
which clog; the wiieels of commerce, and render 
tkem almost stationary. The object is to throw, 
if possible, tlie whole trade of the Danube into 
her own hands ; or, failing ibis, to obstruct it alto- 
gether, and to close up what ought to be an open 

I river. The t\Fo other outlets of St. George and 
Kilia are also within the line of the Russian 
boundary. 

England, Prance, and more especially Austria 

j and Turkey, are vitally interested in preventing 
tliis destructive monopoly of a river wliich, by the 
Treaty of Yiemia, in 1815, was declared a common 
highway for the whole world. Turkey has long 

I felt and groaned under the beavy grievance ; but 
Austria, blind to her own interest, or silenced by 
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ience and gratitudej aids and abets 
course of selfish policy wMch she ought to be 
the first to oppose. 

The exports of corn from Odessa supply a mo 
important source of Bussian revenue. As these 
exports rise and fall, tlic commercial pulse of the 
southern proviucea quickens or stagnates. If 
BuBsia can block out the produce of Sclav oiiia^, the 
Jannat, Bosniaj Serviaj WaUachiaj and Bulgaria, 
■ drive it northward into her own ports, before 
it can find vent to the Mediterranean and Western 
Europe, through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles, 
^Jter own returns will augment in the same pro- 
^Bortion that those of the other countries dete- 
riorate. The power that coiumands the Black 
^iSea, commands, at the same time, the Danube, 
with all its numerous arteries teeming vnth life 
and incalculable wealth. 
^H It is unsafe to leave this common property a 
moment longer in the hands of a trustee who 
^has betrayed his duty. The interests of Huropc 
^Ball for an immediate transfer. In order to put 
^Hp. end to the baleftil influence which has pre- 
^*^ailed too long, and to establish an advanced 
citadel, a central post, as a guarantee for the ob- 
servance of treaties, the Crimea must be wrested 
from the wholesale phuiderera who obtained this 
valuable territory under falae pretences. The 
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Black Sea controls the Danutiej and tlie Crimea 
governs the Black Sea. IVaiice and England 
seek no territorial acquisitions for themselves. 
The Emperor Napoleon has emphatically saidj 
"The dajs of conquest are passed away for ever;*" 
but restitutio a is very different from conquest, 
and restitution is necessary for the estabhsh- 
ment of a just balance, for the future security of 
the Sultan, and as a first instalment for the 
massacre of SLnope, 

The inhabitants of the Crimea, Tartox in origia, 
and but little changed since they passed under 
the dominion of Russia, have no feelings in unison 
with their present rulers, and would ghidly hail 
the houLT of deliverance. This peninsula, the ancient 
Taurica Chersonesua, barren aud flat towai'da the 
north, is in the southern portion one of the most 
beautiful districts in the world, rich in fer- 
tility and natural resources. The valleya are 
astonishingly productive, and the climate extremely 
inildj from the exclusion of those violent mnds by 
which the northern division is frequently incom- 
moded. The lower hills extending from Caffa to 
the eastern extremity, are principally used in gar* 
dening, ajid produce a great variety of excellent 
■ fruit. The principal articles of export are corn^ 
H salt, honey, female slaves brought from Circassian 
H was, butter, horses, hides, and furs, especially the 

L • 
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TaimQ lambskins^ wbicli are held in higli esteem. 
Towards the end of the thirteenth century, the 
Genoese settled in this country, bnt were expeUed 
by the Crim Tartars in 1474. There are many 
interesting remains of antiquity, mines, caverns, 
and objects of natural curiosity. The present 
population might be quadrupled under good 
government, with reasonable security for life and 
property: at present it falls below 200,000. 
The superficial area of the land is equal to the 
Morea, and about one-third less than that of the 
modem kingdom of Greece, without reckoning 
the islands in the Archipelago. The Isthmus of 
Perekop, which connects the Crimea with the 
main-land, is strongly fortified, and extends about 
four miles and a half across from sea to sea. It 
would not be difficult to insulate it entirely, and 
to strengthen the lines so as to render them im- 
pregnable. It seems likely that the ancient 
Taurida was an island when the waters of the 
Black Sea were also higher than at present, as 
appears from various historical passages of ancient 
writers. Pliny, in the fourth book of his Natural 
History (chapter 26) expresses himself very clearly 
to this efiect.* A fiill description of the Crimea, 

* "Sed a Carcinate Taurica incipit, quondam mari circam- 
fusa; et ipsa, quo nunc jacent campi, deinde vastis attollitiir 
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its ancient and modern hiatorjj raceSj antiquities^ 
productions^ and natural features, is to be found 
in Pallas's and Clarke*s travels. Few countries 
are more full of noteworthy restigea, or more 
deserving of study, independent of the interest 
with which this locality is now invested by the 
political circumstances of the hour. The inhabi- 
tantSj in a period of internal discordj sought the 
protection of the Empress Catherine^ and soon 
passed under the inevitable yoke which all who 
have ever been tempted to throw themselves on 
the tender mercies of Russia arc doomed to bear. 
The southern district of the Crimea, which we 
have already named as inviting, has been eulo- 
gized by Bishop Heber as an earthly paradise. 
Dr. Clarke gives a most animated and heartrend- 
ing account of the cnieltiea and wanton buteheiy 
perpetrated by Potemkin and Suvaroff during the 
early occupation^ and the misery brought upon a 
land which, like Poland, had committed no error, 
and was guilty only of being defenceless. The sea- 
ward fortifications of the great Russian naval 
onporium and arsenal, Sebastopol, are formidable^ 
OS far as regards the number of guns and the posi- 
tion of the batteries. Colonel Chesney, no mean 
authority, is decidedly of opinion that Sebastopol 
is safe against an attack by the combined fleets. 
According to a plan just published from a Kuasian 
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survey of 1836, enlargecl by Mr. J, C, Jones; 
second master of H.M.S. Retribution, there are 
722 guns of heavy calibre in forts and batteries, 
with reckoning the broadsides of the men-of-war, 
which could all he so placed as to be brought to 
bear on the entrance of the harbour* This mouth, 
where the Retribution first anchored, is little 
more than half a mile in breadth. Marshal Mar- 
monfc and Mr. OHphant differ materially in their 
estimate of the extent of the fortifications of Sebas- 
topol; and although in the abstract, a military 
opinion is to be preferred on a purely nalitary 
point, the English traveller having lisited the 
place very recently, while the inspection of the 
French Marshal dates back nearly twenty years, 
we mu&t compare the two accounts ceteris paribus ^ 
and judge accordingly. 

Mr. Oliphant says : " Nothing can be more for- 
midable than the appearance of Sebastopol from 
the seaward. Upon a fixture occasion we visited 
it in a steamer, and found that at one point we 
were commanded by twelve hundred pieces of 
aii:illery ; fortunately for a hostile fleet, we after- 
wards heard that these could not be discharged 
without bringing down the rotten batteries upon 
which they are placed, and which are so badly 
constructed, that they look as if they had been 
rim up by contract, Four of the forts consist of 
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thfee tiers of batteries. We were, of course, un- 
able to take a very general survey of tliese cele- 
brated fortifications, and therefore cannot vouch 
for the truth of the assertion, that the rooms in 
which the guns are worked^ are so narrow and ill 
ventilated, that the artillery-incn vrould be inevi- 
tably stifled in the attempt to discharge their 
guns and their duty y but of one fact there was 
no doubt, that however well fortified may be the 
approaches to Scbaatopol by seSj there is nothing 
whatever to prevent any number of troops landmg 
a few miles to the sonth of the town, in one of the 
sii convenient bays with which the eoast, as far as 
Cape Klierson, is indentcdj and marching down the 
main street (provided they are strong enough to 
defeat any military force that might be opposed 
to them in the open field), sack the towiij and 
burn the fleet." 

It would be neither safe nor wise to act on the 
supposed inaufBciency of the batteries of Sebas- 
topol. The experiment might end in the disa- 
greeable result of '*■ catching a Tartar." There is 
not the alightest occasion to be in a hurry, to 
damage onr ships or to run them heedlessly against 
stone walls. A few weeks will place at our dis- 

Lposal ample means to invest Sebastopol by land, 
when four-and-twenty hours will settle the busi- 
ness. 
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nataij attacks on fortresses 



Many signal instances may be appealed to 
in whict ships have engaged and silenced formi' 
dahle batteries ; as at Copenliagenj Algiers^ Acre, 
and St. Juan de UUoa. But history presents ua 
^ith aa many more^ in which they have either 
failed or been crippled to a ruinous extent. 

At Santa Cruz, in Teneriffe, on the 20th April, 
16571 Admiral Blake ran in and destroyed a fleet 
of sixteen Spanish men-of-war, moored under the 
protection of the castle and batteries. The place 
waa so strong; that all who knew it wondered 
how any man, in his sobei' senses, could under- 
take such a desperate enterprise. Had not the 
wind changed exactly at the critical moment, 
and enabled him to carry hia ships back again 
when the work was done^ all the skill and courage 
in the world would have been insufficient to get 
him out of the scrape. Hia great victory w^ould 
have ended in a disaster more calamitous thun 
that wliich befel Nelson in hia unsuccessfal attack 
on the same place, one hundi-ed and forty years 
later. 

At Cartliagena (in South America) in 1740, 
Admiral Vernon was so roughly handled, that 
although be took several of the forts, he aban- 
doned the attempt, and with difficulty saved his 
disabled ^hips. On the great combined attack 
against the British garrison by the Spanisli 
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floating batteries and fleet (13th Septcmljerj 
1782) at Gibraltar, the efficacy of stone- walls, 
when manned by reaolate gunnerS| was moat 
triumphantly exhibited. 

Another remarkable illustration j on a small 
scale, otccurred to that hare-braiued warrior. Sir 
Sidney Smith, when ciiiizing on the coast of 
Naples in 1806^ which provedj that although he 
revelled in the smell of gunpowder, and was ever 
fall of fight to overflowing, he sometimes lacked 
the better part of valour — discretion; and was not 
always, as Lord Randolph says of Noiral, "^aa 
wise as brave." lu the Porapee, an eighty-gun 
ship, he ran close in- shore at Point Licosa, and 
gave battle to am old round tower, with a single 
traversLng-gun mounted on the top. After blazing 
away broadside after broadside without effect, 
until he had lost a lieutemiut, t^vo midshipmen, 
eight seamen killed, and thirty-four wounded, he 
hauled off, and concluded as he ought to have 
begun, by maniiing the boat^, which pulled in 
rapidly, and landed the crews with a party of 
marines, who got round behind ; whereupon the 
bold defender of the tower hoisted the white flag 
and suiTendered, saying that he was very sorry for 
what had happened, which entirely arose from 
the mistake of not sending him a civil summons 
before the firing commenced. 
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Englisli sailors can do anything j andj Lti all 
huraau probability, woidd force their way into 
the inner harbour of Sebastopolj and destroy tbc 
Russian fleet at anchor j but two or three ships 
might be sunk, others disabled, and many valuable 
lives would certainly be thrown away in fighting 
against chances which we should thus Yolunteer 
to throw into the opposite scale. Twenty thou- 
sand men landed at Balaclava^ witliin a short 
march, attended by a train of artilleiy and a 
sufficient supply of siege implementSj not forget- 
ting a few rockets {while the fleet blockades the 
mouth of the harbour), would reduce the business 
to a calculation of hours, without sending our 
brave tars to run the gauntlet through an enfi- 
lade of batteries, before they can get within arm^s 
length of enemiesj who will think many times 
before they dare to face tbem in open combat. 
The most satisfactory triumph is that w^hich 
achieves the greatest result with the smaUcet 
amount of loss. The Crimea con be taken in the 
regular way ; and once in our posses sion^ the teeth 
of Russia are effectually drawn. We are not now 
pushed for time, but ouj foe is. Every hour 
adds to the strength of the aJHcs and the confi- 
dence of Turkey. If the Russian armies in Walla- 
chia andMoldavia cannot cross the Uanube in force, 
and strike an important blow beforethe French and 
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English troops arrivej what is there before them hut 
a disastrous retreat immediately oiter? D^either is 
their position on the Asiatic side likely to improve 
hy delay, Circasaia ia panting to retaliate on her 
invadersj, and Georgia is ready to assist. The 
passing hours are worth thcii- -weight iu gold to 
Eussia^ yet they glide on and she does nothing. 
Again, we repeat, she is colossal in an ukase, 
gigantic in a huHetiuj hut of very ordinary dimen- 
sions iu an aetual campaign^ when resolutely 
opposed, What has she gained in nine months 
agdnst Tnrkeyj fighting alone, and without the 
forces of Trance and England^ now steaming 
rapidly to the rescue ? Notliing beyond the igno- 
miny of Sinope, and the undisguised wishes of 
the whole -world for her speedy humiliation. The 
Turks have held their ground, beaten them in 
many encounters, and the frowning lines of Kalafat 
arc still unassailed. Potemldn issued Ids orders 
to Suvaroff, to take Ismail at any cost — 
and he did it; Nicholas has said the same to 
GortchakofF with regard to Kalafat — and he has 
not done it. The memory of Suvaroff will not 
supply his rare talent and unconquerable daring. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

coNOLUBDra BuaasanoiiB on thk MBGOBsamr or DBomivx 

lOBASDBB. 

It is still believed by many that the Kussian 
Emperor will succumb at the twelfth hour, and 
oflfer to negotiate before he tries the last chance 
of battle. K his madness be the fanaticism ci 
what he fancies to be a religious obligation, there 
is no hope of this ; but circumstances may con- 
trol even a Russian autocrat, and bend him to 
submission, without his being allowed a voice in 
the matter. The northern confederacy of 1801 
was broken up by the violent catastrophe we have 
already touched upon, and which assuredly the 
son of Paul has not forgotten. Under any con- 
tingency, it is devoutly to be hoped that whUe we 
disclaim conquest, we should remain deaf as 
adders to compromise or treaty, without ample 
indemnity for the past and certain security for the 
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future. The snake must be killed^ not scotcFd- 
Wo tave ample experience to refer to^ showing 
how often we liaye suffered from iH-timed gene- 
rosityj and given up all, when all was in our 
power. Spare your enemy when he asks for 
quarter, but take fi-om bim the means of being 
migchievous a second time. 

The English people are quite reconciled to a 
temporary visitation of the augmented income taXj 
and will pay it cheerfully j hut the pro&pect of a 
permanent onC;, or a proti'acted couteatj will 
make them close up their breech e a -pock etSj and 
betake themaelvea to their old ti'ade of gi'umb- 
ling. Bussia not only fights with the open wea- 
pons of war, but usea the seci'ct agencies of 
intrigue in a thousand ramifications. Her emia- 
saries are at work in Paris and in London at this 
moment. They are in the ports of the Tuited 
States, endeavouring to promote the equipment 
of American privateers under the llussian flag. 
They ai-e in Greece, in Albania, in Bosnia, in 
ScTvia, in Bulgaria^ in Uoumelia. They are in 
Constantinople, and ai*e possibly in the Sultan's 
cabinet. They are in the fortresses, the camps, 
the cities, the vdlagea, the mouutaina, and the 
plains. Money will buy treason everywhere, and 
money will not be spared as long as it lasts. Let 
King Otho take good care that he h not impU- 
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cated. He too is under protectiouj but tlie powers 
tBat made, can unmake, if they see cause. His 
rickety kingdom stands on a weak foundation, 
and is to all intents and piu^oaes, a moral and 
political failure j a ttom in the side of Turkey^ an 
excrescence 'withont wholesome vitality j a mere 
Russian outpost, and a convenient focns for Rus- 
Bian intrigne. The establishment of that mock 
independence was a philanthropieal blunder, a 
yicklijig-up of sound pohcy to classical recol- 
lectionsj a school-boy tenderness for the memo- 
ries of Solon and Lycurgua, of Pcxides and 
Leonidas i — a practical mistake, as fatal as was 
the " untoward event of Navarino." T^VHiat lias 
Greece yet done, collectively or individn:illyj to 
prove herself worthy of the attempt at regene- 
rating a people who will not co-operate in rege- 
nerating theraselvea? They still exhibit the 
Pyrrhic dancsj the ancient costume, the lan- 
guage, and the proverbial dupUcity; but of the 
patriotic virtue, the hardy valour which won 
Salamis and consecrated Tliermopylse, which scat- 
tered the hosts of Xerxes and carried the Ten 
Thousand over six hundred leagues through count- 
less dangers, from Assyria to the coasts of Ionia, 
they retain nothing save the imperishable records 
of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon, 
A quarter of a century ago, PhilhcUenism was a 
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i^mg epidemic in England. The genius and 
early death of Lord Byron enveloped the strug-gle 
for Grecian freedom with a halo of gloiy and 
expectation. Time the purifier has sobered 
enthusiasm down to reality, and dissipated the 
dreams of romance, A country has mnch to 
karu in the common rudiments of moral instruc- 
tion, of which a conscientious traveller ^vrites :* 
"The ministry allege that even the very chairs 
and tables in the ministerial hotels are not safe ; 
the Queen declines going to the theatre, because 
the furniture of her box was atolen ; and there are 
villages in Acamania where one day in the year 
ia consecrated to theft/* 

The doubt so long entertained that Austria 
would exert or side with Euasia, may now be 
looked upon as removed by her late positive 
declaration. Her geographical position gives her 
an importance beyond her actual strength, and 
her course has been wisely chosen with a view to 
her oun future security. The King of Prussia is 
still hesitating, his people are dissatisfiedj and 
their poMtion is critical. He is attached to the 
Emperor of Eussia by personal intimacy, con- 
genial habits, and matrimonial alliance j but states 
acknowledge no private ties, although sovereigns 

• The Rev. H, CiirifltmaB'B "Sboraa and lalaiidft of the 
MediterraQeaa." 
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are frequently biassed by tliem. Prussia is the 
Hmaliest of the great powers. Her territory is 
compact, her coast-line well defined, ber reveime 
Bufficient, her army numerotis and of first-rate 
quality ; but her population does not etceed six- 
teen millions^, and sbe lies within reach of the 
devoimnisf Maelstrom, wbicL swallows up all tlkat 
comes within its vortex. But Prussia, as a lead- 
ing member of the German eonfedei'acy, has a 
double interest in opposing a barrier to the 
encroachments of her dangerous neighbour, and 
ahouhl make common cause with Sweden and 
Denraarkj in the event of an attempt to coerce 
her decision. 

With a view to repelling the aggressions of 
Eua»ia, and to prevent their recurrence in future, 
our efforts naturally direct themselves to the 
East and the Black Sea. For the just retaliation 
which she has loudly demanded, wc turn towards 
the North and the Baltic. In the first quarter, 
Russia may strike with a chance of success, if she 
is prompt and powerful; in the latter^ she can 
only look for heavy blows without the probabilit 
of a return. It may be taken for granted that' 
her fleets will avoid an action with oura in the 
open sea. If they are rash enough to risk one, 
they are not likely to return to the harbours from 
whence they sailed. Their naval qualities have 
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never yet been proved, except in combat with tlie 
Turks, and once in an action witli a very superior 
force against the Swedes. Their experience is 
principally confined to waters wliicli are not 
navigable during half the year; long voyages 
ronnd the worid, doubling Cape Horn and the 
Cape of Good Hope^ are beyond the limits of 
their ordinary practice. Lord Nelson had not 
a very exalted opinion of Russian seamanship. 
He studied the characteristics of every enemy 
he T^aa likely to encoujiterj as minutely as a pilot 
examines his charts, or a ateereman watch ea the 
motion of the compass. He used to say, " close 
with a Frenchman or a Spaniardj but dodge a 
Eussian," His meaning waa, that^ being inexpert 
in the handling of ships^ comphcated movements 
would confound and place them at the mercy of 
a more active opponent. Steam will entirely 
change the features of naval warfare^ and must 
leave the chances of battle more dependent on 
the skill of the admii^, who, through such a 
controlling engine, wields a power which renders 
him independent of windsj calms, or currents^ 
The consequences of this novel agency have as 
yet only been calculated on surmise; no oppor- 
I tunity has occurred of testing them hy experiment, 
H Formerly, as the great authority named above 
H observed, when delivering instructions to his 
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officers, " no captain of a British man-of-war could 
be far wrong, who laj8 luis ship close alongBid^, 
his enemy." But steam, and above all the scren 
propeller, enables liina now to come into action 
eJtaetly after the juaniier and in the position 
chosen by himself. If he is out-manoeuvred, the 
fault is entirely his own. Battles wiU be shorter and 
more decisive than they were under the old system, 
and the comparative loss on cither side will depend 
in a ninch greater degree on the ability of the 
respective commanders, whose responsibility m 
increased in a similar proportion, A close-broad- 
side combat between two vessels carrying such a 
tremendous weight of metal as our modem three- 
deckers, could not possibly last for many minntes 
without the certain annihilation of both. 

The destruction of the arsenal and ships at 
Cronstadt might possibly be accomplished by 
the combined attack of a naval and military 
expedition^ in the face of any defensive prepara- 
tions. "We are not prepared to say whether this 
advantage would not be too dearly purchased by 
the loss of lives, and probable damage to our 
vessels, at which sacrifice the result would be 
obtained. The entire command of the Baltic, 
which oui* naval superiority will ensure, as it has 
already done of the Eiixine,, will as eftectuaUy 
cripple the profitable strength of Russia, as the 
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destniction of sliipa which she is unahle 
to use. Her fleet becomes a nominal display 
when it cannot liberate ber commerce, or open 
the only month throiigb which that commerce 
permeates into the ordinary channels. If this 
outlet is permanently seaied np by the cruisers of 
France and England, the unwieldy empire 
becomes an inert, putrescent body, deprived of the 
limbs which give it life and healthy action. Much 
of the influence of Russia is derived from the 
opinion which has been pertinaciously disseminated 
of her invincible strength, her myriads of soldiers, 
and her unbounded resources; an opinion that 
will rapidly subside if the two former are ex- 
hausted, and the springs of the latter dried up. 
There can be no doubt that the united power of 
Erance and England can produce this revolution, 
wliich will teach the Emperor of Eusaia a con- 
vincing lesson, that enormous masses of men, 
moved like machines, must stop when they reach 
the sea-shore, and are not the only elements of 
national strength. 

Next to Polandj there ia no country which has 
been so ill-treated as Finland, and none to which 
^m Hussia has so little claim. It was treacherously 
H won, and has been cruelly trampled on, The 
H inhabitants remember their long incorporation 
H with Sweden, the happiness they enjoyed imder 
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her rule, the military reputation which they 
materially assisted her to acquire^ and the com- 
merce which formerly flowed into their ports. 
They participated in the glories of Leipzig, 
Lutzen^ and Narva^ and recruited the ranks of 
Gustavua Adolphus and Charles the Twelfth, with 
brave and loyal soldiers. They are the only real 
mariners the Russians can find to man their ehipSj 
imd are compelled to fight reluctantly under the 
claws of the eagle, while their eyes are turned 
witli the sickness of hoi^e deferred to the Swedish 
cross. They would rise to a man and do battle 
to the death, to escape from the protectmn of 
Russia, and return hack to their ancient nation- 
ality. 

"\^Taen Buxliowdeii, in 1808, imder the orders 
of the Emperor Alexander, wrested Finland from 
Sweden, he issued a proclamation, expressing 
the deep regret of his master that he was com- 
pelled to invade a peaceful country for the 
purpose of obtaining a guarantee that the King 
of Sweden would submit to wliatever terms he 
might please to dictate. At the same time be 
promised not to interfere with their internal legis- 
lation, to leave them the fiill exercise of their 
laws^ statutes, and cuatomsj and to pay and feed 
his troops entirely at his own expense. A few 
month g later, the Swediab monarch addressed a 
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letter to the Emperor of Russia, whieli speaks 
eloquently for the manner in which thia procla- 
mation vas observed. " Honour and humanity/' 
he aaya, " require me to make strong repreaen- 
tationa against the innumerable horrors and vexa- 
tiona which the Russian armies have permitted 
themaelvea in Swedish Finland. The blood of 
the innocent victims calls for vengeance upon 
those who authorized such cruelties. Can it be 
made a crime in my Finnish subjects not to have 
wished to let themselves be seduced by promises 
which are as fallacioua as the principles on which 
they are founded are erroneous? Is it worthy 
of a sovereign to make it in them a crime? I 
conjure your Imperial Majesty to put an end to 
the calamities and the horrors of a war which 
ought to call down on your person and your 
empire the malediction of Divine Pro\'idence," 
It must be remembered that this remonstrance 
was called forth long after resistance in the field 
had ceasedj and Sweden had bowed under the 
loss of the province she was too feeble to 
retain. 

Russian rule is more detested in Finland than 
in any other appanage of the empire. Sweden 
has been unjustly plundered of a larger territory 
than she has been suffered to retain, and weakened 
down to a third-rate power^ when sound policy 
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dictated her restoration to the rank slie formerly 
mftiutained, EussLa at present controls the Baltic 
with overwhelming superiority. If Finland were 
restored to Sweden^ the balance would he re- 
established, and a better security obtained for the 
future than the capture of a few ahips, which are 
easily replaced, or the destruction of dockyards 
and fortresses, which rise rapidly fi-om their ruins. 
The point m one deserving of profound consider- 
ation, and the consequences involved are of the 
first importauce. It would be unjust to encourage 
the Finlanders to take up arms on a delusive 
prospect, unless it was quite determined to sup- 
port them to the end, and enforce their eman- 
cipation. 

And now the formalities of the tournament are 
complete, the knights are in the listSj with vizors 
closed and lauces in rest. The marshal of the 
field has proclaimed the signal^ " Laissez allerl" 
and the combatants are eager to engage. In a 
lew \i eeks, perhaps days, the thmider of artillery 
will re-echo from the shores of the Baltic and 
the Black Sea. The issue is in the hand of 
heaven J and no hum fin inteUigenco can say whether 
the impending conflict will be long or short, or 
how the fluctuating tide of success may direct ita 
course. France and England have done all that 
is consistent with the duties of the two foremost 
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nations of tlie globe to preserve peacej, as long as 
peace was compatible witli safety siud existing 
treaties. Compelled at last to have recom*se to 
tlie ultima ratio regum^ the final arbitrement of 
buUet and bayonetj we enter into tlie struggle 
with a conviction that arms were never appealed 
to in a sounder cause, and vdth a prestige of 
yictoryj grounded on the extent of the provoca- 
tion. 

War having once commeuced, two couraea are 
open to the enemy ; a vigorous attack, or a pro- 
tracted defence. He may push boldly on, and 
attempt to force bis way to Coiistantinopkj in 
despite of rivers^ frontier fortresses, mountain 
passes, and opposing armies j or he may retire, 
like a tortoise^ within his shell, and wait in 
defiance of reprisaL K he adopts the former plan 
the chances in our favour arc manifestly increased j 
if he selects the latter, and pursues the Fabian 
syatem of delay, he may harass aud worry the 
allies until some nuforegceu accident affords him 
an opening ; but to do this he must possess inter- 
minable supplies of treasure; his nobles must 
second him with enthusiaatie loyalty and submit 
to the total suspension of their annual incomes ; 
the mass of his people must resign themselves to 
endure without murmuring the privations that a 
long war will entaU upon themj and his ranks. 
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thinned by the sword, disease, and neglect, 
must be recruited by miracle^ as warriors sprang 
in fuli equipment from the dragon's teeth of 
Cadmns. 

If he can encounter and eurraount all these 
impediments, if he is prepared to subdue so many 
obstacles, the result becomes a very different 
calculation j but aa honeat Touchstone says, 
" there is much virtue in an if;" and in this case, 
the intervening conjunction ia more imperatively 
indispensable than in his deadly quarrel on the 
seventh cause which a bench of magistrates waa 
unable to adjust. 

In venturing these observations, which have 
been hastily thrown togetherj there is no dispo- 
sition to fall into the error of undervaluing a 
formidable opponent. The object is, to bring 
down a fabulous Titan to the coramon standard, 
by which he ought in truth to be measured, and 
to reduce the inflated spectre of the Hartz Moun- 
tains to the reasonable dimensions of an ordinary 
bugbear. 

Our warriors have departed for their distant 
scene of action ^eeted by the acclamations of 
mssembled thousands, and animated by the pre- 
sence of the Queen. They need no sturing- words, 
no eloquent appeal, to rouse their inherent valour 
to exertion, but if we turn to the imiveraal pages 
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of Sliakspeare, we find a ready apostrophe, as if 
composed for the occasion. 

*' On ! on ! you noblest EngliBh> 
Whose blood is fet from fathers of war-proof ! 
Fathers, that like so many Alexanders, 
Have, in these parts, firom morn till even fought, 
And sheath'd their swords for lack of argument. 
Be copy now to men of grosser blood, 
And teach them how to war !— and you, good yeomen, 
Whose limbs were made in England, shew us here 
The metal of your pasture ; let us swear 
That you are worth your breeding ; which I doubt not : 
For there is none of you so mean and base 
That hath not noble lustre in your eyes. 
I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips, 
StrainiDg upon the start. The game's afoot; 
Follow your spirit ; and upon this charge, 
Cry— God for ' Victoria,' England, and St. George !" 



THE END 
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